Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B

A reading from the book of Wisdom
Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24

It was the devil’s envy that brought death into
the world.

Death was not God’s doing, he takes no pleasure in
the extinction of the living. To be — for this he created
all; the world’s created things have health in them, in
them no fatal poison can be found, and Hades holds
no power on earth; for virtue is undying. Yet God did
make man imperishable, he made him in the image of
his own nature; it was the devil’s envy that brought
death into the world, as those who are his partners

will discover. The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 29:2. 4-6. 11-13. R.

v.2

(R.) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.
I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me

and have not let my enemies rejoice over me.

O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead,

restored me to life from those who sink into the grave. (R.)

Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him,
give thanks to his holy name.
His anger lasts but a moment: his favour through life.

At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn. (R.)

The Lord listened and had pity.
The Lord came to my help.
For me you have changed my mourning into dancing,

O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever. (R.)

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians 2 Cor 8:7. 9. 13-15

Your abundance should supply their want.

You always have the most of everything — of faith, of
eloquence, of understanding, of keenness for any
cause, and the biggest share of our affection — so we
expect you to put the most into this work of mercy
too. Remember how generous the Lord Jesus was: he
was rich, but he became poor for your sake, to make
you rich out of his poverty. This does not mean that
to give relief to others you ought to make things diffi-
cult for yourselves: it is a question of balancing what
happens to be your surplus now against their pre-
sent need, and one day they may have something to
spare that will supply your own need. That is how we
strike a balance: as scripture says: The man who
gathered much had none too much, the man who
gathered little did not go short.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluia! Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done
away with death and brought us life through his gos-
pel. Alleluia !

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Mk 5:21-24. 35-43
Young girl, I say to you, arise.

When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side,
a large crowd gathered round him and he stayed by
the lakeside. Then one of the synagogue officials came
up, Jairus by name, and seeing him, fell at his feet
and pleaded with him earnestly, saying, ‘My little
daughter is desperately sick. Do come and lay your
hands on her to make her better and save her life.’
Jesus went with him and a large crowd followed him;
they were pressing all round him. Some people arrived
from the house of the synagogue official to say, Your
daughter is dead: why put the Master to any further
trouble?’ But Jesus had overheard this remark of
theirs and he said to the official, ‘Do not be afraid; on-
ly have faith.” And he allowed no one to go with him
except Peter and James and John the brother of
James. So they came to the official’s house and Jesus
noticed all the commotion, with people weeping and
wailing unrestrainedly. He went in and said to them,
‘Why all this commotion and crying? The child is not
dead, but asleep.’ But they laughed at him. So he
turned them all out and, taking with him the child’s
father and mother and his own companions, he went
into the place where the child lay. And taking the
child by the hand he said to her, ‘Talitha, kum!’ which
means, little girl, I tell you to get up.’ The little girl got
up at once and began to walk about, for she was
twelve years old. At this they were overcome with
astonishment, and he ordered them strictly not to let
anyone know about it, and told them to give her some-

thing to eat. The Gospel of the Lord.

Communion Antiphon:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all
within me, his holy name.

Next week’s readings:

First Reading: Ez 2:2-5
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 122. R. v.2
Second Reading: 2 Cor 12:7-10
Gospel : Mk 6:1-6
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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B - 27th June, 2021

Death is not acceptable in so much of modern culture. Yet death comes in so many ways to all of us. The only
death to fear is the death of the soul. God created us to live but death has come into the world. Physical
death. Everyone seems to want to fight against physical death. For us who follow the Lord Jesus, physical
death is the gateway to eternal life, to living with the Lord Jesus forever.

The first reading today is from the Book of Wisdom. Even in this book from the Old Testament we hear: “God
formed man to be imperishable.” God wants us to live! Yet death came into our world. The Old Testament
knows already that death is not the final answer to our human existence. Death is only final for those who be-
long to the company of the devil.

The second reading is from the Second Letter to the Corinthians. Saint Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to
share what money they have with those who have less. This is another form of dying to oneself: recognizing
that we can share what we have, even if we don’t have much. In much of modern culture today, the emphasis
is on getting as much for oneself as is possible. This is another expression of the fear of death. We have a fear
of not having all that we want. It is important to recognize that very often what we want and what we need are
very different. We have to learn to die to ourselves in order to recognize this difference.

We are not invited to look at how others live, but at how we ourselves live. We are invited to see what we have
that we could give away to help others who have less. Saint Augustine said already in early centuries of Chris-
tianity that we should strive to have less so that others can have more.

The Gospel from Saint Mark today returns us to the theme of physical death.

The daughter of the synagogue official really dies and those around her send a message to her father: don’t
bother Jesus! Instead, Jesus knows what is happening and goes to the home and brings the young girl back to
life, in spite of everyone doubting that it could happen.

Our challenge today is a simple question: Am I alive in Christ? Am I willing to share what I have with those
who have less? Can I really believe that Jesus is the whole meaning of life?

Source: https://christdesert.org/ 13th-sunday-ordinary-time-cycle-b-
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REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS:

Recent deaths: Many people across the world who have

died due to corona virus and natural calamities.

Anniversaries: Harry Tuplin, Fr, Lgnacy Smaga SChr,
Berenice Shaw, Joop Bakker, Anne Durrant, Jason
Breakwell, Mary Thornburn, Fr. Leo Saleeba, Kevin Ryan,
Terry Garric.

Prayer for the deceased:

Lord open wide the doors of your Mercy to all those who
have passed away in the parish of St. Thomas More,
Belgrave. In your compassion grant eternal bliss to all of
them.

Prayers for the Sick: We pray for all who are ill, but
especially the following people: Jane Schellenbach, Deanne
Atkinson, Damien Van der Linden, Lil Warner, Fiona,
Margaret Gilhooly, Daniel, Mason, Hero, Helen Smith, Irene
and Kevin Ryan, Debbie Owens, Don Kempster. Pat
McCarrick, Joan Newman, Justin, Joy Goodie, Tom Fergus,
Leo and Josie Walsh, Father Noel MacKay, B. O’Connor,
Linda Bullivant, Maureen & Peter Lyons, Laurie Fitton,
Ingyin Collins, David Bourke, Eileen Banyard, Brendan,
Martin Fergus, Margaret & Fiona Gilhooly, Maureen,
Patricia Gilchrist, Stephen Mc., Cheryl Mclnnes, Kate
Arnott, Julian Neesham, Robert Drake, Helen Hermann,
Lyn Blackman, Joan Munday, Fa Perisipi, John Reid, Dieter
Farmer, Margaret Sheanon, Dianne Zidek, Mark Pickthall,
Terry Schubert, Neil Weatherill, Margaret Herbert, Rob
Zwagerman, Joshua McQuade, Jim & Ed Hodapp, Lanie
Brereton, Sandra Dowling, Francesca, Neil Holland,

Places of Worship and Religious Gatherings

1. Places of worship must use electronic record keep-
ing through the free Victorian Government QR Code
Service. Please note, the registration sheets are availa-
ble at the registration table at the church.

2. In Metropolitan Melbourne (indoors or outdoors):
Permitted for up to 300 people per venue, under a
density quotient of 1 person per 4 sqm applies (no
group limits apply).

3. In Metropolitan Melbourne, face coverings must be
worn by the congregation when singing indoors at all
times. This will create difficulties for singing, and con-
gregants should be encouraged to either refrain from
singing, or to do so softly.

4. Face coverings must be worn by cantors or choirs
indoors. They may be removed during the period of
singing but must be replaced and worn otherwise.

We can have the following numbers of the participants
in each mass centre.

Belgrave - 100 people
Emerald - 40 people
Gembrook - 30 people
Monbulk - 50 people

Please pray before the Recessional Hymn

St Joseph Prayer

Heavenly Father,
St Joseph set aside his own plans
to embrace your dream for us.
You invited his help in caring
for Jesus your Son, our Saviour,
and the Revealer of your wonderful love.
Enable us to live by your loving plan
and to reflect to the world the light of Christ.
St Joseph, man of dreams

and trusting steward, pray for us.

Lord Jesus,
You grew in wisdom and maturity
as you lived in the family
of Nazareth in daily communion
with St Joseph and Mary your mother.
From St Joseph you learned
the dignity of human work.
Give parents the wisdom
to support their children and to guide them
in the way and work of your Kingdom.
St Joseph, faithful parent

and diligent worker, pray for us.

Creator Spirit,
We see in St Joseph a tenderness
and reverence for all your creation.

We learn from him to approach others justly
and tenderly, and to see our world as endowed
with the glory of God.

Teach us to love one another
and to be of humble service to all of creation,
empowered by your life within us.

St Joseph, wise protector and humble servant,
pray for us.



First Friday Devotions at St Thomas More, Belgrave —

Beginning of mass at 9am. After the Mass, Rosary Prayed with
the Blessed Sacrament Exposed. There are twelve promises
given to St Margarat Alacoque about the First Friday. We need
to do 9 consecutive first Fridays. There are flyers in the foyer.

First Saturday Devotions at St Thomas More, Belgrave—

Beginning of mass at 9am. After the Mass, Rosary is prayed
with the Blessed Sacrament Exposed. During the holy hour of
Adoration, Priest is available for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. Our Lady of Fatima asked for 5 consecutive Saturdays.
To learn more about this request from Our Lady we need to
learn more about Fatima flyers in the foyer.

Fr. Anthony Cruz

House cleaning

If you need a reliable woman to clean your house,
either regularly or one-off, ring Sophie on
0451189292.

'Mindfulness & Meditation via Zoom, 1hr x 4 Tuesday
nights, 7.30pm-8.30pm, 6-27 July 2021,

This is an evening series on the practice of contempla-
tive mindfulness and meditation. It provides input and
guidance, encouraging regular practice within a support-
ive group. The series is led by Paola Cheng, a qualified
meditation teacher, spiritual director and social worker,
who brings an inclusive and gentle approach to her ses-
sions. Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral For-
mation. Cost $50. Book and pay via web
site www.heartoflife.melbourne,
email info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101.

“Heart of Life is offering an “At-home Retreat — Moments
that are Grace” — over five weeks, beginning Tuesday, 3
August and concluding 31 August.

This at-home retreat, invites you to spend some time in
prayer at home each day pondering your experiences of
the day, and to be accompanied by a retreat-companion
on how God might have been present for you. To register
your interest, please call 9890 1101 or email

info@heartoflife.melbourne, no later than 28 July 2021.”

m Heart of Life

The Sacrament of Confirmation has
been postponed to 14th August 2021.

St. Thomas More Church Belgrave at
12pm

St. Paul’s Church Monbulk at
2pm

Sacrament of First Reconciliation and
First Holy Eucharist

St. Thomas More Church—Belgrave

First Reconciliation Wednesday 28th

July at 3.30— 4.30pm

Workshop Monday 26th July in School

Library

First Holy Eucharist Sunday 22nd August 2pm

Workshop Workshop 1 Wednesday 4th

August in School Library.

Practice Workshop—
Wednesday 4th August in
School Library.

Practice Workshop— Wednes
day 19th August in STM
Church.

St. Paul’s Church, Monbulk

First Reconciliation Tuesday 20th July at

3.30pm
Workshop 14th July at 3.30pm
First Holy Eucharist 7th October 6pm
Workshop 11th August at 3.30pm

Sacred Heart Church, Gembrook

e X

The sacramental dates and workshop dates
will be notified later.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday 4th
of July 2021
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I PETER’S PENCE ANNUAL COLLECTION This
 weekend, we will take up the Peter’s Pence col-
| lection.

I
1
1
i
:Pope Francis uses the collection proceeds to pro- |
1 . a A
, vide emergency assistance and aid to the most I
| disadvantaged around the world. The Peter’s :
1 Pence collection is a gesture of solidarity through |
\ which every member of the faithful can participate 1
1in the activity of the Pope as Pastor of the univer- :
1 sal Catholic Church. Thank you for your generous |
: support. :
1
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