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ST. JOHN BOSCO’S PARISH NIDDRIE 

Year B: 25th/26th September 2021
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

	

	St. John Bosco’s Parish & Presbytery

29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042
Parish Priest: Fr Nhan Le

Priest in Residence: Fr Thomas Toretkiu

Assistant Priest: Fr Jude Thaddeus

Deacon Marius Razafimandimby
Parish Secretary: Faye Colaco

Email: Niddrie@cam.org.au

Phone:9337 9994

St. John Bosco’s School

Principal – Peter Monaghan
Email: principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au

Telephone: 9337 2314
PLEASE NOTE

The Church will remain closed as 

per directions from the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne until the end of lockdown. 
Online Mass:

http://pol.org.au/niddrie/Home.aspx
	
	We like to see things neat and ordered. But the Spirit of God is not orderly but blows wherever God wills. We have to be prepared to see his will at work in the strangest of people and most unlikely of places.

Entrance Antiphon: All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Responsorial Psalm: The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Your word, O Lord, is truth: make us holy in the truth. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon: Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which you have given me hope. This is my comfort when I am brought low. 



	
	
	

	
	
	

	Feast Days
	
	Gospel Reflection

	Monday 27 September
St. Vincent De Paul
Tuesday 28 September

St. Wenceslaus
St. Lawrence Ruiz

Wednesday 29 September

Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael
Thursday 30 September

St. Jerome
Friday 1 October

St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus

Saturday 2 October

The Holy Guardian Angels
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	Recently Deceased:  Laurie Carter, Mervyn D’Sylva.
Anniversaries:  Thomas Gavin, Antoinette Cooley, Jan Niemiec, Alphonse Colaco, Enza Platanica, Blair Tyler.
Please pray for parishioners and family members who are ill:  Laura Kennedy, Mick & Mary Clark, Frances Hammer, Camilla Allen, Mrs Loughlin, Anita Corso, Bill O’Connor, Anna Molinaro, Eileen Rhodes, Linda Piccardini, Frank Latham, Joe Doran, Leon D’Silva, Josie Zagame, Austin Dowling, Joslyn D’Silva, Margot Trajkovski, Mercedes Reyes, Brenda Morales, Steve McCutcheon, Katie Sutton, Carmel Bella and Diana Mc Conville.



Parish Vision: St. John Bosco’s Parish endeavours to be a Christ centred community where every 
individual is nurtured, valued and respected.

PARISH FINANCES: 

THANK YOU!  

19/09/2021
Thanksgiving

$ 160.00
Presbytery

$ 25.00
Loose: 

$ 0.00
Credit/Debit Card: $ 1125.00
CHURCH CLOSURE

Dear Parishioners,

Our Church will continue to remain closed till the end of lockdown.
As a result there will be no Masses held during this period of time. We encourage you to watch our online Masses on the weekend which will be uploaded on our Facebook page and Parish website. Likewise the parish newsletter can also be viewed on the website and Facebook page and hard copies are available to collect from the box provided in the front of the Presbytery.

We thank you for your co-operation during this difficult time and ask you to continue praying for our community.
2021 WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

This World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees (Sunday, 26 September 
2021), let’s remember, pray for, and commit to working to change the horrible reality of many in ‘our own backyard’. We acknowledge that members of Catholic Social Services Victoria are making considerable efforts to assist people seeking asylum, refugees, and other migrants who hold temporary visas. Many remain in harsh circumstances in detention centres, and the majority of the 115,000 refugees and asylum seekers living in the Australian community have been deemed ineligible for any federal government support payments during COVID-19, making many at risk of homelessness and despair. 
CatholicCare across Victoria have seen a three-times increase in the amount of people with a 
temporary visa seeking access to Emergency Relief over the past few months, as compared to last year. CatholicCare Greater Melbourne, Geelong & Gippsland also continues to provide other practical help to a number of asylum seeker families who receive supported housing as well as financial support for food, clothes and utility bills. 
St Vincent de Paul Society is assisting people seeking asylum, migrants, refugees and international students in many different ways across the state. They are paying for rent, food, bills, education and providing support through advocacy and connection. 
Pope Francis in his message for Migrant and Refugee Sunday tells us “You have to know in order to understand” and “It is necessary to be close in order to serve”. He also points out to us that “It is necessary to cooperate in order to build” — only when different elements of the community work together – organisations, individuals, parishes, schools and universities work together can we effectively both advocate for systemic change and provide for people’s immediate necessities.
Prayer
Holy, beloved Father, your Son Jesus taught us that there is great 
rejoicing in heaven whenever someone lost is found, whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded is gathered into our “we”, which thus becomes ever wider. We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus, and all people of good will, the grace to do your will on earth. Bless each act of welcome and outreach that draws those in exile into the “we” of community and of the Church, so that our earth may truly become what you yourself created it to be: the common home of all our brothers and sisters. Amen.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

thoughts on Giving 

“Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong
to Christ, amen, I say to you, will 
surely not lose his reward.”  (Mark 9:41)

Our Lord’s comment about the simple gesture of giving a drink of water is a reminder of how Jesus taught that we would all be judged at the end of time.  “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.” Matthew 25:35.  Our service and sacrifice to our parish and the greater Church allows us to care for Jesus when He is hungry, thirsty, ill or in need. 
OCTOBER, THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY
Soon it will be that time when we are reminded of the importance of uniting our prayers with the Mother of God and conforming ourselves to Christ as revealed in the mysteries of His life. We grow in our appreciation of Christ through meditating on these mysteries.  

We do, however, need to be careful that our prayer does not become wordy and mechanical.  Pope Paul VI said “Without contemplation, the Rosary is a body without a soul.”

Whether you are already in the habit of praying the Rosary and want to renew the spirit of your prayer, or whether you are new to the Rosary and want to learn how to quieten your mind and heart, we will help you enter more deeply into the Mysteries of Christ.   Come then, come to a quiet place within … visit https://www.therosary.online/
NEW PARISHIONERS
If you are new to our parish and would 

· like to know more about 

our community

· be registered as a parish

member

· be contacted by a parish

member.

Please contact the Presbytery.
  



Liturgy of the Word


First Reading Nm 11:25-29 A reading from the book of Numbers 


The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the spirit came on them they prophesied, but not again. 


Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was called � HYPERLINK "http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Eldad.mp3" \o "" �Eldad� and the other � HYPERLINK "http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Medad.mp3" \o "" �Medad�. The spirit came down on them; though they had not gone to the Tent, their names were enrolled among the rest. These began to prophesy in the camp. The young man ran to tell this to Moses, ‘Look’, he said, ‘� HYPERLINK "http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Eldad.mp3" \o "" �Eldad� and � HYPERLINK "http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Medad.mp3" \o "" �Medad� are prophesying in the camp.’ Then said � HYPERLINK "http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Joshua.mp3" \o "" �Joshua� the son of � HYPERLINK "http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Nun.mp3" \o "" �Nun�, who had served Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, stop them!’ Moses answered him, ‘Are you jealous on my account? If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’ 





Responsorial Psalm (R.) The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 


The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. 


The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.) 





The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. 


The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just. (R.) 





So in them your servant finds instructions; great reward is in their keeping. 


But who can detect all his errors? From hidden faults acquit me. (R.) 





From presumption restrain your servant and let it not rule me. 


Then shall I be blameless, clean from grave sin. (R.) 





Second Reading Jas 5:1-6 A reading from the letter of St James 


An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are coming to you. Your wealth is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. All your gold and your silver are corroding away, and the same corrosion will be your own sentence, and eat into your body. It was a burning fire that you stored up as your treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed your fields, and you cheated them – listen to the wages that you kept back, calling out; realise that the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On earth you have had a life of comfort and luxury; in the time of slaughter you went on eating to your heart’s content. It was you who condemned the innocent and killed them; they offered you no resistance. 





Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! Your word, O Lord, is truth: make us holy in the truth. Alleluia! 





Gospel Mk 9:38-43. 45. 47-48 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 


John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils in your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said, ‘You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us. 


‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward. 


‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one of these little ones who have faith, would be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his neck. And if your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life crippled, than to have two hands and go to hell, into the fire that cannot be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their worm does not die nor their fire go out.’ 


 


REFLECTION by Fr.Thomas Toretkiu  


Anyone who is not against us is for us: or anyone who is not scandalizing is for us? The disciples said to Jesus ‘Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils in your name’ (Mk 9:38). Words like ‘he is not one of us,’ ‘they are not our parishioners,’ ‘the person is not our religion, not our group members, not our team, not our clubs, not our family members.’ Jesus prevents his disciples from ‘jealousy’ that develops ‘exclusivity’ instead He invites them to embrace ‘inclusivity’ for those who do ‘good.’ You must not stop them: anyone who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Jesus invites His disciples to practice the hospitality of reciprocal acceptance. If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink then I tell you solemnly the person will not lose the reward. Any good action, wherever and whomsoever it is performed comes from God and goes to God. Jesus also cautions his disciples not to cause scandal to others. What exactly is a scandal? The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines scandal as ‘an attitude or behaviour which leads another to do evil. The person who gives scandal becomes his neighbour’s tempter. The person damages virtue and integrity; the person may even draw others into spiritual death.’ What scandal can we cause? Firstly, the scandal we cause to simple people, believing community, to the little ones and to others. We damage their growth in Christ, in faith and a whole being. Jesus uses the strong word “It would be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his neck” (Mk 9.42). Secondly, the scandal we can cause to ourselves are bad habits and behaviours that prevent us from living in communion with God, with our brothers and sisters. “If your hand causes you to sin, “cut it off”, if your feet causes you to sin “cut it off” and if your eyes cause you to sin “tear it off.” These three important parts of our body indicate human’s qualities and activities, instinct and impulses. Jesus’ solution is simple to cut it out is the principle behind the reconciliation. In the Journey of faith, Jesus invites us to be more decisive, radical and be committed. Jesus makes it clear the common good is for the wellbeing of society. 











life. God wants to open the spirit of body, mind, and soul. This ritual is often used in our sacraments: at Baptism the celebrant touches the ears and mouth of the person and says “May the Lord soon touch your ears to receive His Word, and your mouth to proclaim his faith…” It is also used during the Gospel reading and at the anointing of the sick. Jesus’ ways of healing reveals the variety of God’s way of doing things in the lives of people. What areas of your life do you need to ‘be opened’?














IN PRAISE OF PEACE


A commitment to peace requires us to look beyond our own interests to the good of all.




















Peace is something we all often long for. Even the idea of an � HYPERLINK "https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace" �International Day of Peace� (21 September) soothes and warms us. Our images of peace are various, but they are always happy. Perhaps of a sunlit valley with a stream running through green grass and flowering trees. Or of a family chatting quietly around the fire at night. Or of people walking down the street smiling at one another and exchanging greetings. Or of ourselves sitting quietly, happy with our own company and our thoughts, contented with ourselves and the world. All these images are touched by longing. We know that these moments are passing and that our lives are full also of conflict and anxiety.


St Augustine, a sharp observer of his world, said that in all we do, we seek peace. That seems an extraordinary thought when we look at the world around us – full of war, violence and social media pile-ons. Augustine’s point was that even when nations went to war, they wanted peace – on their own terms. This is true also in domestic disputes and shouting matches in the media. We want the kind of peace that comes from winning the conflict. In reality, however, the peace that follows war is often a city burned to the ground. A Roman writer spoke of the Roman Empire when he said, ‘They make a desert and call it peace.’





LOOK BEYOND OUR OWN INTERESTS


For Augustine this meant that peace was more than the absence of war and that the desire for peace was not enough. For peace our hearts need to look beyond our own interests and beyond doing whatever it takes to look out for the good of all people, and especially the people who are most vulnerable. That leads us to renounce violence as a way to peace and to be prepared to yield to others. This is the way of non-violence, which we commemorate with the � HYPERLINK "https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day" �International Day of Non-violence� on 2 October.


Non-violence is both attractive and challenging. It is hard not to admire the Jains who avoid killing or mistreating any living being. Their consistency leads them to a vegan diet and also counsels against killing mosquitos and other insects. And yet they had to debate whether it would be right to resist people who tried to kill Jain nuns.














Privacy Policy: St. John Bosco’s is committed to upholding an implementing the privacy principles as set out in legislation














The faithfulness of such conscientious objectors in time of war as Franz Jagerstätter, who accepted death at the hands of the Nazi regime rather than fight, also awes us. It continues to inspire pacifism among Christian groups which oppose the possession and readiness to make use of nuclear weapons. And yet most people, including Christians, believe that it is better to fight people intent on doing us harm than to let them have their way with us.


Whether or not we believe that violence can never rightly be met with violence, the International Day of Non-Violence and the lives of people who practise non-violence in demanding ways do make us reflect on the place that violence has in our personal lives and in our society.





THE EFFECT OF VIOLENCE


We have become sensitive to the effect that violence has on people. We have learned how childhood beatings have continued to traumatise people in later life, and how often they have encouraged people to be similarly violent. We are also coming to recognise the extent of domestic violence directed against women and the damage it causes to body and to spirit. We now question, too, images of masculinity that identify strength and self-assertion with physical violence.


Many Australians have mercifully been spared from war in our own land. Many, however, have come to Australia after fleeing the violence of war in their own lands. They and their families have experienced the indiscriminate violence caused by bombs, shells and mines, the personalised violence of rape and bullets, and the tearing apart of family, village, culture and future hopes. Such experience and its affects can affect their lives and those of their descendants, as they have affected the lives of Indigenous Australians after the colonial invasion. The suicides among Australians who have fought in war, too, testify to its destructive effects.


Whether or not we become pacifists, we can see that no one gains as a human being from war or from war. In a world in which technology has been developed to kill anonymously and on a great scale, we can deplore violence and recognise that the arms trade today is a trade in death.

















