Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear c)
6 February 2022
readings Raise Your Voices The Parish of St Mary’s
Next Week Entrance Antiphon Parish Priest
. REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU
Jer 17:5-8 O come, let us worship God

Ps1:1-4.R. Ps 39:5
1 Cor 15:12, 16-20
Lk 6:17. 20-26

in a nutshell

I am a sinner. In today’s Scripture
readings the prophet Isaiah, the
apostle Paul, and the apostle Peter,
each acknowledges that he is a
sinner: ‘1 am a man of unclean lips’,
cries Isaiah; ‘I persecuted the Church
of God’, confesses Paul; ‘I am a sinful
man’, says Peter. They know their
need of forgiveness but they are also
aware of the power of God at work in
them. We too are sinners, but if we
have faith in the grace of God
working within us, we can be great
missionaries as well.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially,
Maureen O’Kane, Kaye Law, Bernie
Reed.

For those who have died recently
and those whose anniversary occur
at this time.

of special note
The baptism program Godstart is in
need of volunteers. Can you help?

More information inside

and bow low before the God who made us,
for he is the Lord our God.

Psalm Response

(R.) In the sight of the angels | will sing your
praises, Lord.

| thank you, Lord, with all my heart,

you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels | will bless you.

| will adore before your holy temple. (R.)

I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.

On the day | called, you answered;

you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)

All earth’s kings shall thank you

when they hear the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways;

‘How great is the glory of the Lord! (R.)

You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,

discard not the work of your hands. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come follow me, says the Lord,

and | will make you fishers of my people.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy,
his wonders for the children of men,

for he satisfies the thirsty soul,

and the hungry he fills with good things.

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

Sunday Mass
Saturday—>5:00pm
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: http://pol.org.au/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au



smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
http://pol.org.au/mountevelyn/Home.aspx
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au

Child Safety is everyone’s responsi-
bility. Our Parish is committed to
the care, wellbeing and protection
of children, and vulnerable people
in our community.

Do you need a Helping Hand?

Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s Confer-
ence 0427 874 374 or John Bird 0407 848 192

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Parish Meetings: Tuesday February 15

Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm
Parish Council 8:00pm

Parish Notices

CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal Next weekend

As our parish’s social service agency, CatholicCare Victoria delivers
counselling and mental health services, specialised support for
children and teens, refugee and asylum seeker help, support for
separating families, homelessness support and pastoral care.
Donations from our parish community will help to support the most
vulnerable individuals and families in our community. Please donate
to the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal. Your support and
generosity will help the vulnerable and marginalised in our community
and empower everyone to reach their full potential. You can donate
using the appeal envelope available or online at
www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9287 5513. All gifts of $2 and
above are tax deductible

Adoration of the Eucharist

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Friday
mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction, Thursday nights at 6:00pm except
first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Devotion to the Blessed Sacrament is the “queen of all devotions”. It is
the central devotion of the Church. All others gather around it, and
group themselves there as satellites. While they celebrate His
mysteries, the Eucharist is Himself. It is the universal devotion. No
one can be without it, in order to be a Christian. How can a man be a
Christian who does not worship the living Presence of Christ ? (Fr.
Frederick Faber)

Stewardship Corner
“Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall | send? Who
will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ | said, ‘send me!’” (ISAIAH 6:8)

Every day, in little ways and in big ways, God asks, “Whom shall |
send?” Whether it is someone to take on a new ministry, to give a
friendly smile to a stranger or to say a word of encouragement to a
friend, God constantly provides opportunities to help someone in
need. God is always talking to us; we just need to pay more
attention. When you hear God calling have the courage to walk
through the door and say “Here | am, Lord.”

January Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report
Weekly pledge amount: $864.31

Average weekly given: $705.60

Total income January: $3529

Total Expenditure January: $4931

Thanksgiving/Stewardship - Support for your Parish.

As you would understand income from both the stewardship and
presbytery donations suffered during the last two years causing a
significant decrease in income for both the church and the presbytery.
The Parish appreciates the ongoing support by those parishioners who
are formally engaged in the Stewardship Program either using the
envelopes or via direct debit. It's not too late to decide to become a
regular contributor to the finances of the Parish. Please notify the
office if you would like to be part of the Stewardship.
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Sacramental Program Registration 2022

If you have a child that is ready to make Reconciliation,
First Communion or Confirmation this year you will need to
attend the registration night on February 16 at 6pm.

Volunteer Opportunity Assisting Refugee Students

Mercy Connect Melbourne — Mercy Works Ltd. is currently
recruiting volunteers to support Refugee Students and
Asylum Seekers in Primary and Secondary schools across
the Melbourne Archdiocese. The volunteer commitment is
approximately half a day per week for four school terms.
Experience working in an educational setting is preferred
but not limited to. Please contact Sr. Mary Lewis RSM for
an application form and further information. A Training
Day for new volunteers with emphasis on Child
Safeguarding will take place prior to commencement.
Email: somml@bigpond.com (preferred for contact )
Website: www.mercyworks.org.au

Mercy Connect Melbourne Tel: 9326 1895

Covid Safe Environment

It is expected that Covid regulations are followed by each
person therefore make sure you are signed in (preferably
using QR code), sanitize, maintain socially distancing, and
follow Covid guidelines as directed by the CHO.

Something to make you Smile!

A Catholic priest announces at Mass one day, "l will be in
Rome next week. If any of you have a wish, | will light a
candle in Rome so that the wish will come true."

A woman announces, "My husband and | have been
married for several years, but have never borne any
children. Can you light a candle so that we can have
children?"

"I will happily do that," says the priest.

Five years later, the woman says to the priest, "Since you
went to Rome and lit that candle, | have given birth to two
pairs of twins and a set of triplets, and now | am pregnant
with quadruplets!" She then gives the priest a plane ticket
to Rome.

"You are too kind," says the priest. "You don't need to
thank me."

“I'm not thanking you Father," says the woman. "I just
want you to go back and blow out that candle."

Readings Reflection

Into the Deep

Simon Peter, the fisherman, is the first to be called
personally by Jesus in Luke’s Gospel.

His calling resembles Isaiah’s commissioning in the First
Reading: confronted with the holiness of the Lord, both
Peter and Isaiah are overwhelmed by a sense of their
own sinfulness and inadequacy. Yet each experiences
the Lord’s forgiveness and is sent to preach the good
news of His mercy to the world.

No one is “fit to be called an apostle,” Paul recognizes in
today’s Epistle. But by “the grace of God,” even a
persecutor of the Church—as Paul once was—can be
lifted up for the Lord’s service.

In the Old Testament, humanity was unfit for the
divine—no man could stand in God’s presence and live
(see Exodus 33:20). But in Jesus, we’re made able to
speak with Him face-to-face, to taste His Word on our
tongue.

Today’s scene from lsaiah is recalled in every Mass.
Before reading the Gospel, the priest silently asks God to
cleanse his lips that he might worthily proclaim His
Word.

God’s Word comes to us as it came to Peter, Paul, Isaiah,
and today’s Psalmist—as a personal call to leave
everything and follow Him, to surrender our weaknesses
in order to be filled with His strength.

Simon put out into deep waters even though, as a
professional fisherman, he knew it would be foolhardy
to expect to catch anything. In humbling himself before
the Lord’s command, he was exalted—his nets filled to
overflowing; later, as Paul tells us, he will become the
first to see the risen Lord.

Jesus has made us worthy to receive Him in the
company of angels in God’s holy Temple. On our knees
like Peter, with the humility of David in today’s Psalm,
we thank Him with all our hearts and join in the
unending hymn that Isaiah heard around God’s altar:
“Holy, holy, holy . . .” (see also Revelation 4:8).

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Those in Whom the Spirit Dwells are Divinized

What is justification?

It is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified.
(Rom 2:13)

We ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days
in malice and envy, hated by men and hating one another; but when the goodness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:3-7)

Now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from law, although the law and the prophets bear
witness to it, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction; since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. (Rom 3:21-25)

Justification means the forgiveness of our sins, sanctification, and interior renewal through faith and the state of being
on the path to eternal life — in other words, being in the state of grace.

Under the Old Law the People of God remained in God’s favour as long as they kept the Law of Moses. Under the New
Law of Love instituted by Christ, the Commandments are enriched and perfected; they are now understood not as the
sole benchmark of righteousness but as the indispensable expression and response of true faith. Christ is the “end” of
the Law; we are made righteous, or justified, by faith in Christ, who gives us grace through the Holy Spirit.

Justification cleanses us from sin and puts us in right order with God, i.e., in the state of grace. We are reconciled and
no longer slaves to sin. We are justified first of all in Baptism and remain justified as long as we freely cooperate with
God’s grace. We do this by keeping the moral law and the laws of the Church. It requires continual interior
conversion. Justification is lost by mortal sin but can be restored through the Sacrament of Penance.

From the Didache Bible

1987 The grace of the Holy Spirit has the power to justify us, that is, to cleanse us from our sins and to communicate
to us “the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ” and through Baptism.

1988 Through the power of the Holy Spirit we take part in Christ’s Passion by dying to sin, and in his Resurrection by
being born to a new life; we are members of his Body which is the Church, branches grafted onto the vine which is
himself:

[God] gave himself to us through his Spirit. By the participation of the Spirit, we become communicants in the divine
nature.... For this reason, those in whom the Spirit dwells are divinized. (St. Athanasius)

1989 The first work of the grace of the Holy Spirit is conversion, effecting justification in accordance with Jesus
proclamation at the beginning of the Gospel: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Moved by grace, man
turns toward God and away from sin, thus accepting forgiveness and righteousness from on high. “Justification is not
only the remission of sins, but also the sanctification and renewal of the interior man.” (Council of Trent (1547))

1990 Justification detaches man from sin which contradicts the love of God, and purifies his heart of sin. Justification
follows upon God’s merciful initiative of offering forgiveness. It reconciles man with God. It frees from the
enslavement to sin, and it heals.

1991 Justification is at the same time the acceptance of God’s righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ.
Righteousness (or “justice”) here means the rectitude of divine love. With justification, faith, hope, and charity are
poured into our hearts, and obedience to the divine will is granted us.

1992 Justification has been merited for us by the Passion of Christ who offered himself on the cross as a living victim,
holy and pleasing to God, and whose blood has become the instrument of atonement for the sins of all men.
Justification is conferred in Baptism, the sacrament of faith. It conforms us to the righteousness of God, who makes us
inwardly just by the power of his mercy. Its purpose is the glory of God and of Christ, and the gift of eternal life.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



