Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn
Fourth Sunday of Lent (vear a)
19 March 2023
. Raise Your Voices : ]
readings The Parish of St Mary’s
Entrance Antiphon
Next Week Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Parish Priest

Ezek 37:12-14 Be joyful, all who were in mourning; REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Ps 129 exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. .

Rom 8:8-11 Parlsh Secretary

In11: 1-45 Responsorial Psalm Janine Meades

in a nutshell

Now I can See! In today’s Gospel it is
the man born blind who gradually
comes to see that Jesus is Lord.
Meanwhile the Pharisees, the
custodians of the traditional faith,
fall steadily into blindness. Self-
confident in their own knowledge,
the Pharisees refuse to see the
workings of God in Jesus. Let us
humbly ask Christ to open our eyes
that we may see his presence in our
Eucharistic community and in our
world.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Dorothy
Heering & John Jansman

For those who have died recently,
and those whose anniversary occurs
at this time.

of special note
Have you considered joining the
parish stewardship program to help

support the parish?

More Information Inside!

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing |
shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

He guides me along the right path;

he is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness

no evil would | fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.)

You have prepared a banquet for me
In the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell

for ever and ever. (R.)

Gospel acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
| am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Communion Antiphon

Jerusalem is built as a city bonded as one
together. It is there that the tribes go up, the
tribes of the Lord, to praise the name of the

Lord.

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm (EST)

5:00pm (EDST)
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: http://pol.org.au/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au



smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
http://pol.org.au/mountevelyn/Home.aspx
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au

Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Parish is committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children, and
vulnerable people in our community.

Remember children shou

accompanied by an adult family member

to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee

Fr Michel

Id be

Janine Meades

Alan Some

rs

Karen Somers

Sue Van der Li
Karla Zmeg

Car Parking —Weekend Masses
In the interests of safety please park in
the official carparks rather than on the
grassy areas around the picnic tables.
Keep this area for people to gather and

chat after mass.

Car Parking —~WEEKDAY Masses
Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church.
Please Leave the front for the truly

disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?

nden
ac

Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305
330 Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St
Mary’s Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan

Somers 0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon

Thursday please:
mountevelyn@cam.org.a

u

For positions vacant within the Diocese

visit:

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-

vacancies

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, May 2

Finance Committee
Parish Safeguarding

Parish Council

7:00pm
7:30pm
8:00pm

Parish Notices

Please note Mass Thursday morning will be at 8:00am as Fr Michel has
an off-site meeting.

Parish Meeting—Wednesday 29 March

All parishioners are urged to attend this meeting to outline/discuss concerns
with the financial viability of St Mary’s Parish.

February Financial Report

Total income: $2798 Total Expenditure: $4513

The insurance premium alone is $1790 per month leaving $1008 to cover all
other expenses; utilities, council rates, wages etc. Please consider
contributing to the upkeep of the parish. Direct debit details St Mary’s Church
BSB 083-347 account number 648531736 Ref your surname.

Palms for Palm Sunday
If you have palms that could be donated for Palm Sunday please speak to Fr
Michel.

Easter Baskets Raffle

After the success of our Christmas raffle we will have an Easter Baskets Raffle.
If you wish to donate items to be included in the Easter Baskets, there is a
basket located in the foyer for all donated items. Thanks!

Stations of the Cross During Lent

We are praying the Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent. Please
come and pray this traditional devotion following the path of our Lord
to Calvary. Jesus said to St Faustina: There is more merit to one hour
of meditation on My sorrowful Passion than there is to a whole year
of flagellation that draws blood; the contemplation of My painful wounds is
of great profit to you, and it brings Me great joy. Mount Evelyn: 7:30pm ,
Yarra Junction: 6:00pm.

Project Compassion — Thu, Vietham

Thu lives in Vietnam. When Thu was 12 years old, he stepped on an unexploded
land mine and lost his leg. Living with a disability in rural Vietnam presented
many challenges for Thu, who worked mainly as a rice farmer. Thu also took on
the role of caring for his wife, Linh, after she suffered a stroke. Determined to
turn their lives around, Thu and Linh joined the Empowerment of People with
Disabilities program, run by Caritas Australia’s local partner in Vietnam, the
Centre for Sustainable Rural Development (SRD). For Thu, the greatest impact the
program has had is enabling the change in Linh’s physical and mental wellbeing.
With the support of a physiotherapist, Linh can now walk short distances with the
aid of a walking stick.

Sacramental Program 2023 - First meeting Tuesday 28 March
Parents are invited to an introductory meeting. Enrolment forms will be
available.

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—April 21

Do you have a love of gardening, working outside? The parish needs your
expertise and enthusiasm to maintain our grounds. You are invited to put
some time aside between 4-6pm on the first and/or third Fridays of the
month at one of our regular working bees. BYO PPE, gloves, tools/equipment.

Building Community—Morning Tea after 10.30am Sunday Mass

Stay and chat over a cuppa! Consider joining the roster to assist in serving. If
you are unable to serve but would like to contribute, donations of packaged
biscuits would be appreciated. Contact Rachael 0437123802

Morning tea after 9:00am Mass first Tuesday of the month. (April’s tea
cancelled due to it being Holy Week.)


mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Stewardship Corner

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” 1Samuel 16:7
How often do we invest our time, talent and treasure in creating
an appearance that does not matter at all to God? We strive to
impress with our clothing, home, career, possessions, car and
other marks of distinction. But none of these illusions of
greatness will impress God. Instead, He will look into our hearts
to see how much we loved Him, how much we loved others and
how we showed that love by the way we used our time, talent
and treasure here on earth.

Adoration of the Eucharist

Saint Joseph adored the Lord Jesus in His hidden life. Aside from
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph was the first and most
perfect adorer of our Lord. (St. Peter Julian Eymard) Confession is
an act of honesty and courage—an act of entrusting ourselves to
the mercy of a loving and forgiving God. (St John Paul II)
Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday
6:00pm (first Thursday Warburton). Confessions available
during Adoration.

Turkiye-Syria Earthquake Disaster

A 7.8 magnitude earthquake has unleashed devastation on
Tirkiye and Syria. Over 50,000 people have been killed, with
many more injured and left homeless. After 12 years of war,
Syria is at breaking point and desperately needs assistance. Your
generous donation means our partners in Tirkiye and Syria can
respond swiftly to support the survivors of this unimaginable
tragedy. Visit: www.caritas.org.au/syria-turkey or call 1800 024
413 toll free to donate now.

Something to Make You Smile

Paddy and his wife Sheila are lying in bed one morning, having
just woken up from a good night’s sleep. Paddy takes his darling
wife’s hand and she responds, “Don’t touch me. Call Father
O’Toole. | want him to do the funeral.” Why?” asks Paddy. She
replies, “Because I'm dead.” Paddy says to his wife, “What are
you talking about? We’re both lying here in bed together and
talking to one another.” The wife says, “No, I’'m definitely dead.”
But Paddy insists, “You’re not dead and I’'m not calling Father
O’'Toole. What in the world makes you think you’re dead.” His
wife answers, “Because | woke up this morning and nothing
hurts!”

Holy Week Schedule — (Both Parishes)
Holy Thursday:
NO 9am Mass.
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Yarra Junction 6pm
Mt Evelyn 8pm

Saturday Confessions
Mt Evelyn 11:30am-12:30pm

Easter Vigil:

Yarra Junction 6pm

Good Friday: Mt Evelyn 8:30pm

Stations of the Cross:
Warburton 10:30
Mt Evelyn 9am

Easter Sunday:

Warburton 8:30am

Passion of the Lord: Mt Evelyn 10:30am, & 5pm

Pallotti College 3pm
Mt Evelyn 3pm

Readings Reflection

Eyesight to the Blind

God’s ways of seeing are not our ways, we hear in
today’s First Reading. Jesus illustrates this in the Gospel
as the blind man comes to see and the Pharisees are
made blind.

The blind man stands for all humanity. “Born totally in
sin,” he is made a new creation by the saving power of
Christ.

As God fashioned the first man from the clay of the
earth (see Genesis 2:7), Jesus gives the blind man new
life by anointing his eyes with clay (see John 9:11). As
God breathed the spirit of life into the first man, the
blind man is not healed until he washes in the waters of
Siloam, a name that means “Sent.”

Jesus is the One “sent” by the Father to do the Father’s
will (see John 9:4; 12:44). He is the new source of life-
giving water: the Holy Spirit who rushes upon us in
Baptism (see John 4:10; 7:38—-39).

This is the Spirit that rushes upon God’s chosen king
David in today’s First Reading. A shepherd like Moses
before him (see Exodus 3:1; Psalm 78:70-71), David is
also a sign pointing to the good shepherd and king to
come—Jesus (see John 10:11).

The Lord is our shepherd, as we sing in today’s Psalm. By
His death and Resurrection He has made a path for us
through the dark valley of sin and death, leading us to
the verdant pastures of the kingdom of life, the Church.

In the restful waters of Baptism He has refreshed our
souls. He has anointed our heads with the oil of
Confirmation and spread the Eucharistic table before us,

filling our cups to overflowing.

With the once-blind man we enter His house to give God
the praise, to renew our vow: “I do believe, Lord.”

“The Lord looks into the heart,” we hear today. Let Him
find us, as Paul advises in today’s Epistle, living as
“children of light,” trying always to learn what is pleasing
to our Father.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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A Daily Examination of Conscience

A daily examination of conscience (“examen”), is where one reviews the day, at the end of the day, in the presence of the
Lord. Contrary to what people often think about the examen, it’s not simply a laundry list of sins. In fact, Ignatius directs
people to spend most of their time reflecting not on sins but on the blessings of the day. It’s really an exercise in recognizing
the good things God is doing in our lives and how we are or are not responding to his love.

The examination of conscience (also called “examen”) should be made sometime toward the end of the day. Most people
make it shortly before going to bed. It’s basically a mental review of the previous 16 hours or so of consciousness — thus,
some people prefer to call the examination of conscience an examination of consciousness. To make the examen, first, we
should put ourselves in the presence of God. In other words, we should begin with the attitude that the examen is a time of
prayer, not just a mental exercise. Devoutly making the Sign of the Cross may be enough to do this. Next, we just have to
remember one word: baker, B-A-K-E-R, baker. Actually, we also have to remember what each letter of this word stands for.
Let’s start with “B.”

B stands for “blessings.” According to St. Ignatius, this is the most important of the five points. Here we simply review our
day, survey the many blessings God has given us throughout it, and then praise and thank him for these blessings. For
instance, maybe we had a great conversation with someone at lunch. During the examen, we might want to reflect on that
gift and praise and thank God for it. Of course, we don’t have to go through every single blessing of the day. That would take
way too much time. The key is to let one’s heart roam about and settle on the particular peaks of joy and blessing of the
day, what Ignatius calls “consolation.” One more thing: We shouldn’t forget to thank God for the crosses of the day, which
are also blessings. If we get into the habit of praising and thanking God like this every day during our examen, then we’ll
begin to better recognize the blessings of our day as they happen, and thus, we’ll develop a continual attitude of gratitude.
In other words, our praise and thanks won’t begin to flow simply when we make our examen — it’ll flow all day long.
Furthermore, as God sees our efforts to recognize and thank him for his many gifts, he’ll send us more and more.

A stands for “Ask.” Although we already placed ourselves in the presence of God when we began the examen, here we need
to ask for a special grace from the Holy Spirit, the grace to recognize our sins. Without the help of the Holy Spirit, we’ll
remain blind to our sinfulness. Thus, when we get to this second point, we need to ask the Holy Spirit to help us recognize
our sinfulness, which brings us to the next point.

K stands for “Kill.” Why “kill”? Because it was our sins that killed and crucified Jesus. During this third point, we look at our
sinfulness (weaknesses and attachments, too). So, again, we gaze across the conscious hours of our day. This time, however,
we look not for peaks but valleys, what Ignatius calls “desolation.” In other words, we pay attention to those times during
our day when our hearts dropped. Why might they have dropped? Maybe because of someone else’s sin. Maybe someone
said something unkind to us. Fine. Did we forgive them? If so, good. If not, well, the examen is a good time to deal with it.
Now, let’s keep looking. Here’s another time our hearts dropped. It was this afternoon at work, standing by the water
cooler. Hmmm. Why did our hearts drop then? Ah, yes (thanks, Holy Spirit), that’s when we stuck Bob with a verbal barb.
Let’s see, anything else? Yes, there’s another heart dropper: We didn’t accept the traffic jam on our way home as a small
sharing in the Cross. We should have been more peaceful about it and offered it up as a prayer for others. Okay, so after
remembering all those heart-dropping moments, we may feel pretty down. Such a feeling may make us want to run away
from Jesus. Let’s not. When the weight of our sinfulness drags us down, that’s the best time to go to Jesus, sinfulness and all
— which brings us to the next point.

E stands for “embrace.” This is to allow Jesus to embrace us, sinners that we are, with the rays of his merciful love. While
praying over this point, it may be helpful to think of the Image of Divine Mercy. | like to imagine the rays of this image
embracing me with forgiveness. | also like to remember Jesus’ words that it rests his Heart to forgive and that when | go to
him with my sinfulness, | give him the joy of being my Savior. | believe that at this point of the examen, we greatly console
Jesus when we simply let him embrace us with his merciful love — and of course, we, too, are consoled. | recommend
spending some time lingering on this point (in the embrace) before moving on to the next.

R stands for “Resolution.” During this last point of the examen, we take what we’ve learned from the previous points and
look ahead to the next day, ready to make resolutions. For instance, having recognized during “K” that we stuck Bob with a
verbal barb at the office today, we might resolve that tomorrow morning we’ll make it up to him by going to his cubicle,
slapping him on the back, and congratulating him on how his football team did earlier this evening. Also, having
remembered that we were impatient during the traffic jam today, we can resolve to bite our tongues if the sea of brake
lights appears again tomorrow. Finally, because during “B” we realized that God was speaking to us during our lunchtime
conversation with Sally, giving light on a certain problem, we can resolve to act on that light by looking up the online article
she recommended. (I think we get the idea.)

Michael Gaitley, 33 Days to Morning Glory: A Do It Yourself Retreat in Preparation for Marian Consecration.
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