
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC 

PARISH 

52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung 
people in the Kulin Nation. 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity of children and young 
people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish. 

Parish Priest Fr Vinh Nguyen  
Assistant Priest: Fr John Pereira 

St John’s Parish office:  
52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
Phone: 94571066 & 70643906 
Email: heidelberg@cam.org.au 
Website: pol.org.au/heidelberg 
Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 

Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 

Pastoral Associate: 
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553) 
Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 

Parish Office Hours: 
Tuesday to Friday   
9:30am to 2:30pm 

Mass Times:  
Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday: 
9:15am  
Weekend: Saturday Vigil 6pm 
  Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 5pm 
Adoration: After Friday morning 
Mass with Benediction. 
Exposition  
Wednesday 7.30pm 
Reconciliation (Confession):  
Friday 9.45am—10.15am (during 
Adoration)  
Sat 9:45 am & 5:30pm.—5.50p.m. 

Wedding, Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, 

 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 

St John’s Hall Hire: 
Contact parish office.  
Legion of Mary:  Meet every 
Wednesdays at 10.30am at parish 
house in the Francis Xavier Room.  
All Welcome. Fatima Statue  
Enquires, Contact Sue 0449260206 

St John’s Catholic  Primary 
Ms Alison Dean Principal 
55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 
t: 9459 2963;  

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have 

received from the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish and 
maintain our parish heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who welcome the 
stranger, the needy, the sick and the lonely. Like St John, our patron saint, may we 
be people who love others, as your Son Jesus, asked us to do. We make this prayer, 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Child Safety: St John’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. Children are to be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times in the church and when leaving the church for any reason.  

Francis’ Focus 

‘We too are called to climb up the mountain,’ says Pope Francis, like the 
chosen disciples. But, as he points out, we are also called to bring our 
experience back down the mountain.  

In our own lives, one way of understanding this is to contemplate our 
personal spiritual behaviours. The Pope takes the opportunity of this Gospel 
to remind us to beware of the risk of ‘spiritual laziness’. Are we tempted to 
‘remain on the mountain and enjoy the bliss of this encounter on our own’? 
Do we risk taking too much private and possessive comfort from ‘our 
prayers and liturgies’?  

As the Pope points out, we cannot stay on the mountain. ‘Jesus himself 
brings us back to the valley, among our brothers and sisters and into daily 
life.’ There is work to be done. It is not enough to come to Mass and posture 
and pray in a way that is cut off from life. The Church should never become 
a means of escaping reality or responsibility.  

‘We’, the Pope proclaims, ‘are called to experience the encounter with 
Christ so that, enlightened by his light, we might take it and make it shine 
everywhere.’ Called up the mountain, we are sent down the mountain to go 
forth and take the mystery of the Transfigured One with us wherever we 
may go. We cannot do that if we keep our heads stuck in tents of our own 
making.  

© Nick Brodie 



Entrance: Be Thou My Vision  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
Thou and thou only first in my heart 
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.    

Entrance Antiphon 

Of you my heart has spoken, Seek his face. 
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 
hide not your face from me. 

    Confiteor 

I confess to almighty God and to you,  
my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned,  
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 

(And, striking their breast, they say:) 

through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

(Then they continue:) 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, and you,  
my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

First Reading              Genesis 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18  

   God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, 
Abraham,’ he called.’ Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take 
your son,’ God said ‘your only child Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall 
offer him as a burnt offering, on a mountain I will 
point out to you.’ 

When they arrived at the place God had pointed 
out to him, Abraham built an altar there, and 
arranged the wood. Then he bound his son Isaac 
and put him on the altar on top of the wood. 
Abraham stretched out his hand and seized the 
knife to kill his son. 

But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am here’ he 
replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against the boy’ the 
angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you 
fear God. You have not refused me your son, your 
only son.’ Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram 
caught by its horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram 
and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 

The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time 
from heaven. ‘I swear by my own self – it is the Lord 
who speaks – because you have done this, because 
you have not refused me your son, your only son, I 
will shower blessings on you, I will make your 
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the 
grains of sand on the seashore. Your descendants 
shall gain possession of the gates of your enemies. All 
the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by 
your descendants, as a reward for your obedience.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm                       Psalm 115:10.  

Response: I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
in the land of the living. 

I trusted, even when I said:  

‘I am sorely afflicted.’ 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his faithful.           R./ 

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;  
you have loosened my bonds. 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: 
I will call on the Lord’s name.     R./  

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil  
before all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem.       R./  

Second Reading           Romans 8:31-34  

 With God on our side who can be against us? 

Since God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up 

to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, 

that he will not refuse anything he can give. Could 

anyone accuse those that God has chosen? When 

God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could Christ 

Jesus? No! He not only died for us – he rose from the 

dead, and there at God’s right hand he stands and 

pleads for us. 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard: 

this is my beloved Son, hear him. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 



Gospel                                     Mark 9: 2-10 

 Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and 
led them up a high mountain where they could be 
alone by themselves. There in their presence he was 
transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly white, 
whiter than any earthly bleacher could make them. 
Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they were 
talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. 
‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so 
let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; 
they were so frightened. And a cloud came, covering 
them in shadow; and there came a voice from the 
cloud, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Then suddenly, when they looked round, they saw 
no one with them any more but only Jesus. 

As they came down from the mountain he warned 
them to tell no one what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They 
observed the warning faithfully, though among 
themselves they discussed what ‘rising from the 
dead’ could mean. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   At the words that follow, up to and including the    
   Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the  
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 
 Amen. 

Memorial Acclamation 

Save us, Saviour of the world for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have redeemed the world. 

Communion Antiphon 

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to him. 

Communion:  As the Deer 

As the deer pants for the water 
So my soul longs after You. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship You. 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 
To you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship you. 

I want You more than gold or silver, 
Only You can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver, 
And the apple of my eye. 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 
To you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship you. 

You’re my friend and You are my brother 
Even though You are a King. 
I love you more than any other, 
So much more than anything. 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 
To you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship you. 

  Recessional :  How Great Thou Art 

O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder 

Consider all The works Thy Hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy pow’r throughout The universe displayed; 

Refrain  

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!! 

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander 

I hear the birds Sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down From lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook And feel the gentle breeze;     Ref. 
 



Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader  Margherita Bechelli Michelle LeMaster Christine Soosairaj Annaliza 

Communion Lorraine Mascarenhas Christopher Ratnayake Liz Sier Sally Tramontana 

 - - Olivia Musitano - 
Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader  Peter Penson Marguerite Ryan Jacqueline Lewis Mark Aiello 

Communion Michelle Penson Pietro Sciotto Leo Cosio Leela Cherubim 

 - - Charito Cosio - 

Morning Tea  3rd March: Marguerite & Tina 

Please Remember in your prayers 

Frank Viola, Bill Barnes, Kevin Andrews, Margaret Sinclair, Joan O’Donoghue, Samantha Byran, 
Frank 

Collections for Week ended  18th  February 2024  

First Collection is for the support of our Parish Priest, the 
Archbishop, the sick & retired priests, priests in less 
fortunate areas around Archdiocese of Melbourne  

(It is taken up after Homily) 
St John’s Presbytery Cheque- BSB 083-347 A/c 659225267  

Second Collection is for the support of our Church, its 
operating expenses, staff wages, church & ground 
maintenance etc. 

(It is taken up after Prayers of Faithful) 
St John’s Catholic Church - BSB 083-347 A/c 658806318 

Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct 

$383.40 $959.90 $657.00 $843.00 $556.15 $443.00 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel 
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 Happy 80th Birthday Irene Baird  
Happy 95th Birthday Rosa Giangiulli 

St John’s Sacrament Programme:  Classes are 
offered for Reconciliation, Eucharist, and 
Confirmation. for children attending schools other 
than St John’s School. Programme is run entirely by 
the Parish and coordinated by the Parish Pastoral 
Associate, Elizabeth Williamson. It involves attending 
compulsory Family Faith evenings, attendance at 
weekend mass and participation in Catechist Classes.  
Register your child/children via the parish office: 
94571066 or Heidelberg@cam.org.au by February 
29th, 2024. For further information please contact 
Elizabeth Heidelberg@cam.org.au or 0447195553 . 

St John's Catholic Parish Primary School - Prep 
2025 School Tours: 

Wednesday, 6 March at  9:15am 

Tuesday, 12 March at 9.15am 

Monday, 25 March at 9.15am 
Wednesday, 27 March at 5:00pm 

Please call 9459 2963 to make a booking. 

Morning Tea & Sausage Sizzle: Next Sunday 3rd 
March following the 10.30am Mass will be available 
in the Parish Hall. All are welcome. 

Stations of the Cross: Each Friday during Lent, 
commencing on Friday February 16th at 7.00pm.  

Project Compassion: After the birth of her children, 
22-year-old Ronita was at risk of having to leave 
school permanently. But, with the support of Caritas 
Australia’s partners in the Philippines, she resumed 
her studies and secured a job at a call centre to 
support her family. Please take home a Project 
Compassion box or a set of donation envelopes to 
support Caritas Australia this Lenten season and help 
support vulnerable people around the world. You can 
also donate by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413 413. 

World Day of Prayer - Annual world-wide service 
of prayer: This year the liturgy has been written by 
women representing the Christian Churches of 
Palestine. On Friday 1 March 11.00am at Mary 
Immaculate Church, 4 Waverley Ave Ivanhoe. 


