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Please pray for:
Our sick:

Brian Twomey ,Tim Byrne, Fr. Andrew, Sr. Mary Joseph, Maria Watt, Michelle Jenkins, Lina &
oseph Bartnik, Netty Fabretto, Mary O'Connor, Paul and Anne Pace and Tony and Maria Raunik
Anniversaries:

Tomasso Giarrusso

5th Sunday of Lent, A

Scriptures Reflection

The three readings on the 5" Sunday of Lent focus on the question: ‘How do we obtain life?’ In the first reading,
Ezekiel says that those committed to God will find life after they die. Paul, in the letter to the Romans, says
that through the Spirit, we can find life. The Gospel describes the raising of Lazarus and shows that all God’s
power is found in Jesus who brings believers the fullness of life.

In his Spiritual Exercises, Ignatius of Loyola suggests that for each Gospel story we should try to put ourselves in
the place of each character and imagine how we would feel in those circumstances. This can be a challenging
exercise. Can | try to put myself in the place of Lazarus? Lying cold in the tomb, | am dead to everything and
then | hear a voice: ‘Come out, Lazarus.” There | am, wrapped in bandages, surrounded by darkness. What is
our equivalent to his tomb, here and now?

Putting ourselves in Lazarus’s place can show us imperfections in our lifestyle and make us long for a new
spiritual freedom. Just less than two weeks before the commencing of the celebration of Easter Triduum, the
story of raising of Lazarus challenges us live life to the full. A close encounter with death can shock us into
appreciating life. A loss or bereavement shows again what makes life worth living, Perhaps the current
overbearing of COVID-19 has made us re-assess our priorities and renew our trust in the divine providence.
Like Martha, we are invited to run to the Lord and poured out our sorrow, anxiety and fear to him. We are
invited to abandon ourselves to Gods’ care. In the midst of our fear and distress, it seems as though God is
absent. But when we pray we come to realise that God is not absent, but is present in our fear and suffering.

God is with us as our hope in adversity, and our strength in weakness.
In this coming week, let us pray for ourselves and for one another.
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(G We can all help slow the spread of COVID-19 in

.’---Day Aof social Australia.

g!i_i;'stancing: Sm_lck | To protect others you must:
up a conversation
with a spider today.
Seems nice. He's a
web designer.

practice good hygiene

practice physical distancing

follow the limits for public gatherings :
debating between the
bedroom or the living room

I k understand how to self-isolate if you need to

At the Partnered Parishes of Sacred Heart Newport and St Margaret Mary’s Spotswood, we hold the care, safety
and wellbeing of children and young people as a central and fundamental responsibility of our partnership.
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