
  

 

My trip to the Philippines was an 
experience so completely different 
from any other I've ever taken and one 
that I will cherish forever. Although 
some sightseeing was undertaken to 
gain a sense of history of the 
Philippines my memories are not 
based on places visited but PEOPLE 
who touched my heart. 
I was sceptical of truly being able to 
‘immerse’ in sixteen short days but 
found that within hours of arriving in 
Manila the process was well 
underway.  We were welcomed by the 
residents of 13th Street like long lost 
relatives.  Initially the sight of people 
living in the most abject poverty was 
quite literally breathtaking, however as 
I stood still for a moment to gather my 
emotions I was overwhelmed by the 
sense of love and community that 
these people have created.  They 
have taught me that there is a vast 
difference between poverty and being 
poor.  These families experience 
poverty compared to you and I but 
they are not poor in spirit.  They get 
up daily with a sense of purpose, love 
for their children, love for their God 
and a deep gratitude for those who 
are ministering to them.  The 
children’s smiles and giggles as they 
run and play in the street are a joy to 
behold.  The mothers doing their 
utmost to feed and clothe their 
children was inspirational.  
 
… Continued page 4 
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EDITORIAL 

We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this Land, the Wurundjeri 
people and of Elders past and present, on which our church and school stand. The  

St John’s community joins together in solidarity with our Indigenous brothers and sisters, 
working for justice and reconciliation. 

Chris Ratnayake 
Chair, St John’s Parish Council 

My Wife Sandra and I have been so 
privileged to be part of the parish of  
St John’s Heidelberg for over 25 
Years. During that time we have seen 
the positive growth in our Parish 
which has been phenomenal. We are 
so fortunate in the vision of 
parishioners past that have given us 
an amazing church with it’s beautiful 
gardens.  We have a school that is so 
focused on instilling the building 
blocks of the Christian faith in 
children today (our future 
parishioners). 

Our three children went to St John’s 
and they all have been blessed with 
the faith focused education St John’s 
offered. Our daughter Bernadette 
finished her schooling at Our Lady of 
Mercy and is now a Primary School 
teacher herself. Our sons Christian 
and Adam became very involved 
with Altar serving every Saturday and 
we were proud to see them getting 
so involved with church activities. 

I am so grateful for each and every 
parishioner that I meet (mostly 
Sunday at the 8.30 mass), the 
teachers, students and parents that 
have invited me to be part of the 
school and parish community. Along 
my journey they have encouraged 
me to get involved with the many 
ministries within the parish. By 
getting involved I have gained much 
more than I have given.  Involvement 
has given me a very real sense of 
belonging to our parish family, 
strengthened my faith and sharing in 
our vibrant community. 

 

December is a highlight for me as I 
get to be “Santa’s helper”. I get to be 
the special guest on the day of the 
school carols and at the children’s 
mass on Christmas day. I feel a great 
sense of emotion at the joy and 
happiness the children receive at 
these special celebrations.  

Being involved with, and now Chair 
of St John’s Parish Council, I have 
the opportunity to lead and be 
involved in the progress made in our 
parish. In this role I am a voice for 
parishioners and form part of the 
support group for Father Mario in 
making productive/constructive 
decisions which drive our parish 
forward in faith, asset management, 
practical matters and community.   

Another part of my role is being on  
St John’s School Advisory 
Committee.  This gives me the 
opportunity to provide valuable 
feedback based on past experiences 

and assists in decision making.  It is 
so great to see the leader of our 
school (Maureen Stella) and the 
leader of our parish (Father Mario) 
working so hard together to make 
the School and Parish as one united 
body to be very proud of. 

STS (Serve the Servers) is another 
way that I have been involved with 
the opportunity to assist at these 
nights and work with the servers and 
their families.  These parents are 
amazing and we share the same 
passion for our young people.   
I am also the resident cook at the 
“sausage sizzle” held on the 1st 
Sunday of the month after the 10.30 
mass.  This is yet another great 
opportunity for us as parishioners to 
get together and connect as a parish 
family informally in our community. 

The Austin Volunteers known as the 
“A TEAM” is also an amazing group 
of people that volunteer on each 3rd 
Sunday of the month.  We assist 
patients down for mass. It a most 
satisfying ministry and I encourage 
you to attend one of these masses 
(either to assist patients or just to be 
part of this special mass) which is our 
parish reaching out to those in need.  
It is definitely an amazing feeling to 
know you have managed to brighten 
up the day of someone suffering a 
short or long term illness. We have 
lots of fun and jokes and it is truly an 
experience of receiving much more 
than you give. 

I am so proud and honoured to be 
part of St John’s Heidelberg parish 
community. 
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MY STORY 

I was born in Ootacamund (Queen of 
Hills) a beautiful hill station in South 
Tamilnadu, India, but lived mostly in 
Chennai the capital of Tamilnadu, 
where I went to school  
at St Aloysius Girls high School, run 
by the Presentation Sisters and did 
my Science degree at Stella Maris 
College run by the Franciscan sisters. 
After my marriage, I joined my 
husband who was working in 
Singapore, lived and worked there 
for ten years before moving to 
Sydney in 2007 and to Melbourne in 
2015. My younger brother works and 
lives with his family in Bangalore. My 
mum lives in Chennai. My dad 
passed away when I was 15.  

I am blessed with two children. My 
daughter Keerthana is in Year 9 and 
my son Ajay is in Year 7. My husband 
of 20 years is Joseph Beschi who 
works for an Engineering firm in 
Bundoora. 

My first day at St John’s was the  
27th of April 2015. 

What I enjoy most about working at 
St John’s is having the best boss 
ever to work for, who treats you with 
respect. Who is understanding, 
tolerant but sets challenges to 
improve so that work never gets 
boring and who does not 
compromise on perfection. Seeing 

him work so hard encourages me to 
work even harder. He makes life so 
much easier at the office by his small 
thoughtful actions, like turning on the 
heater before I arrive on a cold day! 

I am so blessed to be born into a 
catholic family and to study in 
catholic institutions, which have 
made me the person I am today. My 
faith has given me the strength to 
face the troubles throughout my life 
and to make the right choices. My 
motto has always been to do my best 
and leave the rest to God as he 
knows better as to what is good for 
me and to trust in him completely.  

I try not to hurt anybody consciously 
or unconsciously by my thoughts, 
words or actions. I strive to be an 
example to my children who follow 
actions not words.  

Thanks to Sally who cooks so much 
yummy food at the parish house, I 
now love her roasts. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the parishioners who 
have been so welcoming and kind to 
me whether it may be over the 
phone, email or in person. It’s always 
lovely to talk to you.  

Mary Peeris 
Parish Secretary 
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STORIES OF SERVICE 

Susan and Russel Lew-Kee 

Philippines Immersion 2019 

Continued from front page… 
 
The MSSP priests and brothers who 
minister to the communities are such 
humble and spirit filled men.  They 
live joyful lives enacting the Gospel 
of Jesus, encouraging, supporting, 
counselling, and sharing Eucharist 
with people who others consider 
outcasts and try to forget about. 
Living at the formation house are 
men from several different countries 
but all share the same deep desire 
to serve God and to be living 
examples of the Gospel at work.   
 
Whilst in Bataan we had the privilege 
to be welcomed by Fr Joe who for 
me, represents Jesus on earth in 
2019.  He is the most humble, 
unassuming man I have ever met 
and his relentless commitment to the 
children and families of his parish 
and beyond is truly inspiring.  He has 
created a ‘safe space’ for damaged 
children whose childhoods are not 
only impoverished but at times 
abusive.  By his selfless actions,  
Fr Joe shows these children that 
they are important and valued.  He 
encourages them to dream and to 
believe that they deserve a bright 
future.  There is no judgement, just 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

acceptance, encouragement and  
love.  He regularly reminds the 
children that God did not give them 
hands only to receive with.  Fr Joe 
wants these children to have 
aspirations for themselves and to 
work hard for a bright future whilst 
giving back to others. 
 
During our stay in the Philippines we 
were privileged to spend some time 
at two orphanages with children 
whose names and faces will be 
etched on my heart forever.  Some 
of the children were extremely 
disabled and others had been 
abused in the most horrific ways. 
The nuns and lay people who cared 
for these children did so with such 
compassion and love.  The children 
were cuddled and treated with such 
dignity and they responded with 
smiles and sparkling eyes.   
My album from this trip doesn’t 
contain photos of places but rather 
photos of faces.  The hundreds of 
children we encountered, their 
smiles and their sense of HOPE is 
what I brought home from the 
Philippines.  
 

I become a bit overwhelmed by the 
intensity of the poverty I was trying 
to come to terms with and I 
questioned how my presence could 
really make a difference.  I think I’ve 
worked it out.  Any person who is 
marginalised as the poor of the 
Philippines are, wants not to be 
forgotten and written off.  They want 
to be touched and hugged and 
encouraged and validated just like  
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anyone else.  I was able in a small 
way to show these people that they 
mattered.  I held beautiful babies,  
I listened to stories of mothers, 
children asked me for blessings,  
I shared the Eucharist with many 
groups of people and I prayed with 
Fr Joe and the other MSSP’s who 
devote their lives to living the gospel.  
 
I continue to pray for all of the 
amazing spirit-filled people that we 
met and for the work that they are 
doing.  What a blessing for me to 
undertake this experience with my 
husband, I am truly grateful and 
forever changed. The mantra I try to 
live by is: “Let go and let God.”  I did 
this in the Philippines and God was 
revealed to me in the many people I 
met and through the smiles I 
received.  
 
      Sue Lew Kee 
 
I could never have imagined as l 
waited outside Manila airport for our 
lift how completely my outlook on life 
would change over the next sixteen 
days. I was totally unsure of what to 
expect and had tried to visualise the 
next two weeks and the sights and 
experiences I would encounter. 
I was SO wrong in SO many ways. 
 
For the first time in my life l saw what 
real Christian charity and the Catholic 
Church at work can do to change 
people’s lives in ways that defied all 
of my imaginings. The sisters 
working with the disabled children in 
Manila are all saints in my eyes, as 
are the staff and volunteers. The 
MSSP Fathers, Hector, Mark, Martin 
and Steven and the brothers do such 
amazing work with the poverty 
stricken in and around 13th Street. 
Selfless people like Gigi in 13th St 
who not only works with but lives 
with the poor. And of course, Fr Joe 
in Bataan. Such a selfless man,  
 

always willing to help, listen and 
advise. A man who truly lives the 
Gospel. But not only did l see these 
things, l felt them too. 
The Gospel really came to life and 
the meaning of the Gospel will 
forever be so much more important 
to me. How could l ever imagine that 
the Holy Spirit would take over my 
vocal chords and deliver words to 
the prisoners in a small prison in 
Bataan that would not only bring 
comfort and solace but tears to  
 

people’s eyes. Me, who only ever 
seems to crack jokes, actually 
speaking in such a way. 
I wish I could tell you what l said but 
a much higher authority than me 
wrote the script and delivered it. 
Truly, for the first time in my life I 
really felt the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. I thank Fr’s Mario and Jude for 
organising the mission and l am so 
pleased to call everyone in the group 
a friend in Christ forever. 
 
   Russell Lew-Kee 

STORIES OF SERVICE 
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We have enjoyed a positive start to 
the 2019 school year. Our beginning 
of the school year Mass and Staff 
Commissioning Mass in February 
were well attended by our staff, 
students and their families. A new 
year brings new beginnings and we 
warmly welcomed the following new 
teaching  staff to our school 
community- 
 
Ms Brooke Davis-Year Six;  
Ms Lisa Wenhrynowycz-Year Five;  
Ms Elise Moore-Year Four;  Ms 
Annette D’Amore-Education Support 
Staff. 
 
Our wonderful new  Prep students 
have settled in well to the new 
school year. There is a hype of 
activity in the classrooms as the 
children embrace lots of new 
learning experiences. We trust that 
their time at St John’s will be 
enjoyable and filled with many 

opportunities to develop and grow 
across all areas of the curriculum. 
  
To start the holy season of Lent, our 
students participated in the Burning 
of the Palms ceremony with Fr Mario 
prior to receiving the blessed ashes 

at our whole school Mass on Ash 
Wednesday. 
 
Wishing all the families in our 
community a safe and blessed 
Easter. 
 

THE SCHOOL REPORT 

Term One Report 
Mrs Maureen Stella 

Int roducing Mrs Connie Bandierra 

Why did you choose to be a 
teacher? 
 
Initially it was my love of children and 
their sense of fun that attracted me 
to the teaching profession but over 
time I realised that it was more about 
my ability to encourage and inspire 
young people to be the best they 
can be. 
 
What’s the funniest thing that a 
student has asked you or 
done? 
 
Watching a prep greet her mother 
after her very first day of school 

complaining ‘Well I still can’t read!’ 
Hilarious! 
 
Which one of your own 
teachers most inspired you and 
why? 
 
My grade three teacher Maria Minto 
because she always made me feel 
like I was the most important person 
in the classroom. Her gentle and 
caring nature is still as vivid to me 
today as it was all those years ago. 
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THE SCHOOL REPORT 

Holy Thursday brings the end to 
Lent. That night we begin three days 
(Triduum, Latin for 'three days') that 
are the centre of our church year. 
Why are these three days so 
important? 
What do they mean for you? 
We are invited to make these three 
days different from all the days of the 
year. 
Although the liturgy of the Triduum is 
experienced in the church itself, have 
you considered what it means to 
experience the season of Triduum in 
your daily life? 
 

The Holy Thursday liturgy (Mass) 
emphasizes two things, the 
institution of the Eucharist and the 
washing of the feet of the 
disciples.  Take these two and view 
them as a whole.   

Do you understand the relationship 
between service and Eucharist?   
In your prayer on Holy Thursday ask 
God how you are called to 'feed' 
others through the service that we 
call discipleship? 
 
During the liturgy of Good Friday we 
come forth to venerate the cross, the 
instrument which was used to bring 
about Jesus' death.  When you stop 
and think about it, we are kissing the 
object that brought Jesus to his 
death.  Yet we venerate the cross 
because as Catholic Christians we 
understand the paradox of the cross, 
that through dying on the cross the 
perfect sacrifice made possible new 
life for all.   
Reflect on some of the losses or 
what we might call 'little deaths' you 
have experienced.  Can you 
‘venerate’ these 'little deaths' or 
endings in your life, grieving the loss 
while searching for signs of new life?   
In your prayer on Good Friday ask 
God how you are being called to 
something new. 
 
The Easter Vigil as well as all the 
Easter liturgies remind us that it is 
through our baptism that we entered 
into new life that Jesus won for us 

through his death and resurrection.   
Consider how your baptism invites 
you to live.  The grace you received 
on that day (no matter how long ago 
it was) is still vital and active.  Grace 
is the life of God within you.  As the 
Easter season approaches what are 
some ways that you might open your 
heart to that grace?  
Have a blessed, grace filled Triduum. 

Triduum - Three Days 
Miss Elizabeth Williamson 

What’s one thing that your 
students have taught you? 
 
Their curiosity and love of learning 
never ceases to amaze me and has 
taught me that you never really stop 
learning, no matter your age. 
 
 
What’s one bit of advice you 
can share with new graduates 
starting out? 
 
Get to know each of your students 
well - what makes them tick, what 
excites them, what makes them 
laugh? Establish positive 

relationships with each and everyone 
of them and show them respect. 
 
If you had the chance to meet 
one person who would it be 
and why? 
 
So many inspirational people but 
probably Pope Francis because of 
the genuine importance he places on 
humility, modesty and concern for 
the poor. 
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IMMERSION 

Mabuhay sa Pilipinas 

—Welcome to  the Phi l ippines —  

 

#MissionImmersionExperience2020 

under the auspices of the  

Paulist Missionaries (MSSP) 
 

visit ing  

Manila City  

and  

Bataan Province 

——————— 

2nd January - 1 3th January 2020 

 

Applicants 

between the ages of  1 8 and 35 will be 
given fi rst  preference 

—————— 

Applicants  

over the age of  35  

will be considered  

if  vacancies arise 

 

The group will be hosted by the Paulist 
Missionaries for the duration of the visit 

 

For more information and to express interest 
in participating in Mission 2020 email: 

mission2020@mssp.org.au or  

call: 0403843796 

 

Applications close 31st May 2019 

An opportunity 

to immerse in 

a different 

culture  

and 

experience  

the Church 

working 

among the 

poor in the 

Philippines 
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WHO’S IN THE PEW? 

Veronica Maloney 

Better known to all of us a Ronnie 
Maloney! Ronnie has been in our 
parish for over 35 years.  She grew 
up in North Melbourne of Irish 
parents and as a young girl walked 
to morning Mass and then home for 
breakfast and then on to school - to 
St Michael’s Primary and St Aloysius 
College. With two brothers and two 
sisters Ronnie was “number four”. 
Ronnie has a good sense of humour 
and smiles as we refer to her current 
age, as she doesn’t look or act it. 

During her working life she was a 
primary school teacher and then 
later a personal secretary to a well 
known Melbourne psychiatrist. In the 
60’s she joined the Mariana 
Community but continued to work as 
a secretary until retirement. The 
Mariana Community is a group of lay 
women who have responded to 
Christ’s invitation to live a 
consecrated life in and for the world.  
They have simple promises of 
chastity, poverty and obedience 
which guide their daily living. 
Individually members of this 
community are responsible for their 
own finances, employment, living 
arrangement and retirement. 
Founded in Melbourne in 1957 the 
Mariana community is an 
autonomous member body of the 
Pallottine family, formally known as 
the Union of Catholic Apostolate.  
After an initial formation she became 

a consecrated member of Mariana 
on Easter Monday 1964.  

Ronnie moved to Heidelberg in 1983 
joining the Choir and the Liturgy 
group. By doing this she found an 
entry into the St John’s Parish family. 
Her brother, sister in law and her 
niece’s family also live in the parish 
with great nieces and nephew 
attending St Johns primary school. 
Ronnie has “done the rounds” and 
as she says “been recycled” in a 
number of positions including the 
Parish Council, Liturgy Committee, 
Choir etc.  Do you admire the 
dressing of the altar for special 
occasions with coloured drapes and 
cloths? Well that is “Ronnie’s” work. 
She is always busy helping in our 
parish community. 

Ronnie’s love of Liturgy comes 
through as she talks about the 
different seasons, ceremonies and 
readings. As far as hymns go Ronnie 
enjoys the newer “alive” hymns that 
people join in with and every now 
and again a real traditional one 
(particularly for those over 60!). At 
this time of year she likes to reflect 
on “the new life” that is the essence 
of Easter. She beams with 
enthusiasm as she explains the time 
of renewal and growth that is the 
opportunity of Easter. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays Ronnie 
visits Austin Health & Olivia Newton 

John Centre and feels blessed that 
she is really able to bring the Lord to 
those in need at this difficult time in 
their lives. Just to share special time 
with them and their onward journey 
she finds very rewarding.  

Our parish is alive with many 
opportunities for people to engage 
in various activities and groups. 
Ronnie hopes that the spirit that is 
really alive in our parish and in these 
groups gains further strength and 
encourages everyone (no matter if 
you are single, young, old, married, 
frail or whatever!!) to be part of the 
rich fabric of our parish family. 
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GROUPS 

for providing delicious pizza’s to 
all servers and f riends at  our 

movie nights in 201 7. Thank you! 

KUMON HEIDELBERG EDUCATION CENTRE 

187 Burgundy Street 

Instructor: Maureen Hegarty 

Tel: 0423 877 736 

To advertise your 
local business here  

Please email 

heidelberg.eyrie@cam.org.au 

We appreciate your support 

St John’s Walking Group 

Almost a year ago it was decided to 
form a group, open to all, that would 
walk in different places around the 
area – and that we have done. 

Not only do we walk (somewhere 
between 4 and 5km a walk) but we 
share lots of chat both during the 
walk and over a coffee after the 
walk, we get to admire and appreci-
ate our beautiful world to which we 
live so close and have the oppor-
tunity to make new friends. 

Some of these places that we have 
discovered include: Wilsons Re-
serve, Darebin Parklands, Banyule 
Flats, Yarra Flats, Darebin Creek 
Forest Park, Banksia Park and the 
Banyule silos. 

All are welcome to join us.  

For more information please contact 
Jan on 0423478504. 
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In January, a group of five 
parishioners, two teachers from  
St John’s primary school and a 
parishioner from St James the 
Apostle, Hoppers Crossing North, 
accompanied Fr Jude Pirotta mssp, 
parish priest of St James, and myself. 
This was not the first time I took part 
in such an experience, and today I 
would like to share what this means 
for me. 

There are various aspects involved 
in participating in a mission 
immersion experience. By going on  
a mission immersion trip there is the 
experience of crossing into and 
participating in another culture, as 
well as the opportunity to see how 
the Body of Christ gives witness to 
the good news in different cultures. 

My first cross cultural mission 
immersion experience was in 
Pakistan, before I became a priest.  
I was lucky to spend a full year living 
with missionaries and sharing in their 
ministry. Pakistan is a mainly Muslim 
country, with a very small minority of 
about one percent of Christians of 
various denominations. This situation 
influenced the way missionaries 
carried out their work. 

One of the parishes, in Faisalabad, 
was responsible for as many as thirty 
villages and hamlets. The 
missionaries tried to visit as often as 
they could, often travelling by car for 

over an hour in order to minister to 
these communities  These 
communities always welcomed us 
and celebrated our arrival, often 
inviting us to share a meal with them 
before or after the celebration of 
Mass. Due to the size of the parish, 
we could only visit the communities 
once every three months, during our 
visits we often had to celebrate 
children’s baptisms.  

Weddings and funerals were often 
led by trained catechists.  

I have also had the opportunity of 
visiting the Philippines a number of 
times, this time as a priest. In the 
Philippines I have often been invited 
to celebrate with different parish 
communities or different groups. 
One of my ministries was to 
celebrate Mass at a university chapel 
and offer ministry to the students.  
I also had the opportunity to visit 
some orphanages and assist in a 
variety of ways. Perhaps where I 
surprised myself most is when I was 
asked to teach one unit of history of 
medieval philosophy at a major 
seminary in Karachi, Pakistan, and 
Italian language and computer 
studies in a college in Lubao, in the 
Philippines! I never believed I could 
do such a thing! 

When I visit developing countries,  
I am always struck by the level of 
poverty some people experience.  

I have walked through narrow 
laneways flanked by small squalid 
rooms that serve as homes for 
families of up to five children.  
In many cases, people from the 
provinces congregate in the major 
cities hoping to find work, but often 
have no land where to build a decent 
home. They often occupy empty land 
on river banks and at times on rail 
tracks. The missionaries in these 
countries try to speak Christ and his 
good news in a way that can be 
received by them. Many times, this 
good news takes the form of 
practical projects, like offering 
different types of education and 
building of homes for the homeless.  

One of the roles of the Body of 
Christ is to translate the good news 
into a language that can be 
understood by those who are 
listening and to give answers to their 
particular needs. Crossing cultural 
boundaries and experiencing 
different missionary realities one 
sees the Body of Christ offering 
different responses according to 
different needs.  

I always hold my missionary 
immersion experiences very dearly 
and encourage others to try to 
participate should an opportunity 
arise. 

“The experience of crossing cultures” 

THE FINAL WORD 

Parish Priest, St John’s Heidelberg 

Fr Mario 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Thursday 18th April 

Holy Thursday Mass at 7:30pm. 

 

Friday 19th April 

Good Friday celebration at 3pm in 
Naleijerring Centre. 

 

Sunday 21st April 

Vigil Saturday at 8pm; Sunday Masses 
at 7am, 8:30am and 10:30am. 

 

Thursday 25th April 

Anzac Day: Mass 9:15am followed  by 
morning tea in the Francis Xavier 

meeting room. 

 

18th-22nd May 

Parish Mission with                                   
Fr Richard Leonard SJ in OLMC 

Perfomance Arts Theatre. 

 

19th-20th May 

Children preparing for Confirmation 
presented to the community at 6pm and 

10:30am masses. 

 

Saturday 25th May 

Serve the Servers Movie Night. 

 

Sunday 9th June 

Pentecost Sunday. 

 

Saturday 15th June 

Sacrament of First Eucharist at 11am  
in OLMC Naleijerring Centre. 

 

Saturday 15th June 

Philippino Kabataan Youth Orchestra 
concert at OLMC Sr Hogan Arts Centre. 

 

Sunday 22nd June 

2019 Parish Luncheon. 

The views, thoughts and opinions 
expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors 

and should not be interpreted as 
theology or moral and ethical 

teaching.  
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