FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 32:5-6

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the
word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Acts 2:14. 36-41
God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Elev-
en and addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The
whole House of Israel can be certain that God has
made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and
Christ.’

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’
You must repent,” Peter answered ‘and every one of
you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is
for you and your children, and for all those who are
far away, for all those whom the Lord our God will call
to himself.” He spoke to them for a long time using
many arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save your-
selves from this perverse generation.” They were con-
vinced by his arguments, and they accepted what he
said and were baptised. That very day about three
added to their number.

The word of the Lord.

thousand were

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22:1-6
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.

A reading from the first letter of St Peter
1 Pt 2:20-25

You had gone astray but now you have come back
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punish-
ment patiently when you are punished after doing
your duty.
This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because
Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to
follow the way he took. He had not done anything
wrong, and there had been no perjury in his mouth.
He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults;
when he was tortured he made no threats but he put
his trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing our
faults in his own body on the cross, so that we might
die to our faults and live for holiness; through his
wounds you have been healed. You had gone astray
like sheep but now you have come back to the shep-
herd and guardian of your souls.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Jn 10:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!

I am the good shepherd, says

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John Jn 10:1-10

I am the gate of the sheepfold.

Jesus said: 1T tell you most solemnly, anyone who
does not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but
gets in some other way is a thief and a brigand. The
one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of
the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear
his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and
leads them out. When he has brought out his flock,
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow be-
cause they know his voice. They never follow a
stranger but run away from him: they do not recog-
nise the voice of strangers.” Jesus told them this
parable but they failed to understand what he
meant by telling it to them. So Jesus spoke to them
again: 1 tell you most solemnly, I am the gate of the
sheepfold. All others who have come are thieves and
brigands; but the sheep took no notice of them. I am
the gate. Anyone who enters through me will be
safe: he will go freely in and out and be sure of find-
ing pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I have come so that they may have life
and have it to the full.’

A The Gospel of the Lord.

Communion Antiphon

The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life
for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Next week’s readings

First Reading: Acts 6:1 -7

Responsorial Psalm: Ps.32:1-2, 4-5.18-19
Second Reading: 1Pt 2:4-9

Gospel: Jn 14:1-12
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEARA - 29th/30th April, 2023

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA

This is ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ and a particular focus taken today is leadership. Which voices
do we follow? Why do we follow these voices and not others? Authentic leadership is rooted in
authority, and authentic authority is the ability to author or bring life to birth. Genuine authority
cherishes, guards and encourages the best in life; it provides rest and refreshment; it guides our
steps; it nourishes us; it leads us to God. Peter is an example of authentic authority: he proclaims the truth, even if others
find it hard to hear; he denounces error, even when this places him in jeopardy; he calls for a change of heart, even when it
makes great demands.

Authentic leadership is patterned after the leadership of Jesus. It is gentle and familiar, like the true shepherd; it has won

the confidence of those who follow, as did the true shepherd; it is committed to the enhancement of the lives of others, as
was Jesus. Authentic leadership is willing to forgo its own needs and to deny its own interests in favour of the needs and

interests of others.

Heavy demands are placed on those who follow authentic leadership. Those who follow the Good Shepherd must follow
him in the dark valleys as well as to the refreshing streams. They must be willing to relinquish some of their own plans and
self-determination and entrust themselves to his leadership. They must never forget that they are following a shepherd who
has paid the ultimate price on their behalf.

Fourth Sunday of Easter Year A (liturgyhelp.com)
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REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS:

Recent deaths: Many people across the world who
have died due to natural calamities ( Turkey and Syria)
and ongoing War in Ukraine. May their souls rest in
peace.

Anniversaries

Lee Walsh, Silvia Schnelbrieder, Frank Carville,
Kathleen Boyle, Fr. James Kierce PE, Koen Goederee,
Gregory Pappa, Lucia Falcone, Maria Eyssens, Martha
Grainger, Bob Smart.

Prayer for the deceased:

Lord open wide the doors of your Mercy to all those
who have passed away in the parish of St. Thomas
More, Belgrave. In your compassion grant eternal bliss
to all of them.

Prayers for the Sick: We pray for all who are ill, but
especially the following people: Kaz Holt, Dimuthu,
Glen Butler, Aliyah Lawless, Juhyeon Kim, Peter
Hicks, Margaret Campion, Cameron DiCasio, Jack
Weir, Ewa Wallis, Jane Schellenbach, Deanne
Atkinson, Damien Van der Linden, Margaret Gilhooly,
Daniel, Mason, Hero, Helen Smith, Irene, Debbie
Owens, Don Kempster, Pat McCarrick, Justin, Tom
Fergus, Josie Walsh, B. O’Connor, Maureen Lyons,
Ingyin Collins, David Bourke, Eileen Banyard,
Brendan, Martin Fergus, Margaret, Maureen, Patricia
Gilchrist, Stephen Mc., Cheryl Mclnnes, Kate Arnott,
Julian Neesham, Joan Munday, Fa Perisipi, John
Reid, Dieter Farmer, Margaret Sheanon, Dianne Zidek,
Mark Pickthall, Terry Schubert, Neil Weatherill,
Margaret Herbert, Rob Zwagerman, Joshua McQuade,
Lanie Brereton, Sandra Dowling, Francesca, Neil
Holland, Maureen Hughes, Marilyn Ward, Isabelle
Henry, Phillis Willoughby.

o Sick List: If you are aware that any names on
the sick list need to be removed, please
contact the Parish Office on 97542141.

All church properties windows and doors must be
checked as being locked before event is concluded ,
as some doors have been found to be closed but not
locked. This must not continue.

Thank you

Need your support for St. Vincent de Paul
Society Belgrave

St. Thomas More's Vincent de Paul committee mem-
bers need more food and food items to distribute for

needy people in our community. The .
t St.Vincent de Paul

donation box is placed in the St. ﬂHP

Neighbors helping neighbors

Thomas More’s church foyer.

DOcCIeLy O

Thank you Rosalinda Legison

The parish wholeheartedly thanks
Rosalinda Legison for her service as a
Priest's housekeeper for the last nine
years from 2014. May the Risen Lord
continue to bless and protect her.

'Dare to Dream!’, via Zoom, 5x Wednesday, 3, 10, 17,
24 & 31 May, 5.00-6.30 pm (AEST).

“We have had dreams and there is no one to interpret
them...” and Joseph said to them, “do not interpretations
belong to God?” (Genesis 40:8)

Join our director, Clare Shearman, and guests in our
‘dream lab’. Based on the Dreams session previously of-
fered as part of the Siloam Program, this five-week program
will explore the significance of our dreams, include the
practice of dream circles, provide guidance and practice for
working with dreams—our own and others’, consider the
potential for our dreams to personally and collectively
shape the future.

Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation.
Cost $130. Book and pay via web-

site www.heartoflife.melbourne, email in-
fo@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101.

‘Pondering Grief’ (in-person event), Saturday 20 May
2023, 10 am - 3.30 pm (AEST)

This day offers an invitation to reflect on and honour our
inner life of change and transition. With creativity, space
and gentle guiding support, this workshop will offer a sa-
cred place for the breadth of human experiencing and spirit
to guide individual exploration. Facilitated by Linda Es-
pie a counsellor of loss, grief and bereavement for over 35
years. Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral For-
mation. Cost: $80 including ‘Pondering Grief ’ book (BYO
lunch). Book and pay via web-

site www.heartoflife.melbourne, email in-

fo@heartoflife. melbourne or tel 9890 1101.

heartoflife. melbourne isea - 2023

Catholic Archdioceses of Melbourne job W
vacancies are available on https://melbournecatholic.org/

job-vacancies

For positions vacant in Catholic education, please
visit the Catholic Education Melbourne website.

For positions vacant in our social services provider,
CatholicCare Victoria, please visit the CatholicCare Victoria
website.

For positions vacant at Villa Maria Catholic Homes, please
visit the website the VMCH website.
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Happy Birthday Fay Ryan !
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Good Shepherd Sunday 2023
30 April (Fourth Sunday of Easter)

Today is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Pope
Francis tells us:

There can be no greater joy than to risk one’s life for
the Lord! I would like to say this especially to you, the
young. Do not be deaf to the Lord’s call. If he calls you
to follow this path, do not pull your oars into the boat,
but trust him.

Let us pray for the young people in our community,
and in our families and circle of friends. May our pray-
ers help them to be open to the Lord’s call to conse-
crated life or priesthood.

Pledge to Pray

The Vocations Office in Melbourne has partnered with
some others in a project, 'Pledge to Pray' - an on-line
platform for individuals to pledge prayers for voca-
tions. It is based upon the idea of the 'Invisible Monas-
tery'. I invite you to 'pledge a prayer' for vocations at
www.pledgetopray.com.au this is a site dedicated to
encouraging prayer for vocations in Australia.

Catholic Vocations Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert
Street, East Melbourne VIC 3002 Australia PO Box
146, East Melbourne VIC 8002 Australia

catholicvocations

Telephone: (03) 9926 5733

Email: vocations@cam.org.au
www.vocationsmelbourne.org

The Archdiocese is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity
of all children and vulnerable adults.

Corpus Christi College &
Catholic Theological College
SR
¢/

CATHOLIC
THEOLOGICAL

corLect Good Shepherd Sunday Appeal

- UNIVERSITY
"o DIVINITY

Support the training of priests

for tomorrow’s Church

Your tax-deductible donation will support the costs of
Corpus Christi College seminarians.

https://ctc.edu.au/community/good-shepherd-
sundavy-appeal/

Thanksgiving envelopes are now available for
collection in four churches.

“Candlelight Vigil for Ukraine and world peace:

Our Candlelight Vigil will continue this year on the first
Wednesday of the month (Wednesday 5th April, in Holy
Week.) commencing at 7 pm in the St. Thomas More’s

church chapel.

7.00 pm Mass

7.30 pm Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

7.45 pm Rosary
8.05 pm Benediction
8.10 pm Finish.

Please join us for any of the above to pray especially to
the end of the War in Ukraine and for peace in the world.

Church Volunteers

A very big thank you to our church volunteers who
render your valuable service to our parish church
communities in various capacities.

Please enter your details in the volunteer list placed
in the church foyer. If you have not submitted a
copy of your working with children check, please
hand over to your mass manager or parish office.

Thank You.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER Weekend
“Live Your Best Life in Love”

Every relationship is a journey and the grind of eve-
ryday life can cause you to lose touch with your
spouse.

This weekend gives married couples the tools to
keep passion alive in a gentle, nurturing environ-
ment, away from pressures and distractions of daily
living. The weekend is based around Catholic values
and couples of all faiths are welcome. Please check
our website for more details.

Date: 28 — 30 April 2023 in Melbourne
(Book early to avoid disappointment)

Information /Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409
183 676 or

Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Q

workdwide
marriage
encounter

Website: wwme.org.au
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