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Serve the Lord with Joy

15t Reading - Baruch 5:1-9
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak
of the integrity of God around you, put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your head: since God means to
show your splendour to every nation under heaven, since the name God gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace through
integrity, and honour through devotedness’. Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east:
see your sons reassembled from west and east at the command of the Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered
them. Though they left you on foot, with enemies for an escort, now God brings them back to you like royal princes
carried back in glory. For God has decreed the flattening of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling
of the valleys to make the ground level so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God. And the forests and
every fragrant tree will provide shade for Israel at the command of God; for God will guide Israel in joy by the light
of his glory with his mercy and integrity for escort.

Serve the Lord with Joy
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2rnd Reading - Philippians 1:3-6. 8-11
Every time I pray for all of you, [ pray with joy, remembering how you have helped to spread the Good News from
the day you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain that the One who began this good work in you
will see that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I miss you all, loving you as
Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that your love for each other may increase more and more and never stop
improving your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can always recognise what is best. This will
help you to become pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you will reach the perfect
goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the glory and praise of God.

NOTICE FOR HALL USERS

We request that those (groups) who use the hall on a
regular basis, kindly send us your booking dates for
2019. This is to ensure we do not overlap with other
bookings. Otherwise, we may not be able to guarantee
the hall for you.

Please email the Parish Office at
scoresby@cam.org.au by 28t of December.

Gospel - Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the
pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went
through the whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written
in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: A voice cries in the wilderness; Prepare a way for the Lord, make
his paths straight. Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will be
straightened and rough roads made smooth. And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSS
The advent of God’s coming with its promise of fulfilment happens within world history. The
first reading locates God’s act of restoration in the city of Jerusalem. The gospel situates the
ministry of John within a particular period of world history. They point us to historical
experience as the place and the time of restoration, of incarnation, of redemption. They show us
that God works within everyday life, in conventional places, during regular time. In fact, from a
human point of view, the extraordinary events of salvation took place within what was quite
ordinary.

John proclaims the kind of transformation that results in a change of heart. Reversals
characterise such transformation: the robe of mourning is replaced by the splendour of glory;
tears are turned into rejoicing; those led away by enemies are brought back by God; valleys are
filled, mountains are levelled, winding roads are made straight; even nature offers itself as
shelter for the people of God. Those who are shamed and discarded are made glorious; those
who suffer are comforted; the oppressed are freed; all of life’s obstacles are removed; the way to
God is made straight; the natural world enjoys peace and harmony.

The transformation or repentance of heart takes place within human life, within relationships of
justice between people and with the earth, in right living, in genuine unselfish love. It produces
the fruits of righteousness of which Paul speaks. Advent is the time to prepare ourselves for this.

MUSICIAN & SINGERS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

Be part of the Parish Community to celebrate this
Mass at 9:30pm on 24t of December.

If you can play any instrument or sing and love to be
involved in this celebration, please contact Rachel
David on 0418 258 424.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT - EVERGREENS LUNCH

Thank you to all who attended the annual
Evergreens Christmas lunch on Tuesday - this is
truly one of the loveliest events that has been a
tradition at St Jude's for many years. It gives
parishioners a chance to reconnect with those,
who due to a variety of reasons, they may not have
seen through the year.

A highlight was the Christmas Carols sung by St
Jude's Grade 5/6 students. One of the students was
heard to comment afterwards that "they felt warm
in their heart for being able to put a smile on
someone’s face at Christmas time" - the Spirit of
Christmas is surely alive and well at St Jude's.
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VINNIES CHRISTMAS

Gift Tags will be on the tree this weekend. If you wish

to donate please consider a Gift Card/Voucher this

Christmas.

We wish to encourage our friends in need to purchase

their own Gifts. This will enhance self esteem and

promote decision making.

Gift cards can be Target, Kmart, Coles Myer,

Woolworths, Westfield or even Village Theatres or | B

Hi Fi. Toys for young children can still be donated.

There is no set amount. It is what you feel comfortable

with and can afford.

Cards can be placed in the box provided or in the

baskets. All Gift cards and gifts need to be left no later

than weekend 15t%/16th December to enable deliveries

to be completed.

If you have any enquiries please feel free to call

Carmel 0400 485 874.

Sincere Thanks,

Vinnies Committee,

Scoresby Conference

(é/ Y RECENTLY DESCESED
i
X Martinus (Martin) Boek - passed
away on 29t Nov. Funeral was last
TR Thursday

CAROLS IN THE HALL

There will be Carols by ‘Mistic band’ in the hall after the
6:30pm Mass on Saturday, 22n December. BYO food.
ALL WELCOME.

CHANGE IN MASS TIMINGS

Please note: from 2019 the weekend evening Mass
timings will change from 6.30pm to 6.00pm.

LOURDES DAY MASS
All Parishioners are cordially invited to the 2018
Lourdes Day Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral at 10.30am
on Saturday 1 December.
This is an occasion to come together in prayer with
those who are sick, infirm or elderly, and their carers.
As many are unlikely to ever visit Lourdes, it’s like
Lourdes coming to them.
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