Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear c)

4 September 2022

readings

Next Week
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14
Ps 50:3-4,12-13,17, 19
1Tim 1:12-17
Lk 15:1-32

in a nutshell

Put Jesus  first. It is somewhat
shocking to hear Jesus say, ‘Whoever
comes to me without hating (family
members) cannot be my disciple’.
Jesus is using hyperbole to stress that
we must give first place to following
him. If that puts us in conflict with
our family, we must choose Jesus.
Thankfully, most of us don’t face
such conflict. We can rejoice in God
and in family, as Paul does in today’s
second reading.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Maureen
O’Kane, Helen O’Kane.

For those who have died recently,
especially Fay Huxley and those
whose anniversary occurs at this
time.

of special note

Father’s Day Collection
this weekend

More information inside

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is
right; treat your servant in accord with your
merciful love.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.

You turn men back into dust

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’

To your eyes a thousand years

are like yesterday, come and gone,

no more than a watch in the night. (R.)

You sweep men away like a dream,

like grass which springs up in the morning.
In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades. (R.)

Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants. (R.)

In the morning, fill us with your love;

we shall exult and rejoice all our days.

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Let your face shine on your servant,
and teach me your laws.

Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,

so my soul is yearning for you, my God;
my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm

Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
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Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: http://pol.org.au/mountevelyn
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our

Parish is committed to the care, wellbeing
and protection of children, and vulnerable
people in our community.

Remember children should be accompanied
by an adult family member to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee

Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Karen Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking ~Weekend Masses
In the interests of safety please park in the
official carparks rather than on the grassy
areas around the picnic tables.
area for people to gather and chat after

mass.

Keep this

Tap and Go—Located Near Kitchen Window
Donations given using Tap and Go are consid-
ered the same as cash in the basket or

“Presbytery Offering”

through

envelopes

therefore contributes to the support of the
Parish Priest. A percentage of the Presbytery
collection is also required to be sent quarterly
to support the Archdiocese.

Do you need a Helping Hand?

Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s
Conference 0427 874 374 or John Bird 0407

848 192

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday

please: mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Parish Meetings: Tuesday 23 August

Finance Committee
Parish Safeguarding

Parish Council

7:00pm
7:30pm
8:00pm

Parish Notices

Funeral Notice
The funeral of Fay Huxley will be held on Thursday 8 September at
11:00am. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord.

September 4th, Fathers’ Day Collection

Archbishop Comensoli acknowledges that, it has been a wonderful
custom in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to allow the faithful of the
Archdiocese to show something of their own appreciation through the
annual Fathers’ Day Appeal conducted by the Priests’ Retirement
Fund. The appeal goes to the care of retired and sick priests by
providing suitable accommodation, medical assistance and a
comfortable standard of living for them.

National Child Protection Week (4-10 September)

Child Protection Week is a national campaign held each year to raise
awareness of child-abuse prevention in our communities. In 2022, the
overarching message of ‘Every child, in every community needs a fair
go’ will be embraced for Child Protection Week. A particular focus this
year will also be on the right of children and young people to grow up
in environments that support them according to their needs. The
Parish of St Mary’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed
to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and
people at risk in our community. Mindful of the theme for National
Child Protection Week, may we work together to ensure all people
feel safe and supported.

In the Catholic Church, Child Protection Week is highlighted through
Safeguarding Sunday, on 11 September 2022. You can find out more
about the Church’s work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/
safeguardingsunday

Stewardship Corner

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be
my disciple.” Luke 14:33

When we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus is making an
unrealistic demand upon us. How can we renounce all of our
possessions? We need them to live. However, what we must
renounce is the belief that they belong to us. Everything that we have
belongs to God alone. All of our resources are entrusted to us not
only for our own use, but also so that we can help others. Once we
renounce the idea that we possess or are entitled to anything, it is
much easier to share the many gifts that God has given us. Then we
truly are His Disciples.

Adoration of the Eucharist

Adoration: | look at Him and He looks at me. (The profound words of
an old farmer to St. John Vianney, at the close of an Holy Hour.)
Confession: God'’s love throws caution to the wind to seek out the one
lost sheep. God is like this kooky shepherd. God loves irrationally,
exuberantly risking it all to find the one who wandered away. What
good news: God does not love according to a strict justice on our
terms, but loves in his own extravagant way. (Bishop Robert Barron)
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Friday
mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction, Thursday nights at 6:00pm except
first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.
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Regular Gardening/Working Bee

You are invited to put some time aside between 4-6pm to
assist with maintaining the gardens etc at one of our
regular working bees. BYO PPE, gloves, tools/equipment
etc. Nextone: 16 September

Coffee After 10:30 Mass has Resumed

We will be offering tea and coffee after the morning Mass
again! We are seeking volunteers to serve and wash up
once a month or so. If you'd like to be on the roster,
please put your name and number on the sign up sheet at
the kitchen window or contact Rachael O'Shea ph.
0437123802

40 Days for Life Prayers

Join other Christians for 40 days of prayer and fasting for
an end to abortion. We will be keeping vigil near a
Melbourne abortion facility from 28th September to 6th
November. Those who can’t be present may like to pray
from home or in church. To register your hours and for
more information visit www.40daysforlife.com/en/
melbourne.

Come along to the Kick-off & Rally on 28th September with
pro-life speakers. Fitzroy Gardens, Cnr. Clarendon Street &
Wellington Parade, East Melbourne, 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Annual Peace Walk 8th of October

Will you walk with us for the tens of thousands of babies
killed in Victoria each year?

Will you help us show our politicians that we won't go
speechless against this atrocity?

Will you help us celebrate life, EVERY life, great or small,
born or unborn?

If your answer to any of these was yes, we look forward to
seeing you there lining the streets of our great city! We'll
be gathering in Treasury Gardens at 12:30 and walking to
Parliament House at 1:00. We will be supplying plenty of
our own placards and balloons, and we look forward to
seeing a flood of pink and blue out in the streets. We have
some fantastic speakers lined up to encourage and build up
and speak life, and we're excited to make this our biggest
march yet! https://www.marchforthebabies.com/

Something to Make You Smile

For Father's Day:

“Dad, can you put the cat out?” “I didn't know it was on
fire.”

“It's inappropriate to make a 'dad joke' if you're not a dad.
It's a faux pa.”

“When does a joke become a dad joke? When it
becomes apparent.”

Readings Reflection

Counting the Cost

Like a king making ready for battle or a contractor about
to build a tower, we have to count the cost as we set out
to follow Jesus.

Our Lord today is telling us up front the sacrifice it will
take. His words aren’t addressed to His chosen few, the
Twelve, but rather to the “great crowds”—to anyone, to
whoever wishes to be His disciple.

That only makes His call all the more stark and
uncompromising. We are to “hate” our old lives, to
renounce all the earthly things we rely upon, to choose
Him above every person and possession. Again He tells
us that the things we have—even our family ties and
obligations—can become an excuse, an obstacle that
keeps us from giving ourselves completely to Him
(see Luke 9:23-26, 57-62).

Jesus brings us the saving wisdom we are promised in
today’s First Reading. He is that saving Wisdom.

Weighed down by many earthly concerns, the burdens
of our body and its needs, we could never see beyond
the things of this world; we could never detect God’s
heavenly design and intention. So in His mercy He sent
us His Spirit, His Wisdom from on high, to make straight
our path to Him.

Jesus Himself paid the price to free us from the sentence
imposed on Adam, which we recall in today’s Psalm
(see Genesis 2:7; 2:19). No more will the work of our
hands be an affliction; no more are we destined to turn
back to dust.

Like Onesimus in today’s Epistle, we have been
redeemed. We have been given a new family and a new
inheritance, made children of the Father, brothers and

sisters in the Lord.

We are free now to come after Him, to serve Him—no
longer slaves to the ties of our past lives. In Christ, all
our yesterdays have passed. We live in what the Psalm
today beautifully describes as the daybreak, ready to be
filled with His kindness. For He has given us wisdom of
heart and taught us to number our days aright.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Meditation on the Nativity of Mary
(The Nativity of Mary is celebrated on Thursday, 8 September)

BEFORE the birth of Mary the world was lost in the darkness of sin. Mary was born, and the morning arose:
“Nata Maria, surrexit auroro,” says a holy Father. Already it had been said of Mary: “Who is she that cometh
forth as the morning rising?” As the earth rejoices when the day dawns, for the dawn is the precursor of the
sun, so Mary at her birth gave joy to the whole world, for she was the precursor of the sun of justice, Jesus
Christ, who being made her son, came to save us by his death; therefore the Church sings; “Thy nativity, oh
virgin mother of God, announced joy to the whole world, for from thee the sun of justice has arisen, who has
given us life eternal.” Thus, when Mary was born, we received our remedy, our consolation, and our
salvation; for through Mary we have received the Saviour.

This child being then destined for the mother of the eternal Word, God bestowed on her so much grace, that
even from her immaculate conception her sanctity excelled the sanctity of all the saints and angels united,
for she received a grace of a superior order, corresponding to the dignity of mother of God. Oh holy infant,
oh full of grace, |, a miserable sinner, salute thee and adore thee. Thou art the beloved, the delight of God;
have pity on me, who through my sins have been hateful and abominable in the eyes of God. Thou, oh most
pure Virgin, hast so well known even from thy infancy how to gain the heart of God, that he denies thee
nothing, and grants all that thou dost ask of him. In thee then | place my hopes. Recommend me to thy Son,
and | shall be saved.

At the same time that Mary was destined to be the mother of our Redeemer, she was also destined to be
the mediatrix between God and us sinners. Hence the Angelic Doctor, St. Thomas, says, that Mary received
grace sufficient to save all men; and therefore St. Bernard calls Mary a channel so full that we can all partake
of its fullness. Oh my queen, oh mediatrix of sinners, perform thy office and intercede for me! Let not my
sins prevent me from confiding in thee, oh great mother of God; no, | trust in thee, and trust in thee so
much, that if my salvation were in my own hands, yet | would place it all in thine. Oh Mary, receive me under
thy protection, and this is enough for me.

From The Glories of Mary by St Alphonsus Liguori

490 To become the mother of the Saviour, Mary “was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a
role.” The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as “full of grace.” In fact, in order
for Mary to be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her vocation, it was
necessary that she be wholly borne by God’s grace.

491 Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, “full of grace” through God,
was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception
confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854

The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege
of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, preserved immune
from all stain of original sin.

492 The “splendour of an entirely unique holiness” by which Mary is “enriched from the first instant of her
conception” comes wholly from Christ: she is “redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits
of her Son.” The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person “in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places” and chose her “in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and
blameless before him in love.”

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



