SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A

Entrance Antiphon Cf Psalm 67:6-7,36

God is in his holy place, God who unites those who
dwell in his house; he himself gives might and
strength to his people.

A reading from the first book of the Kings
1 Kings 3:5.7-12
You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said,
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ Solomon re-
plied, Lord, my God, you have made your servant king
in succession to David my father. But I am a very
young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant
finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that
you have chosen, a people so many its numbers can-
not be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart
to understand how to discern between good and evil,
for who could govern this people of yours that is so
great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have
asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord
said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches
or the lives of your enemies, but have asked for a dis-
cerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do
what you ask. I give you a heart wise and shrewd as
none before you has had and none will have after you.’

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97

Lord, I love your commands.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Romans 8:28-30

He predestined us to become true images of his
Son.

We know that by turning everything to their good God
co-operates with all those who love him, with all those
that he has called according to his purpose. They are
the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to
become true images of his Son, so that his Son might
be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he in-
tended for this; those he called he justified, and with
those he justified he shared his glory.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones
the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mat-
thew Matthew 13:44-52

He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field which someone has
found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells every-
thing he owns and buys the field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great
value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys
it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast
into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When
it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting
down, they collect the good ones in a basket and
throw away those that are no use. This is how it will
be at the end of time: the angels will appear and
separate the wicked from the just to throw them into
the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth. ‘Have you understood all this?’
They said, Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Well, then,
every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is like a householder who brings out from
his storeroom things both new and old.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Communion Antiphon Matthew 5:7-8

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mer-
cy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see
God.

Next week’s readings

First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10. 13-14
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 96:1-2. 5-6. 9. R. vv.1. 9.
Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-19

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9



https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cdan#dan007
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cpt2#pt2001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw017
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A - 29th/30th July, 2023

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA

Two themes seem to weave through the readings for this Sunday: treasure and delight. The treasure is the ex-
traordinary gift that comes from God; the delight is the joy that we experience when we realise that the treasure
is ours. A third theme, which is found in the first reading, picks up a theme that we have considered several
times during this period of Ordinary Time, namely, service of others.

The treasure is the kingdom of heaven. It is the prize that gives meaning to the present, and its fullest delight
draws us into the future. The reign of God is the fulfilment of our deepest desires and our fondest hopes. Noth-
ing in the world can compare with it, and that is why we are willing to sacrifice everything to attain it. The
treasure that we find is really a gift that is given. We need not work to attain the kingdom, nor can we earn it in
any way. It is given to us by God. All we have to do is accept it.

Solomon chose to be of service to others. In this he is a model for disciples to follow. We have discovered the
treasure in the field; we have found the pearl of great price. What we have been given, we must now give to oth-
ers. In giving we will lose nothing. In fact, we gain an abundance of blessings. All things work for good, and God
is glorified in all. Such is the character of the kingdom of God.

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2023Jul30/0/RefDiBer

The Pope's Monthly Intentions for 2023

July - For a Eucharistic life — We pray that Catholics may place the celebration of the Eucharist at the heart of their
lives, transforming human relationships in a very deep way and opening to the encounter with God and all their brothers and
sisters.

https:/ /www.usccb.org/prayers/popes-monthly-intentions-2023
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REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS:
Recent deaths:

Many people across the world who have died due to
natural calamities ( Turkey and Syria) and ongoing
War in Ukraine. May their souls rest in peace.

Anniversaries:

Amelia Violet, Truong Pham, Ton Herbert, Ray
Penman, Nora Ryan.

Prayer for the deceased: Lord open wide the doors of
your Mercy to all those who have passed away in the
parish of St. Thomas More, Belgrave. In your

compassion grant eternal bliss to all of them.

Prayers for the Sick: We pray for all who are ill, but
especially the following people: Stephen Billington,
Anne Radocaj, Simon Kuyper John Barber, Dimuthu,
Glen Butler, Juhyeon Kim, Peter Hicks, Margaret
Campion, Cameron DiCasio, Jack Weir, Ewa Wallis,
Jane Schellenbach, Deanne Atkinson, Damien Van der
Linden, Margaret Gilhooly, Daniel, Mason, Hero, Helen
Smith, Irene, Debbie Owens, Don Kempster, Pat
McCarrick, Justin, Tom Fergus, Josie Walsh, B.
O’Connor, Maureen Lyons, Ingyin Collins, David
Bourke, Eileen Banyard, Brendan, Martin Fergus,
Margaret, Maureen, Patricia Gilchrist, Stephen Mc.,
Cheryl Mclnnes, Kate Arnott, Julian Neesham, Fa
Perisipi, John Reid, Dieter Farmer, Margaret Sheanon,
Dianne Zidek, Mark Pickthall, Terry Schubert, Neil
Weatherill, Margaret Herbert, Rob Zwagerman,
Joshua McQuade, Lanie Brereton, Sandra Dowling,
Francesca, Neil Holland, Maureen Hughes, Marilyn
Ward, Isabelle Henry, Phillis Willoughby.

. Sick List: If you are aware that any names on
the sick list need to be removed, please
contact the Parish Office on 97542141.

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD - 6th August

Baptism

Let us welcome Florence Beninati into faith
community as she is going to be baptized
this weekend at St. Thomas More Church
Belgrave.

May she be richly blessed throughout her life,
constantly being aware of the unconditional

love and Mercy of God.

Holy
—__Baptism
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Retreat in Everyday Life — Moments of Grace — over
five weeks, beginning Monday, 31 July and con-
cluding 28 August (at Heart of Life, Malvern, or via
Zoom) Flexible timing.

The Retreat in Everyday Life involves a commit-
ment to daily prayer and weekly spiritual accom-
paniment for an hour per week over five weeks
with this year’s theme ‘Moments of Grace’. This is
an ideal opportunity for a Parish or spiritual com-
munity to retreat together, as well as for individu-
als who would like to experience an opportunity to
recognise God’s presence in their everyday lives in
a more intentional way. Register your interest
https:/ /www.heartoflife.melbourne/events/retreat
-in-everyday-life-moments-of-grace/ or in-
fo@heartoflife.melbourne and we will be in touch
to have a conversation. Cost: Donation

Mindfulness & Meditation — Saturday, 28 August
2023, 10 am - 3.30 pm (in-person)

When we are present to the ‘now’, centredness and
relaxation become a natural part of life, and we
know how to act from a heart of love. Facilitated
by Paola Cheng who is a Spiritual Director, mental
health social worker and meditation teacher, this
is a day of prayer in the practice of Mindfulness
and Meditation. We invite you to bring an open
mind and heart to journey with others and within
oneself. Bookings via https://

www.heartoflife. melbourne/events /mindfulness-
meditation/? or email info@heartoflife.melbourne.
Cost: $60 (BYO Lunch)

@ Heart of Life ™
Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation 40

Rear 41 Stanhope Street, Malvern, Victoria 3144, Australia N "»;M‘q‘m
Tel: (03) 9890 1101 Email: info@heartoflifemelbourne Web: www.heartoflife.melbourne 1983 - 2023



Candlelight Vigil for Ukraine and world peace

Let’s redouble our prayers for a resolution for the
Ukraine conflict. The candlelight vigil returns this
Wednesday, being the first Wednesday of the
Month. Lets redouble our prayers for a resolution to
this conflict and peace in the world.

7 pm Mass

7.30pm Private prayer in front of the

Blessed Sacrament

7.45pm Rosary.
8.05pm Benediction.
8.15pm Finish.

s'v:
e CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE
A OF MELBOURNE

rent vacant roles listed on our Melbourne Catholic

Please see below an update to cur-

website.

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and
experienced people for the positions of:

Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne

. Archdiocesan Personal Assistant , Western
Region
. Executive Officer, East Melbourne

Parish Positions

o Parish Secretary — Holy Family Parish ,
Doveton

° Pastoral Worker - St Peter and Paul's Parish—
Doncaster East

° Parish Coordinator- St Jude’s Parish—
Scoresby

o Parish Secretary-Our Lady of Southern Cross
Parish, Clifton Hill

Other Positions
. Assistant Coordinator, Malvern
. College Registrar, CTC, East Melbourne

o Engagement and Projects Lead, Melbourne
3000

Further details of the above positions can be found
on the Archdiocese website at: https://
melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Should you have any further questions please do
not hesitate to contact Human Resources at hrad-
min@cam.org.au

The word youth day
August 01—06 Lisbon 2023

Visit the link

https://www.lisboa2023.org/en/article /pope-hopes-that
-wyd-will-be-a-seed-for-the-future

31 Jul - 8 Aug 2023 Lisbon, Portugal
4 & b~ O
e W B

18 - 35 Age Group
More Information:
www.elphindiocese.ie/wyd2023
youth@elphindiocese.ie

Discovering a deeper relationship with the Holy
Spirit

Come and join us on an unforgettable journey
around the world

and into the very heart of God; in this profession-
ally filmed series

Where: St John the Baptist Parish Hall 19 Forest
Road FTG

When: Tuesday Mornings from 10.30am —
12.00pm.

Beginning from 1st August 2023 for 4 weeks
until 222d August

Stay for a Shared lunch and Fellowship after-
wards.
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