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Parish Priest:  Fr Barry Hughes
Presbytery: 17 Drummartin St,  Albion 3020
Phone:   9311 3091        
email:  caalbion@netspace.net.au
Mobile: 0428 533 391
Polish Chaplain:   Fr Marian Szeptak
Residence: 185 William St, St Albans 3021 
Phone:   9310 9057	

 St. Theresa’s Primary School – 9311 9070
 16 Drummartin St,  Albion   3020
  Principal:   Rob Macklin


  Mother of God Primary School – 9363 1734
[bookmark: _GoBack]  Blanche St,   Ardeer    3022
  Principal:    Assunta Iacovino



“Do Small Things Well”

						

15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME		Year A     15 & 16 July 2023

	MASSES THIS WEEK 

ST THERESA’S
Drummartin St, Albion
  9.00am  Friday
10.30am  Sunday

MOTHER OF GOD
Blanche St, Ardeer
10.00am  Wednesday (Pol)
NO MASS 9.00am Thurs
  6.00pm  Friday (Polish)
  5.30pm  Saturday
10.15am  Sunday (Polish)

QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Holt St, Ardeer 
  8.00am  Wednesday
  9.00am  Sunday

RECONCILIATION    (Individual Confession)
Saturday 22nd July 10.00am at Mother of God
	

	FUNERAL MASS    For Caterina Campese on Thursday 20th July 9.30am at Queen of Heaven. Rosary 6.30pm Wednesday night.

PROJECT COMPASSION    Receipts are available for those who requested one.

NEW THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES
If you haven’t collected your envelopes PLEASE do so, at the back 
of the Church.

COLLECTIONS RECEIVED
Thanksgiving $736       Loose Money $412     Presbytery $465

COUNTERS   23rd July 
                  Team 2: M Azzopardi, M Camenzuli

FEAST DAYS
St Mary Magdalen, 22 July 

READINGS    Today                         Next Week
Isaiah 55.10-11                             Wisdom 12.13,16-19
Ps 65.9abcd,9e-10,11-12,13        Ps 86.5-6,9-10, 15-16 (R.5)
Romans 8.18-23                           Romans 8.26-27
Matthew 13.1-23                           Matthew13.24-43



ST JOSEPH’S BY THE SEA		16 Esplanade, Williamstown   
Treasuring our later Years      5 days of reflections over the month of August, Wednesdays 10am-12.30pm     Cost $20 per session 
“Treasuring our later years is a focus on how old age enlightens – we come with a wealth of experiences to treasure and to share with others. We are also opened to new opportunities, to come alive in new ways.      RSVP  2 days before on 9397 6012 for all sessions

DONATED CLOTHING	A few winter jackets (kid’s sizes 7 & 8, ladies jumpers large and a blanket) have been donated to the parish. If there is anyone in need please visit the Parish Office Tuesday or Thursday this week between 9 -2pm

FOOD BANK 	Thank you very much to St Theresa’s School Community and for their generosity which has restocked our food bank.
The food cupboard is well stocked if anyone in the Parish is in need, please feel free to come and visit our Office 

ESTIA HEALTH      Do you need some respite Aged Care?
Estia Health Ardeer has current availability for respite, please call me to set up a time to have a look at our lovely home, Gabrielle 0419 336 841.     30 North St, Ardeer 9360 4552.

St Theresa’s Parish is committed to the safety of children, young people and vulnerable adults

Reflection 
An extract from the letter of the Vicar General, Father Joe Caddy

			On Sunday 2nd July, we celebrated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday. 

Many of the faithful are enquiring about the position of the Catholic Church in Australia in relation to The Voice and the inclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the Australian Constitution.

While there is no doubt that there is a diversity of opinion amongst Australian Catholics and indigenous people themselves, clear guidance has been given in relation to these important matters from the recent Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in Australia, the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference and the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council (NATSICC).

At the Plenary Council of the Australian Catholic Church in July 2022, three key motions addressing the Church’s relationship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples were passed with an overwhelming majority. They concerned acknowledging past injustices and moving forward with a commitment to justice, truth and reconciliation. The Uluru Statement from the Heart was one of these and the Voice is included in that statement. You can access the Uluru Statement at: UluruStatementfromtheHeartPLAINTEXT.pdf

Back in 2021, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference also formally endorsed the Uluru Statement from the Heart, expressing the bishops’ gratitude for NATSICC’s reflections in helping to shape their thinking on this whole subject.

The Plenary Council’s agenda called for the Church to “honour and acknowledge the continuing deep spiritual relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country, and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation.”

Among the key recommendations of the Uluru Statement is the establishment of a First Nations “Voice” to the Australian Parliament, and a commission to supervise a process of “truth-telling” between governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

More recently, on 11 May 2023, the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference issued a statement regarding an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice to Parliament, which I attach for your information. https://bit.ly/BishopsVoice 

While acknowledging that people may in good faith, have differing concerns and perspectives, the bishops encourage Catholic parishes, schools and agencies to create opportunities for people to read abovementioned documents and discuss their responses to their messages.

Recently, it was also pleasing that Cardinal Arthur Roche of the Dicastery for Divine Worship joined with Dr Miriam Rose Ungunmerr-Baumannn AM, Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO and the Australian Ambassador to the Holy See, Chiara Porro at Domus Australia in Rome to celebrate the Church’s ongoing journey towards reconciliation.

It was some 50 years ago, during the 1973 Eucharistic Congress here in Melbourne that some 30,000 people filled the Sidney Myer Music Bowl to celebrate the first Aboriginal Liturgy.

From recent discussions with Fr Brennan, it is important that we continue to genuinely engage and listen to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, rather than just talking about or at them, as together we work towards creating a future of justice and reconciliation filled with the hope and joy of the Gospel.
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