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Monday-Saturday, 16th—21st August 2021

20th Week in Ordinary Time - Year 1

MONDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Turn your eyes, O God, our
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one
day within your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere.

READING: Judges 2:11-19

The sons of Israel did what displeases the Lord and
served the Baals. They deserted the Lord, the God of
their ancestors, who had brought them out of the land
of Egypt, and followed other gods from the gods of the
peoples round them. They bowed down to these; they
provoked the Lord; they deserted the Lord to serve Baal
and Astarte. Then the Lord’s anger flamed out against
Israel. He handed them over to pillagers who plundered
them; he delivered them to the enemies surrounding
them, and they were not able to resist them. In every
warlike venture, the hand of the Lord was there to foil
them, as the Lord had warned, as the Lord had sworn to
them. Thus he reduced them to dire distress.

Then the Lord appointed judges for them, and rescued
the men of Israel from the hands of their plunderers.
But they would not listen to their judges. They
prostituted themselves to other gods, and bowed down
before these. Very quickly they left the path their
ancestors had trodden in obedience to the orders of
the Lord; they did not follow their example. When the
Lord appointed judges for them, the Lord was with the
judge and rescued them from the hands of their
enemies as long as the judge lived, for the Lord felt pity
for them as they groaned under the iron grip of their
oppressors. But once the judge was dead, they relapsed
and behaved even worse than their ancestors. They
followed other gods; they served them and bowed
before them, and would not give up the practices and
stubborn ways of their ancestors at all.

PSALM: Lord, remember us, for the love you bear your
people.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is
theirs! Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Matthew 19:16-22
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

There was a man who came to Jesus and asked,
‘Master, what good deed must | do to possess eternal
life?’ Jesus said to him, “‘Why do you ask me about what
is good. There is one alone who is good. But if you wish
to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said,
‘Which?’ ‘These,” Jesus replied, ‘You must not kill. You
must not commit adultery. You must not bring false
witness. Honour your father and mother, and: You must
love your neighbour as yourself.” The young man said to
him ‘I have kept all these. What more do | need to do?’
Jesus said, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go and sell what
you own and give the money to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” But
when the young man heard these words he went away
sad, for he was a man of great wealth.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: With the Lord there is mercy;
in him is plentiful redemption.

TUESDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Turn your eyes, O God, our
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one
day within your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere.

READING: Judges 6:11-24

The angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth
at Ophrah which belonged to Joash of Abiezer. Gideon
his son was threshing wheat inside the winepress to
keep it hidden from Midian, when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him and said, ‘The Lord is with you, valiant
warrior!” Gideon answered him, ‘Forgive me, my lord,
but if the Lord is with us, then why is it that all this is
happening to us now? And where are all the wonders
our ancestors tell us of when they say, “Did not the
Lord bring us out of Egypt?” But now the Lord has
deserted us; he has abandoned us to Midian.’

At this the Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in the
strength now upholding you, and you will rescue Israel
from the power of Midian. Do | not send you myself?’
Gideon answered him, ‘Forgive me, my lord, but how
can | deliver Israel? My clan, you must know, is the



weakest in Manasseh and | am the least important in
my family,” The Lord answered him, ‘| will be with you
and you shall crush Midian as though it were a single
man. Gideon said to him, ‘If | have found favour in your
sight, give me a sign that it is you who speak to me. |
beg you, do not go away until | come back, | will bring
you my offering and set it down before you.” And he
answered, ‘| will stay until you return.’

Gideon went away and prepared a young goat and
made unleavened cakes with an ephah of flour. He put
the meat into a basket and the broth into a pot, then
brought it all to him under the terebinth. As he came
near, the angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Take the meat
and unleavened cakes, put them on this rock and pour
the broth over them.” Gideon did so. Then the angel of
the Lord reached out the tip of the staff in his hand and
touched the meat and unleavened cakes. Fire sprang
from the rock and consumed the meat and unleavened
cakes, and the angel of the Lord vanished before his
eyes. Then Gideon knew this was the angel of the Lord,
and he said, ‘Alas, my Lord! | have seen the angel of the
Lord face to face!” The Lord answered him, ‘Peace be
with you; have no fear; you will not die.” Gideon built
an altar there to the Lord and called it The-Lord-is-
Peace.
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PSALM: The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor to make you
rich out of his poverty, Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Matthew 19:23-30
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you solemnly, it will be
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Yes, | tell you again, it is easier for a camel to pass
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of heaven.” When the disciples heard this
they were astonished. ‘Who can be saved, then?’ they
said. Jesus gazed at them. ‘For men’ he told them ‘this
is impossible; for God everything is possible.’

Then Peter spoke. ‘What about us?’ he said to him. ‘We
have left everything and followed you. What are we to
have, then?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I tell you solemnly,
when all is made new and the Son of Man sits on his
throne of glory, you will yourselves sit on twelve
thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel. And
everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father,
mother, children or land for the sake of my name will
be repaid a hundred times over, and also inherit eternal
life.

‘Many who are first will be last, and the last, first.’

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: With the Lord there is mercy;
in him is plentiful redemption.

WEDNESDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Turn your eyes, O God, our
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one
day within your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere.

READING: Judges 9:6-15

All the leading men of Shechem and all Bethmillo
gathered, and proclaimed Abimelech king by the
terebinth of the pillar at Shechem.

News of this was brought to Jotham. He came and
stood on the top of Mount Gerizim and shouted aloud
for them to hear:

‘Hear me, leaders of Shechem, that God may also hear
you! ‘One day the trees went out to anoint a king to
rule over them. They said to the olive tree, “Be our
King!” ‘The olive tree answered them, “Must | forego
my oil which gives honour to gods and men, to stand
swaying above the trees?” ‘Then the trees said to the
fig tree. “Come now, you be our king!” ‘The fig tree
answered them, “Must | forego my sweetness, forego
my excellent fruit, to stand swaying above the trees?”
‘Then the trees said to the vine, “Come now, you be our
king!” ‘The vine answered them, ‘Must | forego my
wine which cheers the heart of gods and men,

to stand swaying above the trees?” ‘Then all the trees
said to the thorn bush, “Come now, you be our king!”
‘And the thorn bush answered the trees, “If in all good
faith you anoint me king to reign over you, then come
and shelter in my shade. If not, fire will come from the
thorn bush and devour the cedars of Lebanon.””

PSALM: Lord, your strength gives joy to the king.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
The word of God is living and active; it probes the
thoughts and motives of our heart. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire workers
for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the
workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw
others standing idle in the market place and said to
them, “You go to my vineyard too and | will give you a
fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and
again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the
same. Then at about the eleventh hour he went out and
found more men standing round, and he said to them,
“Why have you been standing here idle all day?’
“Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said
to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening,



the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the
workers and pay them their wages, starting with the
last arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who
were hired at about the eleventh hour came forward
and received one denarius each. When the first came,
they expected to get more, but they too received one
denarius. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner.
“The men who came last” they said “have done only
one hour, and you have treated them the same as us,
though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the
heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My friend, |
am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one
denarius? Take your earnings and go. | choose to pay
the last-comer as much as | pay you. Have | no right to
do what | like with my own? Why be envious because |
am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first,
last.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
With the Lord there is mercy; in him is plentiful
redemption.

THURSDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Turn your eyes, O God, our
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one
day within your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere.

READING: Judges 11:29-39

The spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah, who crossed
Gilead and Manasseh, passed through to Mizpah in
Gilead and from Mizpah in Gilead made his way to the
rear of the Ammonites. And Jephthah made a vow to
the Lord, ‘If you deliver the Ammonites into my hands,
then the first person to meet me from the door of my
house when | return in triumph from fighting the
Ammonites shall belong to the Lord, and | will offer him
up as a holocaust.” Jephthah marched against the
Ammonites to attack them, and the Lord delivered
them into his power. He harassed them from Aroer
almost to Minnith (twenty towns) and to Abel-keramim.
It was a very severe defeat, and the Ammonites were
humbled before the Israelites.

As Jephthah returned to his house at Mizpah, his
daughter came out from it to meet him; she was
dancing to the sound of timbrels. This was his only
child; apart from her he had neither son nor daughter.
When he saw her, he tore his clothes and exclaimed,
‘Oh my daughter, what sorrow you are bringing me!
Must it be you, the cause of my ill-fortune! | have given
a promise to the Lord, and | cannot unsay what | have
said.” She answered him, ‘My father, you have given a

promise to the Lord; treat me as the vow you took
binds you to, since the Lord has given you vengeance
on your enemies the Ammonites.” Then she said to her
father, ‘Grant me one request. Let me be free for two
months. | shall go and wander in the mountains, and
with my companions bewail my virginity.” He answered,
‘Go,” and let her depart for two months. So she went
away with her companions and bewailed her virginity in
the mountains. When the two months were over, she
returned to her father, and he treated her as the vow
he had uttered bound him.

PSALM: Here am I, Lord; | come to do your will.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and the elders
of the people in parables. ‘The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a king who gave a feast for his son’s
wedding. He sent his servants to call those who had
been invited, but they would not come. Next he sent
some more servants. “Tell those who have been
invited” he said “that | have my banquet all prepared,
my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered,
everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” But they
were not interested: one went off to his farm, another
to his business, and the rest seized his servants,
maltreated them and killed them. The king was furious.
He dispatched his troops, destroyed those murderers
and burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, “The
wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved
to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and
invite everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these
servants went out onto the roads and collected
together everyone they could find, bad and good alike;
and the wedding hall was filled with guests. When the
king came in to look at the guests he noticed one man
who was not wearing a wedding garment, and said to
him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without a
wedding garment?” And the man was silent. Then the
king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot
and throw him out into the dark, where there will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called,
but few are chosen.’

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
With the Lord there is mercy; in him is plentiful
redemption.



FRIDAY
St Bernard

"What we love we
shall grow to

resemble."
-Saint Bernard of Clairvaux

@
P

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Filled by the Lord with a spirit
of understanding, blessed Bernard ministered streams
of clear teaching to the people of God.

READING: Sirach 15:1-6

Whoever fears the Lord will act like this,

and whoever grasps the Law will obtain wisdom.
She will come to meet him like a mother,

and receive him like a virgin bride.

She will give him the bread of understanding to eat,
and the water of wisdom to drink.

He will lean on her and will not fall,

he will rely on her and not be put to shame.

She will raise him high above his neighbours,
and in full assembly she will open his mouth.

He will find happiness and a crown of joy,

he will inherit an everlasting name.

PSALM: Lord, teach me your decrees.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
Remain in my love, says the Lord; all who live in me, and
I in them, will bear much fruit. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: John 17:20-26
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:

‘Holy Father, | pray not only for these, but for those also
who through their words will believe in me. May they
all be one. Father, may they be one in us,

as you are in me and | am in you, so that the world may
believe that it was you who sent me. | have given them
the glory you gave to me, that they may be one as we
are one. With me in them and you in me, may they be
so completely one that the world will realise that it was
you who sent me and that | have loved them as much
as you loved me. Father, | want those you have given
me to be with me where | am, so that they may always
see the glory you have given me because you loved me
before the foundation of the world.

Father, Righteous One, the world has not known you,
but | have known you, and these have known that you
have sent me. | have made your name known to them
and will continue to make it known, so that the love
with which you loved me may be in them, and so that |
may be in them.’

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: As the Father loves me, so |
also love you; remain in my love, says the Lord.

SATURDAY
St Pius X, Pope

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord chose him for himself
as high priest, and, opening his treasure house, made
him rich in all good things.

READING: 1 Thess 2:2-8

It was our God who gave us the courage to proclaim his
Good News to you in the face of great opposition. We
have not taken to preaching because we are deluded,
or immoral, or trying to deceive anyone; it was God
who decided that we were fit to be entrusted with the
Good News, and when we are speaking, we are not
trying to please men but God, who can read our inmost
thoughts. You know very well, and we can swear it
before God, that never at any time have our speeches
been simply flattery, or a cover for trying to get money;
nor have we ever looked for any special honour from
men, either from you or anybody else, when we could
have imposed ourselves on you with full weight, as
apostles of Christ. Instead, we were unassuming. Like a
mother feeding and looking after her own children, we
felt so devoted and protective towards you, and had
come to love you so much, that we were eager to hand
over to you not only the Good News but our whole lives
as well.

PSALM: Forever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; | know my
sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Jn 21:15-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Jesus showed himself to his disciples, and after they
had eaten he said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these others do? He
answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know | love you.” Jesus said to
him, ‘Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him,
‘Simon son of John, do you love me? He replied, ‘Yes
Lord, you know | love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look after
my sheep.” Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son
of John, do you love me? Peter was upset that he
asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and said,
‘Lord, you know everything; you know | love you.’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.’

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: The Good Shepherd has laid
down his life for his sheep.



