We might not be surprised that the gospel text for the feast of Mary MacKillop
comes from the Sermon on the Mount. But the passage chosen, like Mary’s life,
poses a question we’d rather avoid. In what do we place our trust. Is it material
things (money, food, clothing) or is it the God who unfailingly cares for all? Where
does our heart lie? Is our heart set on what we possess or on the reign of God.

Jesus is asking us today to reflect on what are our most basic values in life. Is it
just what we want to have or is it what we most want to be? What s life about? s
it a matter of getting what we have not got or sharing with others what we have,
however little it may seem to be? Is to be rich the only thing | want? Or are there
other values, other more precious qualities which no bank can evaluate? What
about things like happiness, peace, freedom, contentment, wonderful friends, a
supportive family? Does having money guarantee us these things? Are they not
available even to those who have little or no money?

Linked to our attitude to material things, Jesus further urges greater trust and
confidence in God’s care for us. For his part, Jesus points to nature. Nature lives
always in the present. It never shows any anxiety about the future. Yet it is
covered with a staggering beauty. Solomon in all his glory cannot match the lilies
of the field. But, if God lavishes such beauty on things which quickly wither away,
how much care will he not lavish on his own children?

Jesus urges us to liberate ourselves from worry and anxiety about our body and
material things such as food and clothing. To be concerned about food because
right now | am very hungry and do not have anything to eat is very different from
worrying whether | will have food next month; to be anxious about what is
happening when | am in intensive care is very different from wondering how long
my health will hold up in the coming years; to be fretting because | have no money
to pay my rent with the landlord knocking at the door is very different from
wondering whether | will ever be rich. Worry and anxiety about the future are a
waste of time and energy yet we indulge in them so much. They are a waste of
time and energy because they are about things which do not exist and very
possibly may never exist. So we are invited to look at the birds of the air and the
flowers in the field. They do nothing except be themselves and God takes care of
them. And how beautiful they are! When their time comes they pass away. We
are often so busy regretting the past or worrying about the future that we never
get to enjoy life in the here and now.
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L ST MARY OF THE CROSS MacKILLOP —7/8 AUGUST 2021

Come, you blessed of my Father, says the Lord:

| was sick, and you visited me. Amen, | say to you:
whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren,
you did it for me.

Entrance Antiphon:

Let us keep the children who are preparing for their
First Communion in prayer this week.

Response to the Psalm: My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. Catholic Theological College
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! ST Series of short sessions: online via Zoom
Many women were there by the cross, watching \V/ Engaging Your Faith
from a distance, the same women who had Choose one, choose all, choose what interests you and all
followed Jesus and looked after him. TCH%E\(IL}?)%%%L for just $20 per session, running 21°¢ Aug to 16" Sept
Alleluia! COLLEGE Booking, payment and further information:
Communion Antiphon: This is how all will know that you are my disciples, 2l UNiversiTy  Www.cte.edu.au/news-and-events/engaging-your-faith/
if you have love for one another, says the Lord. T o DIVINITY A flyer with sessions and dates available
on table at front of church.

Please remember in your prayers the following:

Those who have died: Fr Nicholas Cachia, Marie Gregg ‘Parish Special Collection

The annual collection for the Intentions of the Holy Father
will be taken as a leaving collection after each Mass this weekend.

Orsola Slaviero, Pantaleone Montanaro,
Teresa Raso, Concetta Baressi, Felomina Jala,
Diosdado Jala
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READERS: Covid-19 Latest (pdate
Sat 5.00 pm A.Taglieri [L], M.Pascoe [R] W.Cahill [L], K.Limbo [R] Weekend and Daily Mass has resumed.
Sun 8.45am M.Carabott [L], B.Messina [R] M. Tomayo [L], F.Minutolo [R] Religious gatherings and ceremonies permitted for up 100 people. Funerals

10.30 am E. Monaco [L], B.Watts [R] S.Bennardo [L], R.Polastri [R] and Weddings permitted for up to 50 people.
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Density quotient of 1 person per 4sqm.
Sat 5.00 pm A.McConnell L.Bellio Face coverings must be worn at all times.
Sun 8.45am V.Ricevuto B.Messina All attendees must register with QR Code.

10.30 am T.Rocca N.Palmieri Come 10 — 15 minutes before Mass. Doors will close when Mass begins.

At St Oliver's parish we aim to create a child-safe and child-friendly enviroment.Privacy: In 2001 the
Commonwealth and Victorian governments introduced legislation that deals with the manner in which public and
private sector organisations may record, use, store and disclose information, including health information collected
from individuals. This Parish is committed to upholding and implementing the Privacy Principles set outin the
legislation.

Please continue to support St Oliver’s Parish and Fr James. The link:
https://bit.ly/CDFpayPascoeVale

We are very grateful for your support at this time.




