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8TH /9TH APRIL, EASTER SUNDAY, YEAR A

PARISH PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have
received from the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish and
maintain our parish heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who welcome the
stranger, the needy, the sick and the lonely. Like St John, our patron saint, may we
be people who love others, as your Son Jesus, asked us to do. We make this prayer,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dear Friends,

We are told at the beginning of today’ Easter Sunday Gospel: ‘It was very early on
the first day of the week and “still dark.”” So, we will talk about “the darkness” here,
because it can be said that Easter began in the dark and began in the tomb.

But the Easter story has its finest expression in the new life in Christ, when St John
says in another place in his first letter: “The night is over and the real light is already
shining. Anyone who claims to be the light but hates his brother is still in the dark.”

The Easter we celebrate is an invitation out of darkness into the light of the Risen
Christ. In that light we see Him and recognize each other as brother and sister in the
Lord. It is that light which enables us to tell that night has ended and day is on its
way back.

In the Gospel story today, when Peter and the beloved disciple hear Mary
Magdalene’s story they immediately start running for the tomb, and we have a
marvellous action picture of the ‘Easter jog’! The beloved disciple runs faster than
Peter, reaches the tomb first, looks in to see the cloths laying on the ground then
waits for Peter. Peter goes in and sees the cloths. The climax of the story is when
the beloved disciple goes in and sees the same evidence: in contrast to Peter, he
believes. He sees more than discarded cloths-he sees with the eyes of faith what
this means. His is a love that sees through the dark.

One of the marks of John’s Gospel is the special love between Jesus and one of the
disciples. The beloved disciple is presented as the ideal follower of Jesus, the one
who is closest to him at the Last Supper, and the one who stands at the foot of the
cross when he dies. Now in running to the tomb on Easter morning, the urgency of
his love gets him there first, and the sensitivity of his love makes him the first to
believe. Later when Jesus stands unrecognized on the shore of Lake Tiberias, it is
the beloved disciple who informs Peter: “It is the Lord.” His is a love that gets him
there first.

How about us? As we are celebrating the Paschal Mystery- the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us look to the quality of our own seeing
and hope, so that when the time comes we too will have the love to enable us to
see through the dark. May we also be like the beloved disciple to have that love for
Jesus and that eye of faith. In celebrating Easter we rejoice in the light that darkness
cannot overpower; we celebrate that God raised Jesus from the dead and that God
extends that homecoming to all of us; we praise God for the faith that challenges us
always to see more in others, because of our love for our God.

May the peace of the Risen Lord be with you all.
Fr Vinh Nguyen - Parish Priest

CHILD SAFETY: St John’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children, young people and vulnerable
adults. Children are to be supervised by a parent/quardian at all times in the church and when leaving the church for any reason.




ENTRANCE: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our Triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

| have risen, and | am with you still, alleluia.
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia.
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge,
alleluia, alleluia.

CONFITEOR
| confess to almighty God and to you,

my brothers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what | have done and in what | have failed to do,

(And, striking their breast, they say:)

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

(Then they continue:)

therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints, and you,

my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen

FIRST READING

Acts of the Apostles 10:34,37-43

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:
‘You must have heard about the recent happenings

in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began
in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism.
God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and because God was with him, Jesus went
about doing good and curing all who had fallen into
the power of the devil. Now [, and those with me, can
witness to everything he did throughout the
countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also
to the fact that they killed him by hanging him on a
tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him to life
and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole people
but only by certain witnesses God had chosen
beforehand. Now we are those witnesses — we have
eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from
the dead — and he has ordered us to proclaim this to
his people and to tell them that God has appointed
him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that
all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe
in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his
name.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23

Response: This is the day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,

for his love has no end.

Let the sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.’ R./

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;

his right hand raised me up.

| shall not die, | shall live

and recount his deeds. R./

The stone which the builders rejected

has become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes. R./

SECOND READING Colossians 3:1-4

Since you have been brought back to true life
with Christ, you must look for the things that are in
heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand.
Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the
things that are on the earth, because you have died,
and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God.
But when Christ is revealed — and he is your life — you
too will be revealed in all your glory with him.

SEQUENCE

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer

sacrifice and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;

and Christ, the undefiled,

hath sinners to his Father reconciled.

Death with life contended: combat strangely ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.

Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way.
The tomb the Living did enclose;

| saw Christ’s glory as he rose!



The angels there attesting;

shroud with grave-clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into
Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluial

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; let us feast
with joy in the Lord.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 20:1-9

It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark,
when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the
stone had been moved away from the tomb and came
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she
said ‘and we don’t know where they have put him.’

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb.
They ran together, but the other disciple, running faster
than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw
the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in.
Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right
into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and also
the cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the
linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other
disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he
saw and he believed. Till this moment they had failed to
understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise
from the dead.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

At the words that follow, up to and including the
Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty;

from there he will come to judge the

living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess you
Resurrection until you come again.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia;
therefore let us keep the feast

with the unleavened bread

of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia.

COMMUNION HYMN: EASTER GLORY FILLS THE SKY

Easter glory fills the sky; alleluia;

Christ now lives, no more to die; alleluia;
Darkness has been put to flight, alleluia;
By the living Lord of light, alleluia!

See, the stone is rolled away, alleluia;

From the tomb where, once he lay; alleluia;
He has risen as he said alleluia;

Glorious first born of the dead, alleluia!

Mary Mother, greet your Son, alleluia;
Radiant from his triumph won; alleluia;
By his cross you shared his pain, alleluia;
So forever share his reign, alleluia!

RECESSIONAL : MY LORD HE DIED FOR A KINGDOM

My Lord, He died for a Kingdom
To redeem the hearts of men.
Now my people don’t you weep,
He has risen from His sleep.

He lives again, alleluia.

Refrain:

Sing alleluia! The Lord is risen,
He is risen indeed, alleluia!

My Lord came forth like the morning
With the splendour of the sun,
Came triumphant from the womb,
From the darkness of the tomb,

The victory won, alleluia. Ref.

My Lord united our mountains
With the everlasting hills.

Now the seasons and the sea
Sing his song of victory,

The rocks and rills, alleluia. Ref.

My Lord renewed all creation
That had waited late and long.
Now we all with one accord,
Live and love the risen Lord.

This is our song, alleluia, Ref.
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Harpry EASTER!
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8 /9 April Sat 7:30pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm
Reader 1 Marguerite Ryan John McGrath Elizabeth Williamson NO MASS
Reader 2 Kevin Andrews Peter Penson - -
Reader 3 Margaret Andrews - - -
15/16 April Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm
Reader Peter Penson Claire Newsome Peter Greenham Mary Kotefski
Communion Michelle Penson Margaret Bradley TBA TBA

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDED 2ND APRIL 2023

ST JOHN's PRESBYTERY CHEQUE- BSB 083-347 A/c 659225267 I ST JOHN's CATHOLIC CHURCH - BSB 083-347 A/c 658806318

Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct

Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct

148.90 2,097.55 112.50

606.15 800.00 1852.50

First Collection is for the support of our Parish Priest, Assistant Priest, the Archbishop, the sick and retired priests and
priests in less fortunate areas around our Archdiocese of Melbourne (it is taken up after the prayers of the faithful).
Second Collection is for the support of our parish, its welfare and maintenance (it is taken up after Communion).

INVITATION: Parishioners are invited to the Parish hall
after the Easter Vigil Mass on Saturday 8th of April
for drinks and refreshments to celebrate Easter.

STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES: The next instalment is ready
to be picked up from the porch of the church. The
envelopes are in alphabetical order. Thank you for
your generosity.

THANK YOU everyone who was involved in any of
our Easter liturgies in any way. Hours of thought and
preparation went into making the celebrations
worthy of The One whom we celebrated. There
were many who led us in reading, singing and
ministering to us in various ways, and to those who
prepared the environment of the Church. It is
greatly appreciated!

PROJECT COMPASSION: THANK YOU for supporting
Project Compassion 2023. If you still have your
Project Compassion box or envelopes at home,
please bring them back next week. It can be placed
in the collection plate or return them to the sacristy
or the parish office.

GEMS: The GEMS will take a break for a few weeks
and meet again on Tuesday May 2nd.

WORLD YOUTH DAY FUNDRAISER: Learn the lost art of
using gold leaf in one lesson! For adults or children.
No artistic experience necessary. Thursday 13th
April 10:30am or 7pm in the Francis Xavier Room
S20 per person, $30 per couple, $35 for family
group 3 or more. To book, please contact
Bernadette Thorley on 0408038561.

EASTER 2023: ‘RECOGNISED, HEALED AND SENT’

Friends,

Three things flow from the resurrection of Jesus Christ; three
things that matter. In his resurrection, Jesus recognises us
personally; he invites us to peace; and he sends us out.

The very first word Jesus spoke following his resurrection
was a name: Mary. He saw his friend, and although she
could not yet recognise him, he called her by name.

Similarly, Jesus personally recognised his friends, to whom
he appeared. There was something intimate, and tender,
and hospitable about the risen Lord. He draws us into his
own resurrected life.

Jesus, in his resurrection, also offered an invitation to peace.
‘Peace be with you’ was his first—and repeated—
declaration. It was an invitation to a share in his forgiveness,
and to be healed. Jesus reconciled all creation to himself on
the cross; now, he offers us a share in his healing peace.
Finally, through his resurrection, Jesus sends forth his
friends. Jesus charged his followers to share the Good News
of redemption, and our life in his.

Mary: Go and tell the others.

Peter: Go and feed my sheep.

Friends: Go and make disciples.

Jesus gave out this task so that the gift of his death and
resurrection would not be only for the few.

These same three things from Jesus’ resurrection—his
recognising, his inviting, his sending—all belong to us now;
they are ours to share in.

The risen Jesus recognises each of us personally by name.
The risen Jesus invites each of us to share in his healing gift
of peace. The risen Jesus sends each of us out in his name,
with the gift of life.

He says to us, ‘Follow me,’ that we might live each day
illumined by his resurrection, as the reason for our hope.

So, may our lives be filled with the energy, joy and
youthfulness of the risen Jesus, knowing that, in him, | am
recognised, | am healed, and | am sent.

Happy Easter to you.

Archbishop Peter A Comensoli

ANNIVERSARY: Maxwell Ingram.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

THE Sick: Aileen Powell, Sue Lew-Kee, Lou Farinotti, Val Wallis, Natalie Richardson, David Morck, Cath Kemp,
Margaret Frigo, Sonia Robinson, Paula Staples, Marie Hankin, Joan O’Donoghue.

Please submit any items for the newsletter, including sick, recently deceased and anniversaries, by Thursday morning latest. Thank you

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses,
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981,
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.




