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Jesus opens our eyes to the reality of God's presence in our midst, in the 

goodness of people and in the tenderness of life, even in its vulnerability. 

He opens our ears to hear the word of God spoken to us by others,          

revealed to us through the created world. 

There is an eschatological dimension to being open to the word of God, 

because we are opened to hear something from the future. The prophets 

always speak about this future in the present tense. They see it happening 

already. Isaiah proclaims, ‘Here is your God!’ and the world is                   

transformed. Jesus says ‘Be open.’ The good news always opens us to future possibilities, to                 

personal and communal transformation, to a new creation. With the word of God, the future 

invades our present. 

Although the eschatological future is already present to us, it is only unfolding, it has not yet 

opened completely. We still judge each other by appearances. We still miss the presence of God 

in the poor and the dispossessed, in those who suffer from disease or war or loneliness. We still 

shun those of another race, or those who have been shaped by another culture, or those who 

worship God in a different way. Although the eschatological future is already present, we have 

not yet put aside all of the biases of the past, we have not yet been fully transformed. But God 

has spoken, God has come to save us. God is trustworthy; God keeps faith forever. 
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Please refer to the following Archdiocesan guidelines and resources for the COVID-19 pandemic:  

https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19 

Fathers are not born but made.  

A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the 

world, but by caring for that child.  

Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of  another,  

in some way he becomes a father to that person.  

Pope Francis 

https://melbournecatholic.org/covid-19-guidelines


SEPTEMBER: Our Lady of Sorrows 

6th St Eleutherius, 7th St Cloud, 8th The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, 9th St Omer, St Peter Clavier,  

10th St Nicholas of Tolentino, 11th St Paphnutius, 12th St Guy of Anderlecht 

SAFETY OF CHILDREN AND ALL VULNERABLE PEOPLE  

St Finbar’s Parish hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and all vulnerable people 
as a central and fundamental responsibility for our community.  

Prayer for a New Normal 

The World as we knew it is gone, and for what feels like such a long time we have experienced so 

much hardship during this Pandemic.  As we prepare to walk into the future we pray for the "new 

normal" to come.  May our hearts be unified in You more than ever.  May the tender moments of 

seeing someone again in person be all the more rich and treasured.  May the reunions,                                   

interactions, and moments ahead be held in such intentionality and may we turn to You in sincere 

gratitude.  Help us to come out of this Pandemic better, not bitter.  Help us to become more                      

considerate of others, more mindful of how we can help one another, and how we can serve You 

and Your children well.  We thank You that no matter how dark the night may get, there is the 

hope of the dawn to come. 

A young woman brings home her fiancée to meet her parents. After dinner, her mother tells her    
father to find out about the young man. The father invites the fiancée to his study for a drink.  

"So what are your plans?" the father asks the young man.  

"I am a Bible scholar," he replies.  

"A Bible scholar. Hmmm," the father says. "Admirable, but what will you do to provide a nice house 
for my daughter to live in, as she's accustomed to?"  

"I will study," the young man replies, "and God will provide for us."  

"And how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring, such as she deserves?" asks the father.  

"I will concentrate on my studies," the young man replies, "God will provide for us."  

"And children?" asks the father. "How will you support children?"  

"Don't worry, sir, God will provide," replies the fiancée.  

The conversation proceeds like this, and each time the father questions, the young idealist insists 
that God will provide.  

Later, the mother asks, "How did it go, Honey?"  

The father answers, "He has no job and no plans, but the good news is he thinks I'm God."  
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Fathers’s Day Prayer 
God, bless all the fathers in the world. 

Guide them to be good role models and loving to their children. 

Help them to be a father like You are. 

Give them grace and patience  

to handle situations in a loving way. 

Amen. 
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http://www.jesuitresource.org/


COVID REMINDERS 

CHURCH IS CURRENTLY CLOSED DUE TO OUR 

STATE’S LOCKDOWN RESTRICTIONS. 

FUNERALS ARE PERMITTED WITH 10 PERSONS AND 

OTHER CONDITIONS APPLY. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM IS ON HOLD. 


