
 

Immediate 

suspension of 

all public 

liturgies, 

celebration of 

the Mass until 

further notice. 

 

Please check 

on your elderly 

neighbours. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently Deceased 

Bertilla Cesaro; Fr Peter 

James Robinson OAM PE  

 

Anniversaries 

Adelaide Da Silva. 

 

Parish Priest: Father Shabin Kaniampuram I.V.Dei 

Email: Thornbury@cam.org.au  

Pastoral Associate: Mirella Pace  

(Tue & Wed 9-12 p.m. and Thursday 9-5 p.m.) 

Parish Secretary: Maggie Jooste (Tues & Fri 10 -3:30pm) 

Italian Coordinator St. Mary’s: Maria Zaccardi (Thursdays 9am-3:30pm) 

St. Joseph’s Phone: 9489 8008 St. Mary’s Phone: 9484 2907 

4 Sunday of Lent Year A 21  March 2020   

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children  
and vulnerable people in our community.         
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As you would be aware of the precautionary measures underway in light of changes 
to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 
We believe that this is a good and measured decision, and should be understood as 
a responsible and precautionary step to protect the most vulnerable amongst us, 
especially our elderly, the infirm and the very young. 
As Christians, our priority at all times is the care and safety of our people. To assist 
in this, we want firstly to encourage you to take all precautionary measures to care 
for your own health and well-being, and that of those around you. If you feel you are 
vulnerable to COVID-19, or are generally unwell; are caring for those who are 
unwell; or think you might be at risk; you are dispensed from your Sunday obligation 
from this time.  
Let us therefore practice Spiritual Quarantine. 
There will be no celebration of the Eucharist until further notice. We encourage you 
to pray at home in other ways such as time in personal and family prayer, reflecting 
on the Scriptures, making a spiritual communion, or participating in a Mass online 
(http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand or https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass or 
www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass). Sunday on Channel 10 Sunday Mass at 6am. 
 

Please keep in regular contact with your family, neighbours and members of your 
parish communities as best you can. 
 

Some suggestions for you at home: 
 We encourage you to read Scriptures. 
 Practice Lectio Divina 
 Practice Christian Meditation: www.wwccm.org or wccmaustralia.org.au  
 Listen to Catholic Radio:  www.jcr.org.au    Pulse 94.1 

http://www.jcr.org.au


 Second Reading             Ephesians 5:8-14 
A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the 
Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light 
are seen in complete goodness and right living and 
truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, 
having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness 
but exposing them by contrast. The things which are 
done in secret are things that people are ashamed 
even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will 
be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. 
That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep,  
rise from the dead, Christ will shine on you. 
The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel  Acclamation                                     Jn 8:12 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ ! 
 

Gospel                               John 9:1. 6-9. 13-17.34-38 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. 
 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind 
from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with the 
spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man. and said to 
him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam (a name that 
means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed 
himself, and came away with his sight restored. 
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him 
begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ 
Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one’. Others said, ‘No, he 
only looks like him’. The man himself said, ‘I am the man’.  
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 
It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and 
opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him 
how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I can see’. Then some of the 
Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not 
keep the sabbath’. Others said, ‘How could a sinner 
produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement 
among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What 
have you to say about him yourself, now that he has 
opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. 
‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner 
through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove 
him away. Jesus heard they had driven him away, and 
when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that 
I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; 
he is speaking to you’. The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and 
worshipped him. Jesus said: ‘It is for judgement that I have 
come into this world, so that those without sight may 

see  and those with sight turn blind’. 
Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to 
him, ‘We are not blind, surely?’ 
Jesus replied: ‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty, 
but since you say, “We see”,  your guilt remains. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  All: Praise to you Lord Jesus 

First Reading     1Samuel 16:1. 6-7, 10-13 
A Reading from the first book of Samuel. 
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn 
with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king 
among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he 
caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the 
Lord’s anointed one stands there before him’, 
but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of 
his appearance or his height for I have rejected 
him; God does not see as man sees; man 
looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the 
heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to 
Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord 
has not chosen these.’ He then asked Jesse, 
‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He 
answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; 
he is out looking after the sheep.’ Then 
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will 
not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had 
him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with 
fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, 
‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, 
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him 
where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit 
of the Lord seized on David and stayed with 
him from that day on. The Word of the Lord 
 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm          Ps 22 
 
Response: The Lord is my Shepherd  
     there is nothing I shall want. 
1. The Lord is my shepherd; 
    there is nothing I shall want. 
    Fresh and green are the pastures  
    where he gives me repose. 
    Near restful waters he leads me, 
    to revive my drooping spirit.     
                

2. He guides me along the right path; 
    he is true to his name. 
    If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
    no evil would I fear. 
    You are there with your crook and your staff;  
    with these you give me comfort.   
          

3. You have prepared a banquet for me 
     in the sight of my foes. 
     My head you have anointed with oil; 
      my cup is overflowing.    
                            

4. Surely goodness and kindness  
    shall follow me all the days of my life. 
    In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
     for ever and ever.    
 

 Response: The Lord is my Shepherd  
     there is nothing I shall want. 



PRIMA LETTURA          1Sam 16,1.4.6-7.10-13 
Dal primo libro di Samuele 
In quei giorni, il Signore disse a Samuele: «Riempi 
d’olio il tuo corno e parti. Ti mando da Iesse il 
Betlemmita, perché mi sono scelto tra i suoi figli un 
re». Samuele fece quello che il Signore gli aveva 
comandato. 
Quando fu entrato, egli vide Eliàb e disse: «Certo, 
davanti al Signore sta il suo consacrato!». Il 
Signore replicò a Samuele: «Non guardare al suo 
aspetto né alla sua alta statura. Io l’ho scartato, 
perché non conta quel che vede l’uomo: infatti 
l’uomo vede l’apparenza, ma il Signore vede il 
cuore». Iesse fece passare davanti a Samuele i 
suoi sette figli e Samuele ripeté a Iesse: «Il 
Signore non ha scelto nessuno di questi». 
Samuele chiese a Iesse: «Sono qui tutti i 
giovani?». Rispose Iesse: «Rimane ancora il più 
piccolo, che ora sta a pascolare il gregge». 
Samuele disse a Iesse: «Manda a prenderlo, 
perché non ci metteremo a tavola prima che egli 
sia venuto qui». Lo mandò a chiamare e lo fece 
venire. Era fulvo, con begli occhi e bello di aspetto. 
Disse il Signore: «Àlzati e ungilo: è lui!». Samuele 
prese il corno dell’olio e lo unse in mezzo ai suoi 
fratelli, e lo spirito del Signore irruppe su Davide da 
quel giorno in poi. 
Parola di Dio 
 
A: Rendiamo grazie a Dio 
 

Sequite il coro se il ritornello del salmo e diverso 
del folietto 
 

Salmo Responsoriale: Sal 22 
 

Rit: Il Signore è il mio pastore:  
       non manco di nulla. 
 
1. Il Signore è il mio pastore: 
non manco di nulla. 
Su pascoli erbosi mi fa riposare, 
ad acque tranquille mi conduce. 
Rinfranca l’anima mia. 
 
2. Mi guida per il giusto cammino 
a motivo del suo nome. 
Anche se vado per una valle oscura, 
non temo alcun male, perché tu sei con me. 
Il tuo bastone e il tuo vincastro 
mi danno sicurezza. 
 
3. Davanti a me tu prepari una mensa 
sotto gli occhi dei miei nemici. 
Ungi di olio il mio capo; 
il mio calice trabocca. 
 
4. Sì, bontà e fedeltà mi saranno compagne 
tutti i giorni della mia vita, 
abiterò ancora nella casa del Signore 

per lunghi giorni. 
 

Rit: Il Signore è il mio pastore:  
       non manco di nulla. 
 
Seconda Lettura                                    Ef 5,8-14 

Dalla lettera di san Paolo apostolo agli Efesìni 
Fratelli, un tempo eravate tenebra, ora siete luce nel 
Signore. Comportatevi perciò come figli della luce; ora 
il frutto della luce consiste in ogni bontà, giustizia e 
verità. 
Cercate di capire ciò che è gradito al Signore. Non 
partecipate alle opere delle tenebre, che non danno 
frutto, ma piuttosto condannatele apertamente. Di 
quanto viene fatto in segreto da [coloro che 
disobbediscono a Dio] è vergognoso perfino parlare, 
mentre tutte le cose apertamente condannate sono 
rivelate dalla luce: tutto quello che si manifesta è luce. 
Per questo è detto: «Svégliati, tu che dormi, risorgi dai 
morti e Cristo ti illuminerà». Parola di Dio 
 
A: Rendiamo grazie a Dio 
 

Canto al Vangelo                          (Gv 8,12) 
Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio! 
Io sono la luce del mondo, dice il Signore; 
chi segue me, avrà la luce della vita. 
Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio! 
 

GOSPEL                               Gv 9,1-41 
 

Dal Vangelo secondo Giovanni 
In quel tempo, Gesù passando vide un uomo cieco 
dalla nascita; sputò per terra, fece del fango con la 
saliva, spalmò il fango sugli occhi del cieco e gli disse: 
«Va’ a lavarti nella piscina di Sìloe», che significa 
“Inviato”. Quegli andò, si lavò e tornò che ci vedeva. 
Allora i vicini e quelli che lo avevano visto prima, 
perché era un mendicante, dicevano: «Non è lui quello 
che stava seduto a chiedere l’elemosina?». Alcuni 
dicevano: «È lui»; altri dicevano: «No, ma è uno che gli 
assomiglia». Ed egli diceva: «Sono io!». 
Condussero dai farisei quello che era stato cieco: era 
un sabato, il giorno in cui Gesù aveva fatto del fango e 
gli aveva aperto gli occhi. Anche i farisei dunque gli 
chiesero di nuovo come aveva acquistato la vista. Ed 
egli disse loro: «Mi ha messo del fango sugli occhi, mi 
sono lavato e ci vedo». Allora alcuni dei farisei 
dicevano: «Quest’uomo non viene da Dio, perché non 
osserva il sabato». Altri invece dicevano: «Come può 
un peccatore compiere segni di questo genere?». E 
c’era dissenso tra loro. Allora dissero di nuovo al cieco: 
«Tu, che cosa dici di lui, dal momento che ti ha aperto 
gli occhi?». Egli rispose: «È un profeta!». Gli 
replicarono: «Sei nato tutto nei peccati e insegni a 
noi?». E lo cacciarono fuori. 
Gesù seppe che l’avevano cacciato fuori; quando lo 
trovò, gli disse: «Tu, credi nel Figlio dell’uomo?». Egli 
rispose: «E chi è, Signore, perché io creda in lui?». Gli 
disse Gesù: «Lo hai visto: è colui che parla con te». Ed 
egli disse: «Credo, Signore!». E si prostrò dinanzi a lui. 
Parola del Signore.    
A:  Lode a Te o Cristo 



LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 
St. Joseph’s  
1st Collection: House: $ 

2nd Collection: Thanksgiving: $ 

St. Mary’s  
1st Collection: Thanksgivings: $617 

2nd Collection: House: $ 916                      

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Names will remain for 4 weeks, then a 
new request is required. 
Christine Shortis. 

HOUSE VISITATIONS  

Do you or someone you know require 
any of the following  

 Annual House Visits 

 Visits to the Sick 

 Anointing of the Sick 

Please contact the Presbytery on 9484 
2907 to arrange a time with Fr Shabin. 
  

SICK OR HOUSEBOUND / 
MALATE O  
CONFINATE A CASA  
Se conoscete persone che sono 
malate o confinate a casa e vorrebbero 
ricevere visite o la comunione a casa 
siete pregati di mettervi in contatto 
contact Parish Offices 9484 2907 or 

9489 8008 
 

ST. MARY’S GODSTART  
PLAYGROUP   
During school terms for children 0-5 
years.  
Friday  9.30 - 10.45am  
in the HALL  (entry via Mansfield 
St).  ALL WELCOME!  Contact:  

Megan: 9495 1449 
 

CHILDREN’S  
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
Sunday, 5:30pm Mass during school 
terms.  This is a  way for school  
aged children to gather and 
understand the Gospel at their age 

level. Cancelled until further notice 
 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  
Every Thursday at 2pm in Good 
Samaritan Convent. 

8-10 Mansfield St., Thornbury 

ALL WELCOME! 

Contact: Mirella 0408 470 114  

Cancelled until further notice 
 

BAPTISMS: Cancelled until further 

notice 

First Wednesday of the month. 

St. Joseph’s: 7.00pm: Baptism 
Preparation meeting the church. 

By appointment only. 

St. Mary’s: By appointment only 
please call parish Office 

SENIORS 

Last Friday of the month 

St. Joseph’s:  2.00pm: Seniors Mass at 
the parish Centre. Cancelled until 

further notice. 

First Friday of the month 

St. Mary’s: 2.00pm Mass of Anointing 
of the Sick. Cancelled until further 

notice. 
 

Catholic Religious Education 

St. Joseph’s: Weds: 4-5pm  R.E. 
classes for Children for State & 
Secondary Students in the Parish 
House. Cancelled until further 
notice. 

St. Mary’s: Thurs: 4-5pm R.E 
Classes in preparation for 
Sacraments. Please contact Mirella 
9484 2907.  

Cancelled until further notice 

Getting Married or Know of 
Someone Getting Married? 

Why not celebrate your Wedding 
Ceremony here at St Mary’s.  Make 
use of our beautifully renovated 
church and take advantage of our 
beautiful gardens for photos.   
For more details please contact the 
Presbytery on 9484 2907. 

La “luce” è uno dei simboli originali delle Sacre Scritture. 

Essa annuncia la salvezza di Dio. Non è senza motivo che 
la luce è stata la prima ad essere creata per mettere un 

termine alle tenebre del caos (Gen 1,3-5). Ecco la 
professione di fede dell’autore dei Salmi: “Il Signore è mia 
luce e mia salvezza, di chi avrò paura?” (Sal 28,1). E il 

profeta dice: “Alzati, Gerusalemme, rivestiti di luce, perché viene la tua 
luce, la gloria del Signore brilla sopra di te” (Is 60,1). Non bisogna quindi 

stupirsi se il Vangelo di san Giovanni riferisce a Gesù il simbolo della 
luce. Già il suo prologo dice della Parola divina, del Logos: “In lui era la 
vita, e la vita era la luce degli uomini; la luce splende nelle tenebre, ma 

le tenebre non l’hanno accolta” (Gv 1,4-5). La luce è ciò che rischiara 
l’oscurità, ciò che libera dalla paura che ispirano le tenebre, ciò che dà un 

orientamento e permette di riconoscere la meta e la via. Senza luce, non 
c’è vita.  
Il racconto della guarigione del cieco è una “storia di segni” caratteristica 

di san Giovanni. Essa mette in evidenza che Gesù è “la luce del 
mondo” (v. 5, cf. 8, 12), che egli è la rivelazione in persona e la salvezza 

di Dio - offerte a tutti.  

PROJECT 
COMPASSION 
 

WEEK 4: INDIA 
As an unmarried woman with a 
disability, Sakun was isolated and 
unable to earn a living until Caritas 
Australia helped  
her set up a thriving kiosk. Now 
involved in village 
decision-making, Sakun’s income is 
growing, along with her confidence. 
Please give generously to project Compassion. 

Visitations During Lent 

Do you or someone you know require any of 

the following  

 Annual House Visits 

 Visits to the Sick 

 Anointing of the Sick 

Please contact the Presbytery on   
9484 2907 to arrange a time with  
Fr Shabin to come and visit. 

Sukun India St. Vincent De Paul’s poor 
box is situated in the High 
st., entrance to the church. 

Diffondiamo una bella epidemia...l’epidemia della 
preghiera, aiutaci anche tu a diffondere questo contagio, 
grazie. 
Contro il corona virus….usiamo la corona del Rosario, 
pregare non ha mai fatto male. 
Pregate, pregate, pregate. 

Prayer Intentions 
If you have a special prayer intention 
being for a Recently Deceased, 
Anniversary Mass, please call Parish 
offices. 
Fr. Shabin will celebrate Mass for the 
spiritual good of God’s people; the 
intentions of the faithful and the 
alleviation of the present crisis. We 
assure our people that the Mass is 
being offered for you in our parishes 
whilst you are not physically present, 
you are still participate spiritually and 
that you are close to the hearts of your 

pastor in the Eucharist. 


