
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC 

PARISH 

52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung 
people in the Kulin Nation. 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity of children and young 
people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish. 

Parish Priest Fr Vinh Nguyen  
Assistant Priest: Fr John Pereira 

St John’s Parish office:  

52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
Phone: 94571066 & 70643906 
Email: heidelberg@cam.org.au 
Website: pol.org.au/heidelberg 
Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 

Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 

Pastoral Associate: 
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553) 
Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 

Parish Office Hours: 
Tuesday to Friday   
9:30am to 2:30pm 

Mass Times:  
Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday: 
9:15am  
Weekend: Saturday Vigil 6pm 
  Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 5pm 
Adoration: After Friday morning 
Mass with Benediction. 
Exposition  
Wednesday 7.30pm 
Reconciliation (Confession):  
Friday 9.45am—10.15am (during 
Adoration)  
Sat 9:45 am & 5:30pm.—5.50p.m. 

Wedding, Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, 

 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 

St John’s Hall Hire: 
Contact parish office.  

Legion of Mary:  Meet every 
Wednesdays at 10.30am at parish 
house in the Francis Xavier Room.  
All Welcome. Fatima Statue  
Enquires, Contact Sue 0449260206 

St John’s Catholic  Primary 

Ms Alison Dean Principal 
55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 
t: 9459 2963;  

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have 

received from the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish and 
maintain our parish heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who welcome the 
stranger, the needy, the sick and the lonely. Like St John, our patron saint, may we 
be people who love others, as your Son Jesus, asked us to do. We make this prayer, 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Stars and Seekers after Truth 

Unlike the writers of the horoscope columns in our 
newspapers, these Wise Men were scholar astrologers, 
probably from Syria or Iraq. They believed that the stars 
controlled the destiny of human beings, but they were 
open enough to the Hebrew scriptures to be led to the 
amazing discovery of a star-child in Bethlehem. 

They knelt before this baby, doing homage, because 
they realised that the stars did not control this infant, but that there was 
something of this baby which caused the night sky to respond!  They 
preserved the child from the deadly schemes of Herod, and then they 
returned to their home country, ‘by a different way’. They were on a 
different journey after encountering the Child.  

Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the East to the 
manger? In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting 
each and every one to become seekers after Truth. 

As a person responds to this prompting and tries to lead a good humane 
life, then the Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can draw them into the 
saving life of God. We can take a moment to affirm our faith in the baby in 
the manger as the One of whom Dante spoke: ‘the Love which moves the 
sun and other stars’.  

Come, let us adore him. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

Church and Hall Renovations: It is hoped that a number of renovations to 
the church can be undertaken this January, including rebuilding the rear 
steps and the construction of a confessional to meet contemporary 
canonical and legal requirements. The works may require the closure of the 
church from time to time. The hall will also be closed for a period of time to 
allow necessary sanding and resealing of the floor. 

Choir’s January Break: We thank our choir for the time and talent they 
share with us faithfully every week. During January they are taking a well-
earned break. 



© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon 

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; 
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 

First Reading                                 Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night 
still covers the earth and darkness the peoples. 
Above you the Lord now rises and above you his 
glory appears. The nations come to your light and 
kings to your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes 
and look round: all are assembling and coming 
towards you, your sons from far away and your 
daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you 
will grow radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since 
the riches of the sea will flow to you; the wealth of 
the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover 
you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and 
incense and singing the praise of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm               Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13. 

Response: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

O God, give your judgement to the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement.    R./ 

In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds.   R./ 

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts  
shall pay him tribute. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba 
shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
all nations shall serve him.    R./ 

For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor.    R./ 
      

Second Reading                Ephesians  3:2-3. 5-6  

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted 
by God with the grace he meant for you, and that it 
was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of 
the mystery. This mystery that has now been 

revealed through the Spirit to his holy apostles and 
prophets was unknown to any men in past 
generations; it means that pagans now share the 
same inheritance, that they are parts of the same 
body, and that the same promise has been made to 
them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                       Matthew 2:1-12   

 After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in 
Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise 
men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the 
infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star 
as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ When 
King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was 
the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the 
chief priests and the scribes of the people, and 
enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is 
what the prophet wrote: 
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
you are by no means least among the leaders of 
Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will 
shepherd my people Israel.’ 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him 
privately. He asked them the exact date on which the 
star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. 
‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and 
when you have found him, let me know, so that I too 
may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what 
the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of 
them was the star they had seen rising; it went 
forward and halted over the place where the child 
was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and 
going into the house they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him 
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But 
they were warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, and returned to their own country by a 
different way. 

Communion Antiphon 

We have seen his star in the East, 
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

Please Remember in your prayers 
The Sick:  Bill Barnes, Kevin Andrews, Margaret Sinclair, Joan O’Donoghue, Samantha Byran, Frank 

 

Anniversary:  Franco Piermarini, Michael Lucy. 

Please submit any items for the newsletter, including sick, recently deceased and anniversaries, by Thursday morning latest. Thank you. 


