
 

 

 

 
 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

  

Gospel Acclamation           Matthew 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News 

of the kingdom and healed all who were sick.  

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew            Matthew 15:21-28 

 

Woman, you have great faith. 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region 

of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite 

woman from that district and started shouting, 

‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter 

is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her not 

a word. And his disciples went and pleaded with 

him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said 

‘because she is shouting after us.’ He said in re-

ply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House 

of Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was 

kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He 

replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food 

and throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah 

yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps 

that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus 

answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let 

your wish be granted.’ And from that moment her 

daughter was well again. 

                                   The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon           John 6:51-52 

I am the living bread that came down from heav-

en, says the Lord. Whoever eats of this bread will 

live for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Next week’s readings   

First Reading:        Isaiah 22:19-23 

Responsorial Psalm:     

Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8  

Second Reading:     Romans 11:33-36 

Gospel:    Matthew 16:13-20 

Entrance Antiphon       Psalm 83:10-11 

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the 

face of your anointed one; one day within your 

courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

                  Isaiah 56:1.6-7 

 

I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with 

integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my 

integrity be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the 

Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his 

servants – all who observe the sabbath, not profan-

ing it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring 

to my holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my 

house of prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrific-

es will be accepted on my altar, for my house will be 

called a house of prayer for all the peoples. 

                              The word of  the Lord. 

 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm           
       Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4 
 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ro-
mans                   Romans 11:13-15. 29-32 
 

The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. 
 
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the 
pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being 
sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own peo-
ple envious of you, and in this way save some of 
them. Since their rejection meant the reconciliation 
of the world, do you know what their admission will 
mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from the 
dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his 
choice. 
Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, 
and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, 
so those who are disobedient now – and only be-
cause of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy 

mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all men in 
their own disobedience only to show mercy to all 
mankind. 
                                    The word of  the Lord. 
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Our Parish Vision 

Statement: 

We are called to be a 

welcoming, 

compassionate 

community, empowered 

for our faith journey for 

active service…... 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A   -  19th/20th August, 2023 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 

The overarching theme derived from today’s readings is the question of insider-outsider. We see here that the 

divisions and barriers that emerge out of human experience have been shattered by the graciousness of God. 

Jesus’ openness to ‘the other’ finds a precedent in the prophetic tradition. Isaiah spoke of a time when outsid-

ers would join insiders in worshipping God, thus dissolving the categories of insider and outsider. He was, of 

course, referring to the age of eschatological fulfilment. This age dawned with the coming of Jesus. Jesus him-

self moved out of the constraints of his own cultural worldview, and he directs us to do the same. People are 

either excluded because of gender, culture or religious perspective, or included only because they are able and 

willing to conform to discriminatory standards. In the reign of God, this should not be the case. People are ac-

cepted along with their own cultural profiles. 

God’s embrace first enclosed even those who rejected Jesus, and then God’s 

plan of salvation unfolded in a new way. An invitation to enter the kingdom 

was issued to the Gentiles, those who had been considered outsiders. If out-

siders are now insiders, what has happened to the former insiders? Paul in-

sists that they are still insiders. God has not simply shifted the identifying 

boundaries; God has dissolved them. In the interim between the dawning of 

the eschatological age and the end of time, the invitation to be included re-

mains open to all. 
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The Parish of St Thomas More and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of  chil-
dren, young people and vulnerable people in 
our community. May our message be that 
child  protection and the dignity of every             
person is the responsibility of every adult. 
You can find out more about the Church’s 
work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/
responseandprevention 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFETY PARISH 

AND WE BELIEVE IN CHILD SAFETY. 

The Pope's Monthly Intentions for 2023 —  Month of  August 

August  -   For World Youth Day   -  We pray the World Youth Day in Lisbon will help young people to live and witness 

the Gospel in their own lives.  

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/popes-monthly-intentions-2023 

mailto:principal@smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/popes-monthly-intentions-2023


 

 

• Sick List: If you are aware that any names on 

the sick list need to be removed, please 

contact the Parish Office on 97542141.  

 

REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS: 

Recent deaths:  Many people across the world who 

have died due to natural calamities  and ongoing War 

in Ukraine. May their souls rest in peace.  

Anniversaries: Ed Hodat, Henri Donker, Hilary Gill, 

Jack Durrant, Ray Kiker, Noelene Nardi, Brother Pat-

rick Henigan, OFM, Fr. Joseph Dargan PE, Fr. Tom 

Brophy PE 

Prayers for the Sick:   We pray for all who are ill, but 

especially the following people: Peter Lawrence,  Ste-

phen Billington,  Anne Radocaj, Simon Kuyper John 
Barber, Dimuthu, Glen Butler, Juhyeon Kim, Peter 

Hicks, Margaret Campion,  Cameron DiCasio, Jack 

Weir, Ewa Wallis, Jane Schellenbach, Deanne Atkinson, 

Margaret Gilhooly, Daniel, Mason, Hero, Helen Smith, 

Irene, Debbie Owens, Don Kempster, Pat McCarrick, 
Justin,  Tom Fergus, Josie Walsh,  B. O’Connor, 

Maureen  Lyons,  Ingyin Collins, David Bourke, Eileen 

Banyard, Brendan, Martin Fergus, Margaret, Maureen, 

Patricia Gilchrist, Stephen Mc., Cheryl McInnes, Kate 

Arnott, Julian Neesham, Fa Perisipi, John Reid, Dieter 

Farmer, Margaret Sheanon, Dianne Zidek, Mark Pick-
thall, Terry Schubert, Neil Weatherill, Margaret Herbert, 

Rob Zwagerman,  Joshua McQuade,  Lanie Brereton, 

Sandra Dowling, Francesca, Neil Holland, Maureen 

Hughes, Marilyn Ward, Isabelle Henry, Phillis Willough-

by. 

Mindfulness & Meditation – Saturday, 28 Au-

gust 2023, 10 am – 3.30 pm  (in-person)   

When we are present to the ‘now’, centredness and 

relaxation become a natural part of life, and we 

know how to act from a heart of love. Facilitated by 

Paola Cheng who is a Spiritual Director, mental 

health social worker and meditation teacher, this 

is a day of prayer in the practice of Mindfulness 

and Meditation. We invite you to bring an open 

mind and heart to journey with others and within 

oneself. Bookings via https://

www.heartoflife.melbourne/events/mindfulness-

meditation/? or email info@heartoflife.melbourne. 

Cost: $60 (BYO Lunch) 

Enneagram Day – Saturday, 9 September 2023, 
9 am – 4.30 pm  (in-person event)   

This one-day practical workshop offers a transfor-

mational experience where you will gain invaluable 

insight into the unique way in which we relate and 

respond to the people with whom we share our 

lives, and the world around us. Facilitated by our 
Program Director Dr Lynn Moresi, she will dwell 

into topics of discovering your Enneagram Type; 

identifying your pathways of strength and chal-

lenge; understanding/interacting with other Types; 

handling conflict; and effective communication. 
Join this small group setting for a day of fun, 

laughter, challenge and insight. Places limited. 

Bookings via https://www.heartoflife.melbourne/

events/enneagram-day/  or email in-

fo@heartoflife.melbourne. Cost: $80 including 

notes (BYO lunch) 

 

 

 

Baptism 

Let us welcome Felix Thomas Butler  into 

faith community.  

May he be richly blessed throughout his life, 

constantly being aware of the unconditional 

love and Mercy of God. 

 

Please see below an update to current vacant roles listed on our Melbourne 

Catholic website.  

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and experienced people for the 

positions of: Further details of the above positions can be found on the Archdio-

cese website at: https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 

Should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact Hu-

man Resources at hradmin@cam.org.au 

Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne 

•    Archdiocesan Personal Assistant, Western Region 

Parish Positions 

•   Parish Secretary - St Dominic's Parish, Melton 

•   Parish Coordinator- St Jude’s Parish, Scoresby 

•   Evangelisation Coordinator - St Catherine of Siena Parish, Caroline 

Springs 

 Other Positions 

•   Audio Technician, Radio Maria Australia, Preston 

•  College Registrar, CTC, East Melbourne 

•  Cleaner & Housekeeper, Corpus Christi College, Carlton 

Commitment Day Mass  - 20th August at St. 

Thomas More Church Belgrave 

Keep in our prayers for St. Thomas More school stu-

dents who are going to receive  the First Holy Com-

munion next week. Also keep in our prayers  for their  

parents and guardians who are going to make the 

commitment in the Sunday mass. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartoflife.melbourne%2Fevents%2Fenneagram-day%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbelgrave%40cam.org.au%7C30b66a502a094aa0d94208db9df7884e%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638277458726634774%7CU
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartoflife.melbourne%2Fevents%2Fenneagram-day%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbelgrave%40cam.org.au%7C30b66a502a094aa0d94208db9df7884e%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638277458726634774%7CU
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
mailto:hradmin@cam.org.au


 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Theological College is running an Online In-
formation Session for the Graduate Certificate in 
Teaching Meditation on Monday 4 September at 
7.30pm (AEST) that might be of interest to you, your 
lay ministers, or interested parishioners. Please see the 
attached flyer for more information. 

For anyone interested in attending our information 
session, registration is essential. Click here to reg-
ister. 
 
Follow us on Facebook. 
 

 278 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne VIC 3002 

PO Box 146, East Melbourne VIC 8002 

T: (+61) 03 9412 3333 

E: ctc@ctc.edu.au  

    www.ctc.edu.au 

Queenship of the blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this feast, particularly cherished by the Popes of mod-

ern times, we celebrate Mary as the Queen of Heaven and 

Earth. 

Pope Pius XII in the Papal Encyclical Ad Coeli Reginam 

proposed the traditional doctrine on the Queenship of 

Mary and established this feast for the Universal Church. 

Pope Pius IX said of Mary's queenship: "Turning her ma-

ternal Heart toward us and dealing with the affair of our 

salvation, she is concerned with the whole human race. 

Constituted by the Lord Queen of Heaven and earth, and 

exalted above all choirs of Angels and the ranks of Saints 

in Heaven, standing at the right hand of Her only-begotten 

Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, she petitions most powerfully 

with Her maternal prayers, and she obtains what she 

seeks." 

And Pope Pius XII added the following: "We commend that 

on the festival there be renewed the consecration of the 

human race to the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Upon this there is founded a great hope that there 

will rejoice in the triumph of religion and in Christian 

peace.....Therefore, let all approach with greater confi-

dence now than before, to the throne of mercy and grace 

of our Queen and Mother to beg help in difficultly, light in 

darkness and solace in trouble and sorrow…... Whoever, 

therefore, honours the lady ruler of the Angels and of men 

- and let no one think themselves exempt from the pay-

ment of that tribute of a grateful and loving soul - let them 

call upon her as most truly Queen and as the Queen who 

brings the blessings of peace, that She may show us all, 

after this exile, Jesus, who will be our enduring peace and 

joy." 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/queenship-of-mary-343 

Catholic Care Victoria Sunday Appeal 

Thank you from CatholicCare Victoria  

CatholicCare Victoria is deeply grateful for the support of 

our parish during last week’s CatholicCare Victoria Sun-

day Appeal.  

Because of the generosity of our parish community, 

CatholicCare Victoria can continue to ensure that vul-

nerable individuals and families in our community have 

the opportunity to live life to the full. Thank you for 

helping those in need!  

For more information about CatholicCare Victoria, 

please visit: www.catholiccarevic.org.au  

 

CatholicCare Victoria ABN 51 857 084 361 East Mel-

bourne Office: PO Box 196, East Melbourne VIC 8002  

T: (03) 9287 5517  

E: fundraising@catholiccarevic.org.au  

W: www.catholiccarevic.org.au  

Mary MacKillop Australian Pilgrimage 17/10 - 

28/10/2023 

 

The Sisters of Saint Joseph have prepared an Australi-

an Pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of Mary MacKillop” 
commencing in Melbourne on 17 October, journeying 

through Victoria and South Australia, and ending at 

Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney on 28 October 

2023.  During the pilgrimage we visit many places as-

sociated with Mary MacKillop’s life and ministry. 

Contact on 

national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au or on 89124818.  

Eucharistic adoration and veneration to 

the first class relic of St Don Bosco at St. 

Thomas More church last Sunday  

https://ctc.edu.au/study/gctm/
https://ctc.edu.au/study/gctm/
https://divinity.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcu2oqTMjEt1WB9i_gVwXdSmk_4vTM_df
https://www.facebook.com/catholictheologicalcollege
mailto:ctc@ctc.edu.au
http://www.ctc.edu.au/
mailto:pilgrimage@mmp.org.au

