
HOMILY ON THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY (5) 

Finally, Francis recalls the powerful words of St Faustina: “In a soul that is 

suffering we should see Jesus on the cross, not a parasite and a burden... [Lord] 

you give us the chance to practise deeds of mercy, and we practise making 

judgements” 

“In that community  described in the Acts of the Apostles, after the 

resurrection of Jesus, only one was left behind and the others waited for him. 

Today the opposite seems to be the case: a small part of the human family has 

moved ahead, while the majority has remained behind. Each of us could say: 

“These are complex problems, it is not my job to take care of the needy, others 

have to be concerned with it!”. Saint Faustina, after meeting Jesus, wrote: “In a 

soul that is suffering we should see Jesus on the cross, not a parasite and a 

burden... [Lord] you give us the chance to practise deeds of mercy, and we 

practise making judgements” (Diary, 6 September 1937). Yet she herself 

complained one day to Jesus that, in being merciful, one is thought to be naive. 

She said, “Lord, they often abuse my goodness”. And Jesus replied: “Never 

mind, don’t let it bother you, just be merciful to everyone always” (24 

December 1937). To everyone: let us not think only of our interests, our vested 

interests. Let us welcome this time of trial as an opportunity to prepare for our 

collective future, a future for all without discarding anyone. Because without 

an all-embracing vision, there will be no future for anyone. 

Today the simple and disarming love of Jesus revives the heart of his disciple. 
Like the apostle Thomas, let us accept mercy, the salvation of the world. And 
let us show mercy to those who are most vulnerable; for only in this way will 
we build a new world.” 

 


