
 

 

 

 
 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

  

Gospel Acclamation        Matthew 17:5 

Alleluia, alleluia!  This is my Son, my beloved, in 

whom is all my delight:  Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mat-

thew   Matthew 17:1-9 

 

His face was shining like the sun. 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his broth-

er John and led them up a high mountain where 

they could be alone. There in their presence he was 

transfigured: his face shone like the sun and his 

clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly Mo-

ses and Elijah appeared to them; they were talking 

with him. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said 

‘it is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish, I will 

make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses 

and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking when sud-

denly a bright cloud covered them with shadow, and 

from the cloud there came a voice which said, ‘This 

is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen 

to him.’ When they heard this, the disciples fell on 

their faces, overcome with fear. But Jesus came up 

and touched them. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘do not be 

afraid.’ And when they raised their eyes they saw no 

one but only Jesus. 

As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave 

them this order, ‘Tell no one about the vision until 

the Son of Man has risen from the dead.’ 

                                        The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon              Cf 1 John 3:2 

When Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we 

shall see him as he is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week’s readings   

First Reading:            1 Kings 19:9.11-13 

Responsorial Psalm:             Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8  

Second Reading:            Romans 9:1-5   

Gospel:           Matthew 14:22-33  

Entrance Antiphon            Cf Matthew 17:5 

In a resplendent cloud the Holy Spirit appeared. The 

Father's voice was heard: This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased. Listen to him. 

 

A reading from the book of Daniel  

              Daniel 7:9-10. 13-14 

His raiment was as white as snow.  

As I watched: Thrones were set in place and one of 

great age took his seat. His robe was white as snow, 

the hair of his head as pure as wool. His throne was a 

blaze of flames, its wheels were a burning fire. A 

stream of fire poured out, issuing from his presence. A 

thousand thousand waited on him, ten thousand 

times ten thousand stood before him. A court was 

held and the books were opened. I gazed into the vi-

sions of the night. And I saw, coming on the clouds of 

heaven, one like a son. of man. He came to the one of 

great age and was led into his presence. On him was 

conferred sovereignty, glory and kingship, and men of 

all peoples, nations and languages became his serv-

ants. His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty which 

shall never pass away, nor will his empire ever be de-

stroyed. 

              The word of  the Lord. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm       

    Ps 96:1-2. 5-6. 9. R. vv.1. 9. 

 
The Lord is king, the most high over all the earth. 

 

 

 

A reading from the second letter of St Peter
     2 Peter 1:16-19 

 

We heard this voice from out of heaven. 

 

It was not any cleverly invented myths that we were 

repeating when we brought you the knowledge of the 
power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; we 

had seen his majesty for ourselves. He was honoured 

and glorified by God the Father, when the Sublime 

Glory itself spoke to him and said, ‘This is my Son, the 

Beloved; he enjoys my favour.’ We heard this our-
selves, spoken from heaven, when we were with him 

on the holy mountain. 

So we have confirmation of what was said in prophe-

cies; and you will be right to depend on prophecy and 

take it as a lamp for lighting a way through the dark 

until the dawn comes and the morning star rises in 
your minds. 

 

              The word of  the Lord. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cmtw#mtw017
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ckg1#kg1019
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom009
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw014
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

The Catholic Church in the       
Dandenong Ranges  

P.O. Box 100, Belgrave, Victoria  3160  

Phone: 97542141     

Office Hours:  9.30am—2pm Tuesday to Friday 

Internet:  pol.org.au/belgrave  

Our Parish Vision 

Statement: 

We are called to be a 

welcoming, 

compassionate 

community, empowered 

for our faith journey for 

active service…... 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD  -   5th/6th August, 2023 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

In the midst of Ordinary Time we are invited to behold the transfiguration of 

Christ. By some horrible coincidence, we recall Christ's brilliance on the day 

that the world marks another cosmic event, its birth into the atomic age at 

Hiroshima. The paradox of these events should not be lost on us. The white 

light that shone from Christ was a mere suggestion of the divine splendour that is beyond human comprehen-

sion; the flashing light from the atomic explosion was an omen of the destructive force that is within human 

grasp. It is imperative that the horror of the latter be brought under the control of the glory of the former. 

The transfiguration was a moment in time when Jesus' divine glory broke through his humanity and shone 

with a brilliance that was blinding. We sing of this glory time and again in the psalms. Yet when it really ap-

pears we can hardly believe it ourselves. The readings outline three different moments when this glory was re-

vealed. The first was reported by the visionary in the book of Daniel. The second moment was the scene of the 

transfiguration. The third is hidden in the resurrection testimony of the author of the Letter of Peter. 

We are the ones who today possess the prophetic message; we are the present day eyewitnesses of Christ's maj-

esty. We too have moments when we might behold his glory and hear the voice proclaiming his identity, but we 

need eyes of faith and ears that are open. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2023Aug06/0/RefDiBer 
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The Parish of St Thomas More and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of  chil-
dren, young people and vulnerable people in 
our community. May our message be that 
child  protection and the dignity of every             
person is the responsibility of every adult. 
You can find out more about the Church’s 
work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/
responseandprevention 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFETY PARISH 

AND WE BELIEVE IN CHILD SAFETY. 

The Pope's Monthly Intentions for 2023 —  Month of  August 

August  -   For World Youth Day   -  We pray the World Youth Day in Lisbon will help young people to live and witness 

the Gospel in their own lives.  

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/popes-monthly-intentions-2023 

mailto:principal@smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/popes-monthly-intentions-2023


 

 

    

REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS: 

Recent deaths:   

Many people across the world who have died due to 

natural calamities ( Turkey and Syria) and ongoing 

War in Ukraine. May their souls rest in peace.  

Anniversaries:   

Pham Xuân Truong , Michael Gatehouse, Valmai 

Spring, Nick Spykers, Mary Comer, Bartoli Pepi, Con-

nie Pepi, Joan McCart.  

 

Prayers for the Sick:   We pray for all who are ill, but 
especially the following people:  Stephen Billington,  

Anne Radocaj, Simon Kuyper John Barber, Dimuthu, 

Glen Butler, Juhyeon Kim, Peter Hicks, Margaret 

Campion,  Cameron DiCasio, Jack Weir, Ewa Wallis, 

Jane Schellenbach, Deanne Atkinson, Damien Van der 

Linden, Margaret Gilhooly, Daniel, Mason, Hero, Helen 
Smith, Irene, Debbie Owens, Don Kempster, Pat 

McCarrick, Justin,  Tom Fergus, Josie Walsh,  B. 

O’Connor, Maureen  Lyons,  Ingyin Collins, David 

Bourke, Eileen Banyard, Brendan, Martin Fergus, 

Margaret, Maureen, Patricia Gilchrist, Stephen Mc., 
Cheryl McInnes, Kate Arnott, Julian Neesham, Fa Peri-

sipi, John Reid, Dieter Farmer, Margaret Sheanon, Di-

anne Zidek, Mark Pickthall, Terry Schubert, Neil 

Weatherill, Margaret Herbert, Rob Zwagerman,  Josh-

ua McQuade,  Lanie Brereton, Sandra Dowling, Fran-

cesca, Neil Holland, Maureen Hughes, Marilyn Ward, 
Isabelle Henry, Phillis Willoughby. 

• Sick List: If you are aware that any names on 

the sick list need to be removed, please con-

tact the Parish Office on 97542141.  

changed by a brilliant white light which shone from 

him and from his clothing. 

During this event, the Old Testament figures of Mo-

ses and the prophet Elijah also appeared, and spoke 

of how Christ would suffer and die after entering 

Jerusalem, before his resurrection. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record that the voice of 

God was heard, confirming Jesus as his son 

(Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:6, Luke 9:35). Peter and 

John make specific reference to the event in their 

writings, as confirming Jesus' divinity and his sta-

tus as the Messiah (2 Peter 1:17, John 1:14). 

In his address before the Angelus on August 6, 

2006, Pope Benedict XVI described how the events 

of the transfiguration display Christ as the “full 

manifestation of God's light.” 

This light, which shines forth from Christ both at 

the transfiguration and after his resurrection, is ul-

timately triumphant over “the power of the darkness 

of evil.” 

The Pope stressed that the feast of the Transfigura-

tion is an important opportunity for believers to look 

to Christ as “the light of the world,” and to experi-

ence the kind of conversion which the Bible fre-

quently describes as an emergence from darkness to 

light. 

“In our time too,” Pope Benedict said, “we urgently 

need to emerge from the darkness of evil, to experi-

ence the joy of the children of light!” 

For Eastern Catholics, the Feast of the Transfigura-

tion is especially significant. It is among the 12 

“great feasts” of Eastern Catholicism. 

Eastern Christianity emphasizes that Christ's trans-

figuration is the prototype of spiritual illumination, 

which is possible for the committed disciple of Je-

sus. This Christian form of “enlightenment” is  facili-

tated by the ascetic disciplines of prayer, fasting, 

and charitable almsgiving. 

A revered hierarch of the Melkite Greek Catholic 

Church, the late Archbishop Joseph Raya, described 

this traditional Byzantine view of the transfiguration 

in his book of meditations on the Biblical event and 

its liturgical celebration, titled “Transfiguration of 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

“Transfiguration,” Archbishop Raya wrote, “is not 

simply an event out of the two-thousand-year old 

past, or a future yet to come. It is rather a reality of 

the present, a way of life available to those who seek 

and accept Christ’s nearness.” 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/the

-transfiguration-555 

The Transfiguration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both Roman and Eastern rite Catholics celebrate 

the Church's feast of the Transfiguration today, Au-

gust 6, on its traditional date for both calendars.  

 

The feast commemorates one of the pinnacles of Je-

sus' earthly life, when he revealed his divinity to 

three of his closest disciples by means of a miracu-

lous and supernatural light. 

Before his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Christ 

climbed to a high point on Mount Tabor with his 

disciples Peter, James, and John. While Jesus 

prayed upon the mountain, his appearance was  



 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word youth day  

August 01—06 Lisbon 2023 

Visit the link  

https://www.lisboa2023.org/en/article/pope-hopes-that

-wyd-will-be-a-seed-for-the-future 

CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal 

Next weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday 

Appeal. As our parish community’s social service 

agency, CatholicCare Victoria delivers programs and 

services to support families, children, young people 

and individuals to help everyone reach their full po-

tential. The services include counselling and mental 

health services, specialised  support for children 

and teens, refugee and asylum seeker help, pastoral 

care in hospitals and prisons, support for  separat-

ing families, social housing and homelessness sup-

port. Donations from our parish community help 

CatholicCare Victoria support the most vulnerable 

individuals and families in our community and em-

power  everyone to live life to the full. Please donate 

to the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday  

Appeal. Your support and generosity will help pro-

vide caring  and compassionate support for strug-

gling individuals and families in our community. 

You can donate using the appeal envelope available 

in our parish or donate online at 

www.catholiccarevic.org.au  

or call (03) 9287 5513. 

 
The  Gospel & reflection 

https://www.google.com/url?

sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://

www.dow.org.au/welcome-to-faith-circles-2023-year-a/

&ved=2ahUKEwjIoajFlL-

AAxWJSWwGHTzJCNYQFnoE-

CA4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw3GKXmAvPBXo4rqN8l6aeoor  

St. Thomas more church “Silo Art” project  

Dear Parishioner, 

We have raised $10,000. Special thanks to  our 

parishioners, friends, Neighbours and Kallista  

Buddhist community  who have contributed to this 

project.   

 

 

 

Josie Walsh 

Mindfulness & Meditation – Saturday, 28 August 2023, 

10 am – 3.30 pm  (in-person)   

When we are present to the ‘now’, centredness and re-

laxation become a natural part of life, and we know how 

to act from a heart of love. Facilitated by Paola Cheng 

who is a Spiritual Director, mental health social worker 

and meditation teacher, this is a day of prayer in the 

practice of Mindfulness and Meditation. We invite you to 

bring an open mind and heart to journey with others 

and within oneself. Bookings via https://

www.heartoflife.melbourne/events/mindfulness-

meditation/? or email info@heartoflife.melbourne. Cost: 

$60 (BYO Lunch) 

 

 

Please see below an update to current vacant roles 

listed on our Melbourne Catholic website. 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and 

experienced people for the positions of: 

Further details of the above positions can be found 

on the Archdiocese website at: https://

melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 

Should you have any further questions please do 

not hesitate to contact Human Resources at hrad-

min@cam.org.au 

https://www.lisboa2023.org/en/article/pope-hopes-that-wyd-will-be-a-seed-for-the-future
https://www.lisboa2023.org/en/article/pope-hopes-that-wyd-will-be-a-seed-for-the-future
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26source%3Dweb%26rct%3Dj%26opi%3D89978449%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.org.au%2Fwelcome-to-faith-circles-2023-year-a%2F%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjIoajFlL-AAxWJSWwGHTzJCNYQF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26source%3Dweb%26rct%3Dj%26opi%3D89978449%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.org.au%2Fwelcome-to-faith-circles-2023-year-a%2F%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjIoajFlL-AAxWJSWwGHTzJCNYQF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26source%3Dweb%26rct%3Dj%26opi%3D89978449%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.org.au%2Fwelcome-to-faith-circles-2023-year-a%2F%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjIoajFlL-AAxWJSWwGHTzJCNYQF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26source%3Dweb%26rct%3Dj%26opi%3D89978449%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.org.au%2Fwelcome-to-faith-circles-2023-year-a%2F%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjIoajFlL-AAxWJSWwGHTzJCNYQF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26source%3Dweb%26rct%3Dj%26opi%3D89978449%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.org.au%2Fwelcome-to-faith-circles-2023-year-a%2F%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjIoajFlL-AAxWJSWwGHTzJCNYQF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26source%3Dweb%26rct%3Dj%26opi%3D89978449%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.org.au%2Fwelcome-to-faith-circles-2023-year-a%2F%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjIoajFlL-AAxWJSWwGHTzJCNYQF
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
mailto:hradmin@cam.org.au
mailto:hradmin@cam.org.au

