PALM SUNDAY OF THE PAsSION OF THE Lorp / A

FIRST READING Isa 50:4-7

A reading from the prophet
Isaiah

I did not cover my face against
insult and I know T will not be
ashamed.

TheLordhasgivenmeadisciple’s
tongue. So that 1 may  know
how to reply to the weancd, he
provides me with speech. Each
morning he wakes me to hear,
to listen like a disciple. The Lord
has opened my car. For my part,
I made no resistance, neither did
[ turn away. 1 offered my back
to those who struck me, my
cheeks to those who tore at my
beard; 1 did not cover my face
against insult and bpltt[e. The
Lord comes to my help, so that
[ am untouched by the insults.
S0, too, I set my face like flint;
[ know I shall not be shamed.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24, R. v. 2
R. My God, my God, why
have you abandoned me?

. All who see me deride me. /

ThLV curl their lips, they toss
their heads. / ‘He trusted in
the Lord, let him save him: /
let him release him if this is his
friend.” R.
2. Many dogs have surrounded
me, / a band of the wicked beset
me. / They tear holes in my
hands and my feet, /I can count
every one of my bones. R.

3. They divide my clothing
among them. / Th(,v cast lots
for my robe. / O Lord, do not
leave me alone, / my stnength
make haste to help me! R.

4. Twill tell of your name to my
brethren / and praise you where
they are assembled. /“You who
fear the Lord give him praise; /

all sons of Jacob, give him

glory. / Revere him, Israel’s
sons.” R.
SECOND READING Phil 2:6-11

A reading from the letter of
St Paul to the Philippians
He humbled himself to become like
us and God raised him on high.
His state was divine, vet Christ
Jesus did not cling to his ec quality
with God but emptied hlmself
to assume the condition of
slave, and became as men are;
and being as all men are, he was
humbler yet, even to accepting
death, death on a cross. But
God raised him high and gave
him the name which is above all
other names so that all beings
in the heavens, on earth and in
the underworld, should bend
the knee at the name of Jesus
and that every tongue should
acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to
the glory of God the Father,
The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Phil 2:8-9
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory! /
Christ became obedient for us
even to death, / dying on the
cross. / Therefore God raised
him on high / and gave him a
name above all other names. /
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!

GOSPEL Mt 27:11-54
P. The passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Matthew
(N. Narrator J. Jesus  O. Other
single speaker C. Crowd, or more
than one other speaker)

N. Jesus, then, was brought
before the governor, and
the governor put to him this
question:
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O. Are you the king of the Jews?

N. Jesus replied:

J. Itis you who say it.

N. But when he was accused
by the chief priests and the
elders he refused to answer
at all. Pilate then said to
him:

O. Do you not hear how many
charges they have brought
against you?

N.But to the governor’s
complete amazement, he
offered no reply to any of
the charges.

At festival time it was
the governor’s practice to
release a prisoner for the
people, anyone they chose.
Now there was at that time
a notorious prisoner whose
name was Barabbas. So
when the crowd gathered,
Pilate said to them,

O. Which do you want me to
release for you: Barabbas or
Jesus who is called Christ?

N. For Pilate knew it was out
of jealousy that they had
handed him over. Now as
he was seated in the chair of
judgement, his wife sent him
a message,

O. Have nothing to do with that
man; I have been upset all
day by a dream I had about
him.

N.The chief priests and
the elders, however, had
persuaded the crowd to
demand the release of
Barabbas and the execution
of Jesus. So when the
governor spoke and asked
them:

O. Which of the two do you
want me to release for you?

N. They said:



