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Monday-Saturday, 15th-20th November 2021

33rd Week in Ordinary Time - Year 1

MONDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord said: | think
thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call
upon me, and | will answer you, and | will lead back
your captives from every place.

READING: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43. 54-57. 62-64
A reading from the first book of Maccabees

There grew a sinful offshoot, Antiochus Epiphanes,
son of King Antiochus; once a hostage in Rome, he
became king in the one hundred and thirty-seventh
year of the kingdom of the Greeks. It was then that
there emerged from Israel a set of renegades who
led many people astray. ‘Come’ they said ‘let us
reach an understanding with the pagans surrounding
us. For since we separated ourselves from them
many misfortunes have overtaken us.” This proposal
proved acceptable, and a number of the people
eagerly approached the king, who authorised them
to practise the pagan observances. So they built a
gymnasium in Jerusalem, such as the pagans have,
disguised their circumcision, and abandoned the
holy covenant, submitting to the heathen rule as
willing slaves of impiety.

Then the king issued a proclamation to his whole
kingdom that all were to become a single people,
each renouncing his particular customs. All the
pagans conformed to the king’s decree, and many
Israelites chose to accept his religion, sacrificing to
idols and profaning the sabbath. On the fifteenth
day of Chislev in the year one hundred and forty-five
the king erected the abomination of desolation
above the altar; and altars were built in the
surrounding towns of Judah and incense offered at
the doors of houses and in the streets. Any books of
the Law that came to light were torn up and burned.
Whenever anyone was discovered possessing a copy
of the covenant or practising the Law, the king's
decree sentenced him to death.

Yet there were many in Israel who stood firm and
found the courage to refuse unclean food. They
chose death rather than contamination by such fare
or profanation of the holy covenant, and they were
executed. It was a dreadful wrath that visited Israel.

PSALM: Give me life, O Lord, and | will do your
commands.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord: whoever
follows me will have the light of life. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 18:35-43
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

As Jesus drew near to Jericho there was a blind man
sitting at the side of the road begging. When he
heard the crowd going past he asked what it was all
about, and they told him that Jesus the Nazarene
was passing by. So he called out, ‘Jesus, Son of
David, have pity on me.” The people in front scolded
him and told him to keep quiet, but he shouted all
the louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ Jesus
stopped and ordered them to bring the man to him,
and when he came up, asked him, ‘What do you
want me to do for you?’ ‘Sir,” he replied ‘let me see
again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight. Your
faith has saved you.” And instantly his sight returned
and he followed him praising God, and all the people
who saw it gave praise to God for what had
happened.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: To be near God is my
happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.

TUESDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord said: I think
thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call
upon me, and | will answer you, and | will lead
back your captives from every place.

FIRST READING: 2 Mc 6:18-31
A reading from the second book of Maccabees.

Eleazar, one of the foremost teachers of the Law, a
man already advanced in years and of most noble
appearance, was being forced to open his mouth
wide to swallow pig’s flesh. But he, resolving to die
with honour rather than to live disgraced, went to
the block of his own accord, spitting the stuff out,
the plain duty of anyone with the courage to reject
what it is not lawful to taste, even from a natural
tenderness for his own life. Those in charge of the
impious banquet, because of their long-standing
friendship with him, took him aside and privately
urged him to have meat brought of a kind he could
properly use, prepared by himself, and only pretend
to eat the portions of sacrificial meat as prescribed
by the king; this action would enable him to escape
death, by availing himself of an act of kindness



prompted by their long friendship. But having taken
a noble decision worthy of his years and the dignity
of his great age and the well earned distinction of
his grey hairs, worthy too of his impeccable conduct
from boyhood, and above all of the holy legislation
established by God himself, he publicly stated his
convictions, telling them to send him at once to
Hades. ‘Such pretence’ he said ‘ does not square
with our time of life; many young people would
suppose that Eleazar at the age of ninety had
conformed to the foreigners’ way of life, and
because | had played this part for the sake of a
paltry brief spell of life might themselves be led
astray on my account; | should only bring
defilement and disgrace on my old age. Even
though for the moment | avoid execution by man, |
can never, living or dead, elude the grasp of the
Almighty. Therefore if | am man enough to quit this
life here and now | shall prove myself worthy of my
old age, and | shall have left the young a noble
example of how to make a good death, eagerly and
generously, for the venerable and holy laws.’

With these words he went straight to the block. His
escorts, so recently well disposed towards him,
turned against him after this declaration, which
they regarded as sheer madness. Just before he
died under the blows, he groaned aloud and said,
‘The Lord whose knowledge is holy sees clearly that,
though | might have escaped death, whatever
agonies of body | now endure under this
bludgeoning, in my soul | am glad to suffer, because
of the awe which he inspires in me.’

This was how he died, leaving his death as an
example of nobility and a record of virtue not only
for the young but for the great majority of the
nation.

PSALM: The Lord upholds me.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
God first loved us and sent his Son to take away
our sins. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 19:1-10
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the
town when a man whose name was Zacchaeus
made his appearance; he was one of the senior tax
collectors and a wealthy man. He was anxious to
see what kind of man Jesus was, but he was too
short and could not see him for the crowd; so he
ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a
glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. When
Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to
him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because | must
stay at your house today.” And he hurried down and
welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when
they saw what was happening. ‘He has gone to stay
at a sinner’s house’ they said. But Zacchaeus stood
his ground and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, | am
going to give half my property to the poor, and if |
have cheated anybody | will pay him back four times
the amount.” And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation
has come to this house, because this man too is a

son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to
seek out and save what was lost.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: To be near God is my
happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.

WEDNESDAY
Memorial of St Elizabeth of Hungary
(Alternate readings used for this Memorial)

ST. ELIZABETH
OF HUNGARY

November 17th

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Come you blessed of my
Father, says the Lord: | was sick, and you visited me;
Amen, | say to you: Whatever you did for one of the
least of my brethren you did it for me.

READING: 1John 3:14-18
A reading from the first letter of St John.

We have passed out of death and into life, and of
This we can be sure because we love our brothers.
If you refused to love, you must remain dead; to
hate your brother is to be a murderer, and
murderers, as you know, do not have eternal life in
them. This has taught us love — that he gave up his
life for us; and we, too, ought to give up our lives for
our brothers.

If a man who was rich enough in this world’s goods
saw that one of his brothers was in need, but closed
his heart to him, how could the love of God be living
in him? My children, our love is not to be just
Words or mere talk, but something real and active.

PSALM: | will bless the Lord at all times.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
| give you a new commandment: love one another
as | have loved you. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you who are
listening: Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who treat you badly. To the man who slaps you on
one cheek, present the other cheek too; to the man
who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your
tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and do not
ask for your property back from the man who robs
you. Treat others as you would like them to treat
you. If you love those who love you, what thanks
can you expect? Even sinners love those who love
them. And if you do good to those who do good to



you, what thanks can you expect? For even sinners do that
much. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive, what thanks can you expect? Even sinners lend to
sinners to get back the same amount. Instead, love your
enemies and do good, and lend without any hope of
return. You will have a great reward, and you will be sons
of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful
and the wicked.

‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do
not judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned yourselves;
grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and there
will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over, will be poured into your lap;
because the amount you measure out is the amount you
will be given back.’

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Greater love has no one
than to lay down his life for his friends.

THURSDAY

The Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts Peter and Paul, apostles
(Alternate readings used for this Memorial)

OF PETER'AND PAUL

November 18th

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: You will make them princes
over all the earth; they will remember your name
through all generations. Thus the peoples will praise
you for ever, from age to age.

READING: Acts 28:11-16, 30-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

At the end of three months we set sail in a ship that
had wintered in the island; she came from Alexandria
and her figurehead was the Twins. We put in at
Syracuse and spent three days there; from there we
followed the coast up to Rhegium. After one day
there a south wind sprang up and on the second day
we made Puteoli, where we found some brothers
and were much rewarded by staying a week with
them. And so we came to Rome.

When the brothers there heard of our arrival they
came to meet us, as far as the Forum of Appius and
the Three Taverns. When Paul saw them he thanked
God and took courage. On our arrival in Rome Paul
was allowed to stay in lodgings of his own with the
soldier who guarded him. Paul spent the whole of
the two years in his own rented lodging. He
welcomed all who came to visit him, proclaiming the
kingdom of God and teaching the truth about the
Lord Jesus Christ with complete freedom and without
hindrance from anyone.

PSALM: The Lord has revealed to the nations his
saving power.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!

You are God; we praise you; you are the Lord; we
acclaim you; the glorious company of apostles
praise you. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-23
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

After the crowds had eaten as much as they wanted,
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead to the other side while he would send the
crowds away. After sending the crowds away he went
up into the hills by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far
out on the lake, was battling with a heavy sea for
there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the
night he went towards them, walking on the lake,
and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake
they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried
out in fear. But at once Jesus called out to them
saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’” It was Peter
who answered. ‘Lord,” he said ‘if it is you, tell me to
come to you across the water.” ‘Come’ said Jesus.
Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking
towards Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt
the force of the wind, he took fright and began to
sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand
at once and held him. ‘Man of little faith,” he said
‘why did you doubt? And as they got into the boat
the wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down
before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: O Lord, you have the words of
eternal life, and we have come to believe that you are
the Christ, the Son of God.

FRIDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord said: | think
thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call
upon me, and | will answer you, and | will lead back
your captives from every place.

READING: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59
A reading from the first book of Maccabees.

Judas and his brothers said, ‘Now that our enemies
have been defeated, let us go up to purify the
sanctuary and dedicate it So they marshalled the
whole army, and went up to Mount Zion.

On the twenty-fifth of the ninth month, Chislev, in
the year one hundred and forty-eight, they rose at
dawn and offered a lawful sacrifice on the new altar



of holocausts which they had made. The altar was
dedicated, to the sound of zithers, harps and
cymbals, at the same time of year and on the same
day on which the pagans had originally profaned it.
The whole people fell prostrate in adoration, praising
to the skies him who made them so successful. For
eight days they celebrated the dedication of the altar,
joyfully offering holocausts, communion sacrifices
and thanksgivings. They ornamented the front of the
Temple with crowns and bosses of gold, repaired the
gates and the storerooms and fitted them with doors.
There was no end to the rejoicing among the people,
and the reproach of the pagans was lifted from them.
Judas, with his brothers and the whole assembly of
Israel, made it a law that the days of the dedication
of the altar should be celebrated yearly at the proper
season, for eight days beginning on the twenty-fifth
of the month Chislev, with rejoicing and gladness.

PSALM: We praise your glorious name, O mighty God!

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! My sheep listen to
my voice, says the Lord; | know them, and they
follow me. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 19:45-48
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Jesus went into the Temple and began driving out
those who were selling. ‘According to scripture,” he
said ‘my house will be a house of prayer. But you
have turned it into a robbers’ den.’

He taught in the Temple every day. The chief priests
and the scribes, with the support of the leading
citizens, tried to do away with him, but they did not
see how they could carry this out because the people
as a whole hung on his words.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: To be near God is my
happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.

SATURDAY
Mass of the Day

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Lord said: I think
thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call
upon me, and | will answer you, and I will lead back your
captives from every place.

READING: 1 Mc6:1-13
A reading from the first book of Maccabees.

King Antiochus was making his way across the upper
provinces; he had heard that in Persia there was a
city called Elymais, renowned for its riches, its silver
and gold, and its very wealthy temple containing
golden armour, breastplates and weapons, left there
by Alexander son of Philip, the king of Macedon, the
first to reign over the Greeks. He therefore went and
attempted to take the city and pillage it, but without
success, since the citizens learnt of his intention, and
offered him a stiff resistance, whereupon he turned
about and retreated, disconsolate, in the direction of
Babylon. But while he was still in Persia news reached
him that the armies that had invaded the land of
Judah had been defeated, and that Lysias in

particular had advanced in massive strength, only to
be forced to turn and flee before the Jews; these had
been strengthened by the acquisition of arms,
supplies and abundant spoils from the armies they
had cut to pieces; they had overthrown the
abomination he had erected over the altar in
Jerusalem, and had encircled the sanctuary with high
walls as in the past, and had fortified Bethzur, one of
his cities. When the king heard this news he was
amazed and profoundly shaken; he threw himself on
his bed and fell into a lethargy from acute
disappointment, because things had not turned out
for him as he had planned. And there he remained
for many days, subject to deep and recurrent fits of
melancholy, until he understood that he was dying.
Then summoning all his Friends, he said to them,
‘Sleep evades my eyes, and my heart is cowed by
anxiety. | have been asking myself how | could have
come to such a pitch of distress, so great a flood as
that which now engulfs me — | who was so generous
and well-loved in my heyday. But now | remember
the wrong | did in Jerusalem when | seized all the
vessels of silver and gold there, and ordered the
extermination of the inhabitants of Judah for no
reason at all. This, | am convinced, is why these
misfortunes have overtaken me, and why | am dying
of melancholy in a foreign land.

PSALM: | will rejoice in your salvation, O Lord.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia!
Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death
and brought us life through his gospel. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 20:27-40
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Some Sadducees — those who say that there is no
resurrection — approached Jesus and they put this
guestion to him, ‘Master, we have it from Moses in
writing, that if a man’s married brother dies childless,
the man must marry the widow to raise up children
for his brother. Well then, there were seven
brothers. The first, having married a wife, died
childless. The second and then the third married the
widow. And the same with all seven, they died
leaving no children. Finally the woman herself died.
Now, at the resurrection, to which of them will she
be wife since she had been married to all seven?
Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take wives
and husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a
place in the other world and in the resurrection from
the dead do not marry because they can no longer
die, for they are the same as the angels, and being
children of the resurrection they are sons of God.
And Moses himself implies that the dead rise again,
in the passage about the bush where he calls the
Lord the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacob. Now he is God, not of the dead, but of
the living; for to him all men are in fact alive.’

Some scribes then spoke up. ‘Well put, Master’ they
said — because they would not dare to ask him any
more questions.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: To be near God is my
happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.



