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441 Bluff Road, East Hampton. VIC 3188 Australia
Parish Priest: Fr. Vittorio Ricciardi
Tel: + 61 (03) 9598 5246 

E-mail: IHMC@optusnet.com.au
ABN: 85 738 970 800
4 July 2020

Dear Parishioners of Immaculate Heart

RESUMPTION OF MASSES AT IMMACULATE HEART UPDATED
With a sudden rise in COVID cases throughout Victoria, the Premier has announced changes to the proposed easing of restrictions that was to come in to place from Monday 22 June.

As we know, numbers in places of worship will remain at 20 until 12 July 2020 in our Parish (dependant on trending health concerns and advice). There are further limits to be put in place for gathering in homes and other spaces.

READ: Statement from the Office of the Premier (20/06/20)
This is a deep disappointment for our communities, with many places of worship set to re-open for greater numbers. The Statement from the Premier (above) gives a first indication of restrictions, with parishes to be further informed on Monday as more details come to hand.

May we keep each other and all those who are meeting first-hand the protection of everyone in our communities close in prayer.

In relation to these latest directives the following key points will directly affect churches, places of worship and liturgical celebrations and ceremonies held within.
Restrictions on gatherings at places of worship and ceremonies until 12 July 2020 will be as follows: 
· Places of worship can open for private worship or small religious ceremonies (e.g. Mass) for up to 20 people. Seating should comply with the 1.5 metre spacing rule. In addition to the up to 20 attendees there can be those reasonably required to perform the service or ceremony and maintain all hygiene requirements (e.g. Reader, those carrying the Gifts, Musicians, Ushers etc). 
· Contact details of those attending are to still be obtained if visits extend beyond 15 minutes. 

· Our Church is set up to meet these requirements.
Note that there are no changes to numbers for Weddings (20), Baptisms (20) or Funerals (50) or to numbers for Prayer Groups (20) while Vigils for funerals are regarded as a separate gathering with limit 50 people. 
Parishioners can see also the link of the archdiocese,
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19 
These changes mean that the parishioners who attend each Mass in our Church are subjected to the regulations relating to social distancing, hygiene etc. There are also some administrative details to be managed. Arrangements at Immaculate Heart mean that:

· 20 people can attend Mass together with those directly involved (readers, server, musician and administrative staff). Details of those attending and contact details must be taken. 
· The need to record the names of those attending and contact details, particularly given the increased numbers allowed, could create a “bottleneck” at the Church entrance and so we will continue with our existing booking arrangements. While it is not mandatory to book to come to Mass those who do book will be noted by the Usher at the entry point and can then move promptly into Church. Those for whom bookings have not been made will need to record contact details and if the 20 attendee limit is reached will not be able to attend the Mass.
· Physical distancing must be observed (1.5 m spacing except for households) both inside and outside Church. Our Church is set out accordingly and meets the Building capacity rules (1 person per 4 square metres).
· There are no collections presently at Mass but bowls are located at the head of the central isle marked “Thanksgiving” and “Presbytery” for contributions parishioners may wish to make.
· All “touchpoints” must be sanitised between liturgical celebrations or ceremonies and appropriate signage is visible governing movement and seating requirements etc.

· The requirements we must adhere to are posted on the front door of the Church.

· We will continue the livestreaming of the 10:30 Sunday Mass (those with internet access go to www.cam.org.au/hamptoneast and take the link).
Note to book for Mass you can do so with the Usher in the Narthex after Mass or telephone 95983979. 
Set out below is our program as from Monday 06 July 2020:

Mon 
6 July 2020
9:00 Mass in Church (booking by ringing 9598 3979)
Tue 
7 July 2020 
9.00 Mass in Church (booking by ringing 9598 3979)
Wed 
8 July 2020 
9:00 Mass in Church (booking by ringing 9598 3979)
Thu 
9 July 2020 
9.00 Mass in Church (booking by ringing 9598 3979)
Fri 
10 July 2020 
9:00 Mass in Church (booking by ringing 9598 3979)
Sat 
11 July 2020 
10-10:30 am reconciliation by appointment (call the Presbytery 95985246)


6:00pm Mass in Church (booking by ringing 9598 3979)
Sun
 12 July 2020
9:00 Mass in Church (booking by ringing 9598 3979)
        10:30 Mass in Church + steamed on website www.cam.org.au/hamptoneast
Arrangements beyond 13 July are expected to continue according to this pattern however any change will be advised by notice posted on the Church door or check the Parish website on www.cam.org.au/hamptoneast.
Any questions please contact me on 9598 5246 or a member of the Finance Committee. Thank you for your support and loyalty.

Blessings
Fr Vittorio Ricciardi PP
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