HOMILY FOR THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY (2)

In today’s selection, Pope Francis reflects on the resurrection of the disciple —
firstly, St Faustina’s ‘resurrection’, secondly, St Thomas’s ‘resurrection’, finally,
our own ‘resurrection’. Let’s reflect with the Pope on the depths of divine
mercy. “How rich are the depths of God, how deep his wisdom and knowledge.
(Rm 11:33)

”

“When we fall, the Lord sees children needing to be put back on their feet; in
our failings he sees children in need of his merciful love. ... Jesus said to Saint
Faustina: “l am love and mercy itself; there is no human misery that could
measure up to my mercy” (Diary, 14 September 1937).

At one time, the Saint, with satisfaction, told Jesus that she had offered him all
of her life and all that she had. But Jesus’ answer stunned her: “You have not
offered me the thing is truly yours”. What had that holy nun kept for herself?
Jesus said to her with kindness: “My daughter, give me your failings” (10
October 1937).

We too can ask ourselves: “Have | given my failings to the Lord? Have | let him
see me fall so that he can raise me up?” Or is there something I still keep inside
me? A sin, a regret from the past, a wound that | have inside, a grudge against
someone, an idea about a particular person... The Lord waits for us to offer him
our failings so that he can help us experience his mercy.

Let us go back to the disciples. They had abandoned the Lord at his Passion and
felt guilty. But meeting them, Jesus did not give a long sermon. To them, who
were wounded within, he shows his own wounds. Thomas can now touch
them and know of Jesus’ love and how much Jesus had suffered for him, even
though he had abandoned him. In those wounds, he touches with his hands
God’s tender closeness.

Thomas arrived late, but once he received mercy, he overtook the other
disciples: he believed not only in the resurrection, but in the boundless love of
God. And he makes the most simple and beautiful profession of faith: “My Lord
and my God!” (v. 28). Here is the resurrection of the disciple: it is accomplished
when his frail and wounded humanity enters into that of Jesus. There, every
doubt is resolved; there, God becomes my God; there, we begin to accept
ourselves and to love life as it is.”

Continued tomorrow.
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