
   PARISH NEWS SHEET 
Welcome to the Partnered Parishes of 

St Peter Toorak and Our Lady of Lourdes Armadale 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time _ Year B 

12th September 2021 
 

THIS SUNDAY’S MASS WILL BE BROADCAST ONLY. 

THERE WILL BE NO PUBLIC MASS IN EITHER CHURCH 

A LINK WILL BE EMAILED AT 9.30am THIS SUNDAY 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Our Lady of Lourdes Tuesday 14th September NO MASS THIS WEEK 

Our Lady of Lourdes Wednesday 15th September NO MASS THIS WEEK 

St Peter’s Thursday 16th September NO MASS THIS WEEK 

St Peter’s   Friday 17th September NO MASS THIS WEEK 

Reconciliation  

St Peter’s and By appointment only for 

Our Lady Of Lourdes  the time being 

 

Baptisms   
Our Lady of Lourdes Please ring the Parish Secretaries to make 

and St Peter’s arrangements 

 
Marriages By arrangement with the Parish Priest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parish Priest  Father Brendan Hayes 

Business Manager Mr Frank Glynn  

Pastoral Associate Miss Delisa Gonsalves 

Parish Secretary Mrs Madeline Dimasi Assistant Secretary:  Mrs Carmel Negline 

Office 583 Toorak Road  Toorak  3142 

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday 10am to 3.30pm Tel:9068 8600  (Not during lockdown) 

Email armadale.toorak@cam.org.au 

Parish Website pol.org.au/toorak 

Presbytery: 631 High Street Prahran  3181    Tel:  A/H  9510 5042 

 

Presbytery  631 High Street, Prahran East 3181  A/H: 9510 5042 

 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 

Principal Mrs Francine Walsh 

School Office 7 Wynnstay Road   Prahran East   3181 Tel:  9510 6688 

 Email principal@olprahraneast.catholic.edu.au 
 

St Peter’s Early Learning Centre   

Director Mrs Kathleen Brohier 

 581 Toorak Road, Toorak  3142       Tel:  9827 7233 
 

 

mailto:armadale.toorak@cam.org.au
mailto:principal@olprahraneast.catholic.edu.au


 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

 
 Today’s gospel reading presents us with Jesus’ understanding of the true nature of Messiahship as 

he sees it. Of course, it comes to us through the filter of St Mark, but Sts Matthew and Luke also record 

their version of this passage in their respective gospels. It’s worth spending a little lockdown time looking 

at them as well: Matthew 16:13-28 and Luke 9:18-27.  You may like to find a quiet time to look at each 

of them during the week. Come back to them and reflect and pray on them. 

 

These points may be helpful: 

1.  Note the common context: Jesus asks the disciples who people really think he is, they answer him, 

he asks the disciples for their opinion, Peter speaks for them. 

2.  Note the reaction of Jesus: once he gets the answer that he is the Messiah he doesn’t invite them to 

a party, he seizes the moment to outline in unwelcome detail what his ultimate fate will be, not public 

acclaim and Messiah of the Year, but deep and utter humiliation and rejection. The real fate: Resurrection 

after all this, is almost glossed over. 

3.  Note that in each of the three accounts Jesus follows on with a message for the disciples. If you 

want to follow this Messiah, that is “me”, take up your cross, get in the line, be prepared for a rough 

journey with lots of misunderstanding, some bewilderment, rough treatment, (some interest), and finally, 

the true answer to the difficulty and apparent failure of much human endeavour: the saving, not loss, of 

life. 

 

 I hope this does not read “too heavy”, but I do believe that life at the moment is rather difficult 

and as followers of Jesus we cannot afford to give up, throw in the towel, get lost in a fog of apathy. 

Sometimes we coast along, everything seems to be going well: family settled, children doing well at 

school, investments safe, health no cause for alarm…. But when our daily life is turned on its head and 

rattled and shaken like a billy full of pebbles we can be tempted to think that the journey is all too hard. 

The worst thing is to start blaming someone, something outside ourselves: the system, the government, 

the weather, the health authorities, other countries….. 

 

 Let us look at today’s gospel, and the related passages to which I refer, with new eyes. They issue 

a strong invitation to me to assess my attitude to my life as a follower of Jesus. Is his message only for 

others or is it to me? Do I want more of the nice stories, healing the sick, blessing the children, turning the 

other cheek? These are very important but, to be honest, I think the breakthrough in my life as a follower 

of Jesus came, or comes (because the process is ongoing), when I accepted that the follower of Jesus is in 

for a bumpy ride, blistered feet and a bruised ego. 

 

 In other words, life is about balance. To be fully human we have to accept that there are successes 

and failures, events we understand well and those that perplex us. At the end of today’s gospel reading, 

Jesus stresses the balance that is necessary to live successfully: “For those who want to save their life 

(immediate fame and acclaim) will lose it, and those who lose their life FOR MY SAKE, AND FOR THE 

SAKE OF THE GOSPEL, (ultimate fulfilment and success) will save it. 

 
  Fr Brendan Hayes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”  
  Today’s gospel, Mark 8:35 NRSV translation 

 
 

 



 

SICK LIST  Jane Wetzler, Claire & Doug Mitchell, Therese O’Hehir, Paul Mohan, Peter Lindley, Noela & John 

Gibb, Robert & Bobby Panton, Mary Lennox, Dr Bill Mitchell, Dr David Phillips,  Ranjan Gregory, Isuzu 

Nishimura, Peter Renehan,  Mark Ryan, John Bongiorno (in USA), Dympna Brady, Adrian Mitchell, Teresa 

Sheehan, Jean Ryan, Helen Hudson, Patricia Webb, Evelyn Hughes, Adrian Gazzard (gravely ill), Dr Jean Allison 

(parishioner of TUC), David Blake, Abigail McMeekin, Cathy Moore, Alan Molyneux and Dr Giuseppe Pagliaro 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week on the Journey (Ep 4 23) 
On the Journey this week: Fr Patrick Vaughan and Sam Clear both have reflections on the Gospel. Plus, 

Mother Hilda reminds us that we can console God, our Father, as he looks with distress on the mess of 

the world by our little acts of kindness and love . Fr Mike DelaneyɅs story of the profound teaching on 

prayer he learnt from an old bush farmer and Trish McCarthy about lifeɅs fragility.  Plus, more great 

music!   
Visit www.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au where you can listen anytime and subscribe to weekly shows by 

email. Got friends or family who you’d like to hear this show ever week? All you’ve got to do is send them this 

email and they can subscribe by clicking here. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

A GENTLE REMINDER 
As the current lockdown has been extended and we still do not know if we will be out of it by the 2nd 

September, may I ask that you keep in mind the desirability of continuing to support our partnered parishes 

and your parish priest. 

If you would like to make a credit card or direct debit payment, please call the parish office during office 

hours as per the front page of this Newsletter.  Parishioners were very thoughtful during the long lockdown 

of last year and your continuing generosity will be of great benefit to everybody in the partnered parishes.  

        Fr Hayes 
 

 

READINGS – 19th September  
 

   First reading    Wis 2:12, 17-20 

   Psalm          Ps 53:3-6. 8. R. v.6 

   Second reading    Jas 3:16 ɀ 4:3 

   Gospel Mk 9:30-37 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Dr John Somerville, Ian Minchin, 

Dr Michael O’Loughlin, Lynette Cook, Rocco Marinelli 

 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Maria Isabel Veliz, Paolina Folino, 

Resh Padilla, Noel John Rowan, Dr David Conroy, Bill 

Spring and Brian Kelly 

 

 
 

   
 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL PARISHIONERS 
COVID-19 Implications for the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne 

As of 8.00pm Thursday 5th August 2021 the following ‘snap lockdown’ measures will be 

applied across Victoria, and will extend until the 23rd September or as otherwise notified.. 
Religious Ceremonies: 

No in-person gatherings permitted. Livestreaming and Broadcast is permitted with a total of 5 people 

present including technicians. 

Funerals: Permitted with no more than 10 people (and those necessary to conduct the funeral). 

Children under 12 months old are not counted towards this cap. 

Weddings: Not permitted unless end of life or for deportation reasons. Involves only 5 persons 

(including the two persons being married, celebrant, two witnesses). 
 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE WITHIN THE CATHOLIC 

ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE 

¶ Parish Secretary, Catholic Parish of Castlemaine 
¶ Cook, Bayside Catholic Mission, Brighton 

¶ Parish Seniors Advocate, St Xavier’s Parish, Box Hill 

¶ Finance Officer, Catholic Development Fund (CDF) - 

Part Time 

For details go to:: https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies  

  
  

https://dow.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=450e3870a5f08e5ab91ddaca4&id=912f3b1cf8&e=3617a8fb5d
https://dow.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=450e3870a5f08e5ab91ddaca4&id=beedcfe021&e=3617a8fb5d
https://dow.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=450e3870a5f08e5ab91ddaca4&id=0a504594ad&e=3617a8fb5d
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cwis#wis002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cwis#wis002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjam#jam003
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjam#jam003
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmrk#mrk009
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmrk#mrk009
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies


 

FIRST READING    Is 50:5-9 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 

neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 

so that I am untouched by the insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 

My vindicator is here at hand. 

Does anyone start proceedings against me? 

Then let us go to court together. 

Who thinks he has a case against me? 

Let him approach me. 

The Lord is coming to my help, 

who dare condemn me? 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 114:1-6. 8-9. R. v.9 

Response:     
 I will walk in the presence of the 
 Lord, in the land of the living. 
 

SECOND READING  Jas 2:14-18 

A reading from the letter of St James 

Take the case, my brothers, of someone who 

has never done a single good act but claims 

that he has faith. Will that faith save him? If 

one of the brothers or one of the sisters is in 

need of clothes and has not enough food to 

live on, and one of you says to them, ‘I wish 

you well; keep yourself warm and eat plenty,’ 

without giving them these bare necessities of 

life, then what good is that? Faith is like that: 

if good works do not go with it, it is quite 

dead. 

This is the way to talk to people of that kind: 

‘You say you have faith and I have good 

deeds; I will prove to you that I have faith by 

showing you my good deeds – now you prove 

to me that you have faith without any good 

deeds to show.’ 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 

which crucifies the world to me and me to the 

world. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL      Mk 8:27-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 

Jesus and his disciples left for the villages 

round Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put 

this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people 

say I am?’ And they told him. ‘John the 

Baptist,’ they said, ‘others Elijah; others 

again, one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he 

asked, ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter spoke 

up and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And 

he gave them strict orders not to tell anyone 

about him. 

And he began to teach them that the Son of 

Man was destined to suffer grievously, to be 

rejected by the elders and the chief priests 

and the scribes, and to be put to death, and 

after three days to rise again; and he said all 

this quite openly. Then, taking him aside, 

Peter started to remonstrate with him. But, 

turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 

Because the way you think is not God’s way 

but man’s.’ 

He called the people and his disciples to him 

and said, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of 

mine, let him renounce himself and take up 

his cross and follow me. For anyone who 

wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone 

who loses his life for my sake, and for the 

sake of the gospel, will save it.’ 
 

 
 

 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa050
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjam#jam002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmrk#mrk008


 
 

 

 

Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not interested in another DIY project? To help fill the void 

during lockdown, each week weôll suggest some inspiring content to bring ólightô to this difficult time. 

Pop on the kettle and check out the recommendations below. 

 Podcasts for Christian living : Unity in marriage (part 1)   

In this podcast, Catholic counsellors, Dr Bob Schuchts and Jake Khym discuss how marriage is a 

union of two broken people, and yet when the love of God is invited in, unity is made possible. Listen 

at www.bit.ly/ChristianLiving2 

Getting to know your Bible : Exploring the Gospels  

As Christians, we have four accounts of the life of Jesus, called Gospels. How should we read them?  

Getting started: This video by a Franciscan priest looks at how itôs possible to understand different 

Gospel accounts and stories about Jesus. Watch at www.bit.ly/BibleGettingStarted2  

Going deeper: This year, we are reading Markôs Gospel at Mass. This video provides an introduction 

into the crafting and structure of the Gospel and the portrait of Jesus presented. View 

here www.bit.ly/BibleGoingDeeper2  

 

PRODUCED BY THE CATHOLIC  

ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************************************** 

 
 

Joke of the Week 

A small town had three churches: Presbyterian, Methodist, and Catholic. All three had a serious problem 
with possums in the church building and each, in its own fashion, had a meeting to deal with the 
problem.  
The Presbyterians decided that it was predestined that possums be in the church and that they would 
just have to live with them.  
The Methodists decided they should deal with the possums lovingly in the style of Charles Wesley. They 
humanely trapped them and released them in a park at the edge of town. Within three days, they were all 
back in the church.  
The Catholics had the best solution. They baptised and confirmed the possums. Now they only see them at 
Christmas and Easter 
    from Majellan Media – Thursday 9th September 2021 

 

La Tienda 

A Colombian Restaurant  
268 High Street, Windsor 

is giving free meals 

 to those in need 

3-6pm Mondays and Tuesdays 
 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D8f18714d57%26e%3D76bcc6cdfc&data=04%7C01%7Carmadale%40cam.org.au%7Cf017b78e05dd4a872e4408d972756027%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C637666670732777395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oyWZFAEhtpQWH66UQwKO%2BvyyBLl8Yf2F5JY8eQh1LbY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D92f209a209%26e%3D76bcc6cdfc&data=04%7C01%7Carmadale%40cam.org.au%7Cf017b78e05dd4a872e4408d972756027%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C637666670732777395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tEPn%2ByU%2BUxOXKg7U8X4nNwIt%2F0d3apISSqyp48U7JFc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D528d1c61db%26e%3D76bcc6cdfc&data=04%7C01%7Carmadale%40cam.org.au%7Cf017b78e05dd4a872e4408d972756027%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C637666670732787387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ggjtQCCib5IlTjd8MpsVraHlly9Qxs5of5OHXLniHM4%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER DURING LOCKDOWN 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

In this difficult time which we face could I suggest that you set aside 15 minutes, 

Monday to Friday, noon to 12.15pm to pray. 

 

Suitable intentions could be: 

For people in Australia who have COVID, 

for those who look after them, 

for children and teenagers doing home-schooling,  

for people who live by themselves and  

for parents and other people who have to work from home, for people overseas who 

have COVID, especially in developing countries, and 

for the people of Afghanistan whose freedom is seriously threatened. 

 

You could say a decade of the Rosary or read from your Book of Prayers or a 

passage from the Bible. 

      Fr Hayes 

 
 

 

In accordance with Archdiocesan Policy, the Parish Communities of St Peter and  

Our Lady of Lourdes are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity  

of all children and vulnerable adults . 

 

Copyright:  E539867  

 

 

From my head to my heart, a 

pilgrimage experience  

 

 
 

 

 

“My pilgrimage was a journey of the heart” exclaims Helen 

Lucas, a member of JISA’s Being with God in Nature ministry, 

as she recounts her experiences of walking the Ignatian 

Camino. The Ignatian Camino is a 700km route that Ignatius 

travelled in 1522 from his home in Loyola, Guipúzcoa, Spain 

to Manresa.  To read more go to:   https://jisa.org.au/ 

 

The Way (DVD Release 2012) This film should come with a 

warning. "After watching this you may feel compelled to up-

end your life to spend six weeks walking across Spain." The 

premise of this film appears to be quite simple. It is about a 

father whose son dies in the Pyrenees. However it is so much 

more...to read more go to:   https://jisa.org.au/ 

 

 

 

https://jisa.org.au/
https://jisa.org.au/


 
 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

 
Tuesday 14th September  

Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

This feast calls to mind the anniversary of the Dedication of the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre in 335 under the 

orders of the Emperor Constantine.  St Cyril, the Bishop of Jerusalem from about 350 to 386, also referred to the 

Finding of the Holy Cross.  We also have a document called the Pilgrimage of Etheria which records the voyage of 

a Spanish nun or lay woman towards the end of the 4th century.  She refers to the various ceremonies, liturgies and 

prayers that took place in Jerusalem and neighbouring areas, during Holy Week and Easter.  She also mentions the 

existence of the Holy Cross.  For your meditation or prayer you may like to have a look at the following passages.  

The Letter of St Paul to the Philippians 2:6-11, John 3:13-17; 19:25-42 and Psalm 21-22. 
 

 
 

 
During an intense period of persecution of Christians, they corresponded with each other about how to deal with 

Christians who sacrificed to the gods instead of remaining constant in their faith.  Were they to be excommunicated 

or readmitted to communion in the Church after a period of penance?  Cyprian’s Church in Carthage did not recognise 

the validity of baptism by heretics.  The Church in Rome however, was prepared to recognise that even those 

separated by the visible unity of the Church could confer baptism validly.  Although Cyrpian and Cornelius may have 

differed over some matters of doctrine and discipline their martyrdom shows their common witness to the faith. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 15th September  -  Our Lady of Sorrows 

This feast is not as old as the Feast of the Holy Cross but St Anselm (1033-1109) refers to 

the Sorrows of Mary in his writings.  Devotion to the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady continued 

to develop throughout the Middle Ages and into our own time. The focus of the Feast now 

rests on Mary’s suffering during the Passion and Death of her Son.  The sequence for the 

feast, Stabat Mater Dolorosa, written by Jacopone da Todi, a 13th century Franciscan, has 

inspired many composers.  The settings by Pergolesi and Rossini and Palestrina are well 

known to many people. We also have a window of Our Lady of Sorrows in St Peter’s 

Church. 

 
Friday 17th September  -  St Hildegard of Bingen (1098 – 1179) 

 
 

 

 

 

Abbess, teacher, mystic, 

poet and musician, she was 

declared Doctor of the 

Church by Pope Benedict 

XVI.  The following words 

are a translation of one of 

her many hymns to the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

The Holy Spirit : living and life-giving, 

the life thatôs all things moving, 

the root in all created being: 

of dirt it washes all things clean ï 

out-scrubbing sins, its balm our wounds 

constraining ï 

and so its life with praise is shining, 

rousing and reviving all. 
 

 

Thursday 16th September: Sts Cornelius  d253  

and Cyprian d258 
The celebration of the feast of these two saints, respectively Bishop of 

Rome and Bishop of Carthage (now a ruin in modern Tunisia) goes back 

to the 4th century.  They are also mentioned in the first list of saints in 

the First Eucharistic Prayer,  the Roman Canon.   They have always 

been associated because they were contemporary. Cornelius was Pope 

for two years only and Cyprian, an adult convert to the faith,was bishop 

for nine years.   


