Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear )

21 August 2022

readings

Next Week
Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29
Ps 67:4-7,10-11
Heb 12:18-19, 22-24
Lk 14:1, 7-14

in a nutshell

Entering God’s Kingdom. It s
frustrating to arrive at a shop a few
minutes after it has closed, or at an
event only to discover that all tickets
have been sold. There is nothing we
can do about it. We have no
automatic right of entry. The same
applies to God's kingdom. To join
the many people from east and west
at the heavenly banquet we must
strive to follow Jesus along the
narrow and sometimes difficult path
of love.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend.

For those who have died recently
and those whose anniversary occur
at this time.

of special note
Children will be making their First
Communion this weekend.

More information inside

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me;

save the servant who trusts in you, my God.
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to you all the
day long.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) Go out to all the world and tell the Good
News.

O praise the Lord, all you nations,
acclaim him all you peoples! (R.)

Strong is his love for us;
he is faithful for ever. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

| am the way, the truth, and the life, says the
Lord;

no one comes to the Father, except through me.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
has eternal life, says the Lord,
and | will raise him up on the last day.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm

Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: http://pol.org.au/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our
Parish is committed to the care, wellbeing
and protection of children, and vulnerable
people in our community.

Remember children should be accompanied
by an adult family member to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Karen Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking ~Weekend Masses
In the interests of safety please park in the
official carparks rather than on the grassy
areas around the picnic tables. Keep this
area for people to gather and chat after
mass.

Tap and Go—Located Near Kitchen Window
Donations given using Tap and Go are consid-
ered the same as cash in the basket or
“Presbytery Offering” through envelopes
therefore contributes to the support of the
Parish Priest. A percentage of the Presbytery
collection is also required to be sent quarterly
to support the Archdiocese.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s
Conference 0427 874 374 or John Bird 0407
848 192

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please: mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Parish Meetings: Tuesday 23 August

Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm
Parish Council 8:00pm

Parish Notices

Mass Monday 9:00am
There will be a Mass on Monday at 9am for the Queenship of Mary .

First Communion

During Masses this weekend and next weekend children of the Parish
will be receiving Communion for the first time. Keep them and their
families in your prayers.

Thank you from CatholicCare Victoria

CatholicCare Victoria is deeply grateful for the support of our parish
during last week’s CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal. Because of
the generosity of our parish community, CatholicCare Victoria can
continue to ensure that vulnerable individuals and families in our
community have the opportunity to live life to the full. Thank you for
helping those in need! For more information about CatholicCare
Victoria, please visit: www.catholiccarevic.org.au

Stewardship Corner

“For behold, some are last who will be first and some are first who will
be last.” Luke 13:30

Our cultural standards are different from God’s standards. We often
rank people by what they have, how powerful they are, or how
successful they are. Jesus reminds us that God will not judge us by the
same earthly standards. When God asks you, “What have you done
with the gifts | have given you?” How will you respond?

July Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report

Weekly pledge amount:: $834.31

Average weekly given: $622

Total income: $3110

Total Expenditure: $3840

Regular Gardening/Working Bee

You are invited to put some time aside between 4-6pm to assist with
maintaining the gardens etc at one of our regular working bees. BYO
PPE, gloves, tools/equipment etc. Next one: 2 September

Adoration of the Eucharist

Adoration: Let us thank God for having called us to His holy faith. It is a
great gift, and the number of those who thank God for it is small. (St.
Alphonsus Liguori)

Reconciliation: To God goes our full allegiance, worship and devotion.
There are also two things that are God’s and God’s alone: the honour
of receiving confession and the power of granting forgiveness.
(Blessed Isaac of Stella, Abbot)

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Friday
mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction, Thursday nights at 6:00pm except
first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Coffee After 10:30 Mass has Resumed

We will be offering tea and coffee after the morning Mass again! We
are seeking volunteers to serve and wash up once a month or so. If
you'd like to be on the roster, please put your name and number on
the sign up sheet at the kitchen window or contact Rachael O'Shea ph.
0437123802
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Up Coming Collection
September 4 Fathers Day Collection for Priest’s Retirement
Fund

A Message From Aid to the Church in Need Australia

ACN is the Pontifical Foundation dedicated to supporting
the suffering and persecuted Church. In areas of crisis,
churches are often destroyed by violence. Where the faith
is growing new churches are needed. ACN supports the
reconstruction in these areas because a church is the
centre of the life of faith and even the smallest chapel
provides people with hope and a spiritual home. Can you
help build churches to support the faithful throughout the
world? Visit: www.aidtochurch.org/construction

Need to Dispose of a Vehicle? - Support Lifeboat

Disposal of a car from a deceased estate, or when a family
member has had to relinquish their licence or go into
residential care, can be a challenging process - getting a
roadworthy, taking photos to advertise on the internet,
cleaning and polishing, taking calls (if they come), even
garaging it until a prospective buyer turns up (if indeed
they do!).

If you need to dispose of a vehicle either from a deceased
estate or which is no longer required, please consider
gifting it to the “Lifeboat Geelong Foundation”, a
registered charity with tax deductible status which for nine
years has been providing pastoral and practical support to
nearly 150 victims / survivors of church-related sexual
abuse. Many of these suffer post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) and have limited or no employment. A donated
vehicle could vastly improve their quality of life. If you
would like to explore the possibility of gifting a potentially
suitable vehicle to “Lifeboat”, contact Fr. Kevin Dillon (0421
777 360, or frkdillon@outlook.com.au) or Adam Kaali
(0411 486 605, or adam-kaali@hotmail.com).

Something to Make You Smile

A kindergarten teacher was testing her students’ language
skills by asking them to explain simple words so she asked,
“What is a fridge?”

A little girl said, “It’s what we keep the food in.”

She then asked, “What is a pet?”

Another student said, “An animal that lives in your home.”
Then the teacher asked, “What is a jumper?”

A little boy jumped from his desk and said, “It's what you
put on when your mother is cold.”

Readings Reflection

Gateway to Life

Jesus doesn’t answer the question put to Him in this
Sunday’s Gospel. It profits us nothing to speculate on
how many will be saved. What we need to know is what
He tells us today—how to enter into salvation and how
urgent it is to strive now, before the Master closes the
door.

Jesus is “the narrow gate,” the only way of salvation, the
path by which all must travel to enter the kingdom of
the Father (see John 14:6).

In Jesus, God has come—as He promises in this week’s
First Reading—to gather nations of every language, to
reveal to them His glory.

Eating and drinking with them, teaching in their streets,
Jesus in the Gospel is slowly making His way to
Jerusalem. There, Isaiah’s vision will be fulfilled: On the
holy mountain He will be lifted up (see John 3:14), and
He will draw to Himself brethren from among all the
nations to worship in the heavenly Jerusalem, to glorify
Him for His kindness, as we sing in today’s Psalm.

In God’s plan, the kingdom was proclaimed first to the
Israelites and last to the Gentiles (see Romans 1:16; Acts
3:25-26), who in the Church have come from the earth’s
four corners to make up the new people of God
(see Isaiah 43:5-6; Psalm 107:2-3).

Many, however, will lose their place at the heavenly
table, Jesus warns. Refusing to accept His narrow way
they will weaken, rendering themselves unknown to the
Father (see Isaiah 63:15-16).

We don’t want to be numbered among those of
drooping hands and weak knees (see Isaiah 35:3). So, we
must strive for that narrow gate, a way of hardship and
suffering—the way of the beloved Son.

As this week’s Epistle reminds us, by our trials we know
we are truly God’s sons and daughters. We are being
disciplined by our afflictions, strengthened to walk that
straight and narrow path—that we may enter the gate
and take our place at the banquet of the righteous.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Save us from final damnation, and count us among those you have chosen.

How can a good and loving God send souls to Hell?

The Lord is not...wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. (2 Pet 3:9)

God did not make death, and he does not delight in the death of the living. For he created all things that they
might exist. (Wis 1:13-14)

“If that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,” and begins to beat his fellow servants, and eats and
drinks with the drunken, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him at an hour he
does not know, and will punish him, and put him with the hypocrites; there men will weep and gnash their
teeth.” (Mt 24:48-51)

Hell is the state of eternal separation from communion with God and the blessed in Heaven. God sends no one to Hell
without that person having chosen complete separation from him. In allowing us the freedom to choose good or evil,
God necessarily allows each person to accept him or to reject him.

Those who die having wilfully and definitively rejected God and his salvific grace—often by violating his
Commandments in a grievous manner and then refusing repentance—place themselves in Hell, the state of eternal
self-exclusion from his presence. Thus, the souls in Hell are those who die stubbornly unrepentant of mortal sin by
refusing the love and mercy of God to the end. Jesus spoke often of Hell as “fire” and “darkness” where the damned
will “weep and gnash their teeth” (Lk 13:28). The souls in Hell continually suffer separation from God even as they
wallow in hatred of him.

We cannot be united to God unless we freely choose to love him. We cannot love God if we sin grievously against
him, our neighbour, or our own selves. “He who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 Jn 3:14-15). To die in mortal sin—
without repentance and without seeking refuge in the compassionate love of God—implies a wilful choice to be
separated from him. God respects our freedom and will not force us to choose him or abide by his will.

God wills that all people will be saved and become one with him. The liturgy of the Church prays that all may seek and
find God and that his mercy may draw everyone into eternal life.
From the Didache Bible

1035 The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of
those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell, “eternal fire.” The
chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for
which he was created and for which he longs.

1036 The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church on the subject of hell are a call to the
responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his freedom in view of his eternal destiny. They are at the same
time an urgent call to conversion: “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and
those who find it are few.” (Mt 7:13-14)

Since we know neither the day nor the hour, we should follow the advice of the Lord and watch constantly so that,
when the single course of our earthly life is completed, we may merit to enter with him into the marriage feast and be
numbered among the blessed, and not, like the wicked and slothful servants, be ordered to depart into the eternal fire,
into the outer darkness where “men will weep and gnash their teeth.” (Vatican Il, Lumen Gentium 48 § 3)

1037 God predestines no one to go to hell; for this, a wilful turning away from God (a mortal sin) is necessary, and
persistence in it until the end. In the Eucharistic liturgy and in the daily prayers of her faithful, the Church implores the
mercy of God, who does not want “any to perish, but all to come to repentance”: (2 Pet 3:9)

Father, accept this offering
from your whole family.
Grant us your peace in this life,
save us from final damnation,
and count us among those you have chosen. (Roman Missal, EP |)
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



