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At the end of Year Eleven I was 
expecting my holiday break to be 
mostly sleep-ins, Netflix and part-
time work. I definitely wasn’t 
prepared for the experience I had 
whilst in The Philippines. I am so 
extremely grateful for the 
opportunity to witness God’s work 
through the Missionary Society of St 
Paul’s priests and brothers as well 
as the beautiful people we met 
throughout our stay.  

After the initial shock of arriving at 
an international airport (it was my 
first ever overseas flight) the first 
day in Manila I was bombarded with 
excitement, friendship, laughter and 
even moments of tears.  

The image of whole communities 
living on active railway lines with 
their few belongings will always be 
something I remember.  

A highlight of our immersion was 
our family's overnight stay with a 
family in Bataan.  With only ten 
minutes' notice, Gladys, a single 
mother of three, who lived in a very 
humble home with only three rooms 
welcomed the four of us with open 
arms and plenty of chicken adobo. 
We spent the night listening to her 
and her eldest children, Chloe and 
Cyril’s stories from the Jose DePiro 
Formation Centre run by Fr Joe, and 
watching her youngest son Lucas 
proudly show off his small collection 
of old toys and pictures. Watching 

their family gave me so much joy 
and I truly felt a part of their small 
community.  

Our last night in Manila left me with 
many tears as I said goodbye to my 
new friends at 13th street, some of 
whom I still message (almost every 
day). 

I will never forget their generosity 
when they so proudly brought us 
Filipino lollies and treats with the 
little money they had, as well as the 
small gifts and trinkets they gave 
Grace and myself.  

I constantly thank God for the 
opportunity He gave me to be a part 
of Mission 2020. It has brought me 
closer to my family as well as my 
faith. I cannot wait to undertake 
some form of mission work when  
I finish school.  

Madeline Lew-Kee 

Experience of a lifetime! 

My mum Sue, and Gigi. 

Me with orchestra members. 

Mission Group with orchestra at  
Jose DePiro Formation Centre. 
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We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People and their Elders past and 
present, the traditional custodians of this land on which our church and school stand.  

The St John's Community joins together in solidarity with our Indigenous brothers  
and sisters, working for justice and reconciliation.  

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People and their Elders past and 
present, the traditional custodians of this land on which our church and school stand.  

The St John's Community joins together in solidarity with our Indigenous brothers  
and sisters, working for justice and reconciliation.  

EDITORIAL 

Michelle Robertson, Chair, Parish Pastoral Council 

Staying connected 

During these unprecedented times 
of the world grappling with the 
Coronavirus pandemic, our way of 
life has been dramatically changed. 
We are unable to gather as a faith 
community to celebrate mass and all 
parish gatherings have been put on 
hold. In the broader sense, this 
presents an acute challenge for us all 
in trying to maintain contact with our 
loved ones and people we care for 
and about within our wider 
community.  

As a Deputy Principal of a Catholic 
secondary school, my focus over the 
past three weeks has been on 
guiding our teachers and students to 
prepare for learning in an online 
environment. This is a new way of 
learning and teaching. Even though 
schools have embraced technology 
and used it in the classroom for 
some time, moving to learning 
platforms that are completely online 
presents many issues of helping to 
support each other and continue to 
foster connectedness. As a mother of 
three boys, it has also been a little 
stressful in finding the balance 
between using technology at home 
and trying to encourage walks and 
family activities such as jigsaws and 
playing cards, to avoid retreating into 
the cyber world while in isolation.  

I’m sure many parents are feeling the 
same way! 

It is somewhat ironic that as a faith 
community we are experiencing self 
isolation during the season of Lent. 
These 40 days are a time for 
reflection and preparation before the 
celebration of Easter. A time when 
we deliberately pause to reflect, take 
stock and pray more often. This is 
one positive in our current situation, 
as we are not rushing off to other 
commitments or places that would 
usually dominate our weeks or 
weekends. We may more easily find 
opportunities for quiet reflection and 
prayer.  

In all of this however, we must 
remember that we belong to a Parish 
community – a place where our 
people can feel connected and 
participate in activities beyond the 
celebration of the Eucharist. During 
this time of social distancing and 
isolation, it is important to keep in 
contact with fellow parishioners who 
may not have family or community 
support networks. A phone call to 
say hello or ask if you can do an 
errand can mean the world to 
someone on their own. Reaching out 
to connect with others should 
continue as much as possible during 
this time of social distancing.  

As members of St John’s Catholic 
Parish, may we continue to pray for 
each other and look with hope to 
celebrating the risen Christ amongst 
us. 

God bless and take care. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

Incoming members of our Parish Council 

Welcome! 

One of  the reasons I joined the 
Parish Council, is that I believe it 
would be great for us to be able to 
reach out and know each other 
better as a community. 

We are all often quite familiar with 
the faces who attend our regular 
Mass each week, but in many cases 
we do not know any more about 
each other than that. 

My vision is that we can take these 
relationships and make grassroots 
differences in our local community, 
based on our Christian and catholic 
values.  

 I think we can achieve this ever 
strong community within our Parish, 
so let's start there! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I have been a member of the  
St Johns community for almost 30 
years. My two daughters, Eryn and 
Sarah, both attended St Johns 
Primary and maintain lifelong 
friendships from their time at the 
school.  I actually moved to Balwyn 
around 16 years ago, but have 
maintained my connection with  
St Johns as this is where I feel at 
home.  I greatly value the warmth  
of the community and the beautiful 
church in which we are blessed to  
be able to celebrate our faith.  

My career commenced in banking, 
but I am a long term public servant, 
currently working in the Department 
of Treasury and Finance focussing 
on large infrastructure projects for 
our State.  I am also the Chair of 
Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School and 
have a strong interest in quality 
education and care for young 
people.  

I feel very honoured to have been 
invited to be part of the St Johns 
Parish Council and I look forward to 
the opportunity of giving back to our 
wonderful community.  

 

My involvement with St John’s dates 
back over 30 years, when l started 
going out with, and later married 
Susan, one of St John’s Year One 
teachers. I have worked in packaging 
sales for 33 years. 

I have been married to Sue for 
almost 25 years and we have four 
lovely children, Abbey 23, Jack 21, 
Madeline 17 and Grace 14. All four 
attended St. John’s and two are 
currently at OLMC. 

After having the privilege of being 
part of Mission 19 to the Philippines, 
Sue and I are excited to take our two 
youngest daughters on Mission 
2020 in January. 

I enjoy being an active member of 
the Parish and am flattered to 
represent it on the council. I will 
endeavour to seek God’s guidance 
as I contribute to the continued 
smooth running of the council. 

 

  Continued next page... 

 Tim Boyle           Karen Frost           Russel Lew-Kee 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

Incoming members of our Parish Council 

Welcome! 

It is a privilege to be called to serve with 
the other Members of  St John’s Parish 
Council. As with all of the preceding 
Councils, I expect there will be many 
challenges ahead over the next three 
years. 
 
My attendance at St John’s first started 
in the early 70’s but it is only in the past 
6 years or so that I have been able to 
participate in the volunteer duties of 
Wedding Sacristan, Austin Hospital 
Catholic Visitor, and Minister of 
Communion.  
During my professional time I worked in 
Administration at RMIT University as the 
Distance Education Co-ordinator in the 
Business Faculty.  This position was 
always interesting as I travelled 

extensively to Asia over many years. 
Now my principal profession is to be on 
hand to mind my three grandchildren, 
with another due in March. 
Currently, I am a Member of the 
Australian Family Association, active in 
preparation of their major events. 
 
The Vision of the Parish Council says 
“Together we aim to continue God’s 
work by strengthening and inspiring our 
parish, school and community as we 
journey in living our Catholic Faith” 
My aim is to be guided with the help of 
the Holy Spirit by this Vision, in 
particular in ‘living our Catholic Faith’ by 
seeking and helping the lonely and the 
elderly. 
 

Michelle Robertson has been a 
member of the Parish Pastoral 
Council for three years. Michelle 
has taught in various Catholic 
secondary schools and is currently 
the Deputy Principal of Ave Maria 
College in Aberfeldie. She is 
committed to Catholic education 
and especially education in the faith 
for young people. Michelle is 
married to Trevor who also works in 
Catholic education and they have 
three sons and a very cute dog 
named Ruby.  

 Margaret Bradley          Michelle Robertson, Chair 



5 

Outgoing members of our Parish Council 

Thank you 

PARISH COUNCIL 

By being on our Pastoral Council over the 
last five years, I have been privileged to 
share with other parishioners in supporting 
the direction of our faith community under 
the guidance of Fr. Mario. 
During my time, we have addressed a 
diverse range of issues - from building and 
equipment management, maintenance and 
upgrades to parish community development; 
child safety practices and policies; parish 
school engagement; spiritual enhancement; 
youth engagement; and the upcoming 

Synod; to name a few. Other parishioners 
have now been given the opportunity to 
contribute some of their time, energy and 
talents to continue to represent, lead and 
support our local church community. I wish 
them well. 
I found my involvement both spiritually 
challenging and uplifting. I encourage each 
of you to consider what parish community 
looks like into the future for you, and to 
support and participate in our shared spiritual 
journey. 

It’s been a privilege to have served on the 
parish council for the past few years and as  
an outgoing member it’s been rewarding to 
reflect on some of the councils’ achievements 
during my time. This includes the renovations 
to the Parish house, the centre for our parish 
groups, meetings seminars and gatherings, 
the development of our charity in the 
Philippines providing the opportunity for our 
parishioners to visit there and the children we 
are supporting visit us and perform concerts!! 

To more recently with our contribution to 
discuss and discern the themes established 
from the Plenary council, which has reinforced 
the important voice we have as parishioners, 
both individually and collectively and how our 
active contribution to this process and ‘our 
voices’, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
are now called upon more than ever, as we 
continue to help shape what parish life and 
community means and to respond to what we 
are called to do going forward. 

I would like to thank the parish community 
and Father Mario for providing me with the 
opportunity to be involved with the Parish 
Council. 
It has been an amazing opportunity to be 
able to contribute and voice the thoughts 
and ideas of our beautiful Parish Community  
The most significant outcome during my 
term as a Council Member was the Coming 
Together of the St John’s Parish and School 
“to Journey as one in the Catholic Faith.”  
I am honoured to have been part of the 
council during a time when the wellbeing 
and safety of our children has been the 
priority of the Parish and school.   

The primary focus and work involved setting 
up procedures and protocols to ensure the 
safe environment for our children, and future 
parishioners. 
To be appointed Parish Chair by the Parish 
Council was such an honour and I am so 
grateful to have been given this opportunity. 
Although my time on the council has ended, 
I will still enjoy and cherish the little ways in 
which I can help and contribute in the growth 
of our unique and very special parish 
community. We are so lucky at St John’s to 
have a Parish Community and School that 
will set the bench mark of how a true 
catholic community should function. 

Being on the Parish Council is a great way of 
being involved with the St John’s community, 
especially while our children are at school. 
There is always plenty to do and the others 
on the council are friendly and like-minded in 
wanting to be connected with parish 
activities. The Council has a long history of 
wonderful volunteers, many of whom are still 
active within the parish. It is nice to be part of 
this story, as Fr Mario leads the Parish into 
2020. 

 From top; 

Chris Ratnayake 

Mary Harty 

Robert Dowling 

Maureen Hegarty. 
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Perce was 20 years old when he 
went to a dance at Ivanhoe Town 
Hall with his brother.  That night 
many young men were wanting a 
dance with the beautiful Bernice.  
Not being a dancer and with his 
mechanic grease stained hands he 
thought she would say a polite ‘no’ 
when he summoned the courage to 
ask her to dance but to his surprise 
she said ‘yes’. Perce came from East 
Ivanhoe and Bernice from Reservoir.  

There were engaged for one year 
before their wedding at Mother of 
God Church East Ivanhoe and 
reception at Dauphine Receptions.  
They drove in a Ford Custom Line to 
Surfers Paradise for their 
honeymoon. 

Perce together with his father and 
brother George, ran the first self-
serve petrol station on the corner of 
Burgundy Street and Rosanna Road 
and later Makin & Luby Motors in Bell 
Street with his brother-in-law Barney 
Luby.  

Perce and Bernice have five children 
(four daughters and one son), five 
grandchildren and now waiting for 
the great grandchildren. Perce 
credits Bernice with successfully 
managing their five children and the 
household as he worked long days. 
Their children went to St John’s 
primary school.  They have lived in 
Hodgson Street, Gloucester Drive, 
Studley Road and now Banksia 
Street. The have been part of  
St John’s parish all their married life. 

They celebrated their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary with a family lunch and 
later with friends. Anniversaries are 
usually celebrated with a special 
dinner out and they enjoy their trips 
to Lorne. When asked what makes a 
marriage special and lasting the 
values of respect, courtesy and an 
attitude of “do unto others as you 
want done unto you” – featured 
strongly.   

They both enjoy being part of  
St John’s Parish family and seeing 
and talking with old friends after 
mass. It is this sense of belonging to 
a caring faith community and the 
love of family and friends that 
continues to delight their life.  

Married 25th January, 1960 at Mother of God, East Ivanhoe 

Bernice and Perce Makin 

60TH ANNIVERSARY 

KUMON HEIDELBERG EDUCATION CENTRE 

187 Burgundy Street 

Instructor: Maureen Hegarty 

Tel: 0423 877 736 
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62nd ANNIVERSARY 

Richard was 33 and Maureen 25 
when they were married at St Johns 
Heidelberg by Fr O’Connor.  They 
first met at a Christening. After that 
meeting Richard rang Maureen and 
asked her out on a Saturday night 
and then proceeded to ask her what 
she was doing every Saturday night 
from then onwards!  

Their engagement lasted a year and 
Richard had a friend who was a 
jeweller who made the ring.  The 
reception was at Dauphine in East 
Ivanhoe.   They drove to Surfers 
Paradise in their Holden for their two 
week honeymoon.  Maureen and 
Richard had 4 children – 3 sons and 
a daughter and have three 
grandchildren. Tragically the three 
sons died at early ages Anthony at 3 
months, Brendan at 20 and Paul at 

34.  Daughter Helen was also 
married at St Johns and is a great 
support to them.      

Richard (originally from Moonee 
Ponds) now 95 and Maureen 88 
years built their house in Anderson 
Street, Heidelberg in 1961.  Maureen 
has been a parishioner of St Johns 
all her life having grown up in 
Heidelberg.  

When asked what makes a marriage 
lasting and special they both 
independently said “understanding” 
and “working things out together”.  
While their life has not been easy at 
times together they have a lasting 
love and friendship.  They very much 
enjoy each other’s company and that 
of family, grandchildren and close 
friends made over many years in the 
St John’s parish family.  

Married on 1st February, 1958 at St John’s, Heidelberg 

Maureen and Richard Sullivan 



8 

THE SCHOOL REPORT 

Principal 

Maureen Stella 

St John’s students and staff enjoyed a 
smooth and positive start to the 2020 
school year. It continues to be a privilege to 
lead St John’s school, in collaboration with 
Fr Mario, the Leadership Team and staff.  
 
Our Opening of the School Year Mass 
enabled us to celebrate as a school 
community and to welcome our new Deputy 
Principal, Ms Elizabeth Whiting and other 
new staff and students to our school, in 
particular our Prep students. At this Mass, 
our School Captains Millie Harford and 
Charlie Bourke and our Year 6 leaders, 
were congratulated and presented with 
their badges. We wish them all the very best 
in their important leadership roles at St 
John’s. Thank you to Fr Mario for leading us 
in this liturgical celebration. 
 
Our students have engaged in a wide range 
of learning opportunities this term and they 
have embraced these experiences with 
enthusiasm and determination. I thank the 
professional and dedicated staff who work 
in partnership with families, in supporting 
our students’ learning. It is a joy to visit the 
classrooms and see the learning and 
teaching being undertaken, speak with the 
students about their learning and see their 
work displayed on the walls and in the 
corridors, as well as online. 
 
The “Colour Explosion Run” was a highlight 
for our students and I thank the PIC 
(Partners in Community) for their 
organisation of this fundraising event. The 
rain held off until the end of the afternoon 
and the students finished their run in an 
explosion of colour on their white T-shirts. 
The funds raised from this event will be put 
towards our Garden/Playground upgrades 
and I thank families for their support. 
  
We look forward to continuing to work in 
partnership with our St John’s community to 
enhance our students’ learning and 
engagement across all areas of the 
curriculum throughout this year. 
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PARISH DISCUSSIONS 

A Report on discussions held with  
St John’s Parishioners. 

Encouraged by the words of Pope 
Francis, in St John’s Parish, 
Heidelberg the process for the ‘Let’s 
Listen and Discern’ phase leading 
towards the 2020 Plenary Council 
included consultations with six small 
groups, the St Vincent de Paul 
society, The Gems (a seniors group), 
the Parish Pastoral Council, the 
School Advisory Board, the school 
staff and a group formed by general 
invitation to all parishioners. 

The participants of each group were 
of varying ages: 

Group 1: 15 participants – 69 to 86 years 

Group 2: 12 participants – late 30’s to 
early 50’s 

Group 3: 10 participants – mid 40’s to mid 
70’s 

Group 4: 5 participants – 40 to 55 years 

Group 5: 18 participants – 20’s to 50’s 

Group 6: 6 participants – approx 50 to 75 
years. 

It is considered that the ages of 
participants can influence their 
thoughts and interpretations to the 
messages they receive based on life 
experience and the ways by which 
they were educated in and by the 
Church, Church members, schools 
and the clergy. 

The number of participants in each 
group is an indication of whether a 
minority or majority of participants 
hold any particular view. As there 
were diverging views expressed this 
fact is of relevance particularly to any 
future decisions made in regard to 
activities and practices in our parish.  

While reading those diverging views 
let us remember that our Church is 
universal comprising many different 
individuals, races, cultures and 
backgrounds. Let us be accepting 
and understanding of our 
differences while acknowledging 
our common belief in God, his Word 
and the way of life Jesus showed us. 

 

THOSE COMMON CONCERNS 
INCLUDE: 

The decreased attendance at Mass of 
children, young people and their 
parents that could strongly influence 
the survival of the Church as we 
know it; 

The teaching of the Catholic faith in 
our schools and the number of non 
practising teachers in Catholic 
schools was important by two groups; 

The relevance of the music at Mass to 
all sectors of the community was 
expressed by all groups but 
strategies to address this differed; 

The relevance of the liturgy in its 
current form to all sectors of the 
community was expressed by most 
while two groups would prefer that 
change occurred slowly or not at all; 

The acceptance and celebration of 
diversity in our community was 
expressed by all; 

The structure and governance of the 
Church was a concern expressed by 
all groups yet again strategies to 
address this concern differed. 

 

 

 

WHAT WILL WE DO TO ADDRESS 
THESE CONCERNS? 

Increasing the attendance of 
children and young people at Mass 

The decreased attendance at Mass 
and involvement in church life 
generally of children, young people 
and their parents that could strongly 
influence the survival of the Church 
as we know it. 

‘You too, dear young people, can be 
joyful witnesses of his love, 
courageous witnesses of his Gospel, 
carry to this world a ray of his light’. 
(Pope Francis) 

There were many strategies 
suggested to address this issue 
including that there be groups for 
children and young people during 
Mass, that in our parish we have a 
Family Mass at one of our Sunday 
Masses, perhaps 6:00pm on 
Saturday, that we explore ways of 
involving children and their parents in 
the liturgy and that the reading of the 
gospels be more closely aligned to 
the lives of children and young 
people.  (continues next page) 

Jan McCaffrey, St John’s Parishioner 

Let’s listen and discern 

“ I t  is impossible to think of  a conversion of  our act ivity as a Church that  does not  include the act ive part icipat ion 
of  all the members of  God’s People. …  Without  the act ive part icipat ion of  all the Church ’s members, everything 
being done to uproot  the culture of  abuse in our communit ies will not  be successful in generat ing the necessary 
dynamics for sound and realist ic change. ”  ( Pope Francis: August  201 8, Let ter to the People of  God)  
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The teaching of the Catholic faith in 
our schools and the number of non 
practising teachers in Catholic 
schools 

To address the concerns in regard to 
the teaching of the Catholic faith in 
schools it is suggested that schools 
enforce what we (some) believe as 
Catholics, teach the Catholic Faith 
and employ committed practising 
Catholics, that challenges (games) be 
introduced to engage students, and 
that bible stories and parables be 
used to give young people and 
children a greater understanding of 
the background of Christianity.  

The relevance of the music at Mass 
to all sectors of the community was 
expressed by all groups but 
strategies to address this differed. 

Some suggested that music be more 
insightful, motivating and relevant 
involving a diverse range of 
instruments and that it be more 
modern. Yet another group 
suggested that the music played at 
Mass be more traditional as it was 
more prayerful than our current 
music and provided a stronger take 
home message. To cater for the 
needs of different age groups and 
cultures different genres of music 
could be played at different Mass 
times. In this way those parishioners 
wanting little change could be 
catered for.  

One person requested that music not 
be played until after communion to 
allow time for quiet reflection. 

The relevance of the liturgy in its 
current form to all sectors of the 
community 

Most groups suggested there needs 
to be more flexibility in the structure 
of the Mass so that its celebration be 
relevant to different communities, 
age groups and cultures. Mass 
should be seen to be better serving 
the community in which it is being 
celebrated, for example, children, 
young people and their parents. As 
well, through our liturgy we 
celebrate inclusiveness of all, for 
example, Indian, Korean and the 
disabled. 

One group recommended that the 
homily have greater relevance to the 
community.  

While others suggested the laity be 
encouraged to provide more support 
in preparation for and celebration of 
the liturgy as well as in participating 
in pastoral activities. 

The acceptance and celebration of 
diversity in our community was 
expressed by all. 

Through our activities and the liturgy, 
we are encouraged to be open 
minded and accept those of different 
cultural backgrounds, genders, the 
divorced and sexual tendencies, and 
practice what Christ has taught us by 
celebrating inclusiveness and 
diversity. 

On a visit to Romania in June this 
year Pope Francis commented, “that 
invites us to open roads on which to 
walk together, in the richness of 
diversity.” 

The structure and governance of 
the Church 

In reflecting on the structure and 
governance of the Church most 
groups considered that change 
needs to occur at all levels including 
Rome so that there is a more bottom 
up approach with strengthened 
involvement of the laity at every 
level and increased shared decision 
making by the laity with the clergy. 

With a stronger leadership it is 
recommended that we accept and 
acknowledge the issues, 
wrongdoing and traumas of the past, 
that we introduce married priests 
and that we increase the 
involvement of women at all levels 
including the priesthood, as 
suggested by four of the groups 
consulted. One group felt very 
strongly that there should be no 
women priests as Christ chose men. 

At the recent synod of bishops from 
the Amazon Pope Francis in 
response to the request that married 
men be able to be ordained as priest 
commented that, "open new roads 
for the proclamation of the Gospel", 
and that he and the bishops, "felt 
spurred to go out, to leave the 
comfortable shores of our safe ports 
to sink into deep waters — not in the 
swampy waters of ideologies, but in 
the open sea in which the Spirit 
invites us to throw out the fishing 
nets". 

It is to be remembered that St Peter 
and some of the Apostles whom 
Jesus ordained were married men. 

The development of community 

In a talk to those gathered in St 
Peter’s square in June 2019 Pope 
Francis stated that,  

‘To be part of a Christian 
community is to belong to a group 
of believers who shun selfishness 
and give witness to God ’s love by 
loving and caring for one 
another.’ 

Many of those consulted discerned 
that, as a parish, we further develop 
opportunities for people to gather in 
smaller groups (communities) outside 
of Sunday Mass to encourage a 
sense and practice of belonging to 
community and to be supportive of 
each other in living as Jesus would 
have us live, that all be made to feel 
welcome in their attendance at Mass 
on Sunday mornings and at other 
celebrations and that we explore the 
needs of others, not only in our local 
community, but further afield to so 
that we can explore ways of meeting 
these needs. 

Further, it was stated that the Word 
of Jesus be seen as the centre of the 
parish encouraging parish to be a 
community where its members are 
‘known by the way we live’. 

At a local level some practical ways 
of being a Christian community were 
made such as, the Mini Vinnies, 
setting up a soup van/kitchen, 
foodbanks to support families in 
need, visiting nursing homes, 
cooking meals for others, being 
aware of parishioners in need and 
perhaps most importantly through 
our words and actions. One group 
suggested that we return to serving 
morning tea after 10:30am Mass 
every week rather than monthly. 

While modern society places more 
importance on ‘one’s own 
interests regardless of or even to 
the detriment of others ’, ‘true 
Christians’ ban individualism in 
order to encourage sharing and 
solidarity,’ the pope said June 26 
during his weekly general 
audience. 

PARISH DISCUSSIONS 
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Parish Priest, St John’s Heidelberg 

Fr Mario 

THE FINAL WORD 

I am not a big fan of horror movies as 
I do not get the point of being 
terrified to enjoy myself, yet at times I 
get to watch one of these movies. In 
2011 I remember watching the film 
Contagion. The storyline was nothing 
too original; a deadly virus is 
discovered and everyone tries to 
avoid being infected, and on the 
story goes. (I will not tell you the 
story just in case you have not yet 
watched it!) 
 
As I watch the daily news and hear 
different stories, I feel that our life 
has become part of a new virus 
related movie. I was not aware that I 
had accepted a role as an extra in 
this movie. Worse still, I have not 
been shown the script, as I am being 
told that it is still being developed, 
nor do I know the ending.  
 
Someone has asked if we could 
reboot 2020, as the version we have 
been given has a virus! We do seem 
to be living a dream, the issue is that 
this is no dream at all. It is very 
disappointing to hear that some 
people have not yet understood the 
real risk that is facing us. We have 
been encouraged to strictly keep 
physical distance to avoid any further 
spread of this virus. This is not a 
game, but a way of keeping those 

who are fragile, safe. I may not have 
the virus myself, but I could well be 
carrying it on to others. 
 
On a religious level, apart from the 
fact that we have had to abandon our 
church buildings at a time when we 
are meant to celebrate the greatest 
event in human history and in 
Christianity, many of us have been 
asking: where is God in all this? In 
one of the Sunday gospels we read 
recently, we heard the sisters Martha 
and Mary cry out: 'If you had been 
here, our brother would not have 
died!' It does feel like we need to ask 
that same question today. 
 
In a recent speech, Pope Francis 
compared the present situation to 
the gospel story of the disciples in a 
boat facing a severe storm. During 
this storm Jesus was sleeping on a 
pillow, in the stern of the boat. The 
disciples woke Jesus up protesting: 
'Do you not care that we are going to 
die?' Jesus woke up and told the 
disciples: 'Why are you afraid? Do 
you still have no faith?' Like the 
disciples in the story we too are 
facing a very severe storm. Jesus is 
with us on the boat; he is not asleep, 
but he is suffering with us. We need 
to have faith and trust in our God.  
 

The passion and death of Jesus that 
we celebrate at this time shows us 
that God does not come to remove 
pain and suffering. Jesus lived in our 
midst as a human person. Like us he 
suffered misunderstandings from 
members of his own family, from his 
own countrymen, and even died on 
the cross. God does not run away 
from suffering, but suffers with us, 
knowing that this life is not the end, 
but only but leads us to real life. 
 
Many have been upset that our 
church buildings have had to close to 
avoid the virus traveling any further. 
Yet our Church is not closed! Church 
continues to meet in a different way. 
We meet as Church in our family; we 
meet as Church each time we reach 
out to friends or family who are 
isolated. In a time of great 
communication, we can always ring 
those who are alone or communicate 
through the internet. Let us not be 
afraid! God is always with us. 

“I was not aware that I had accepted a role as an extra in this movie.” 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

Please refer to parish website for 
updates on all current events and  
St John’s Parish—Heidelberg VIC 

Facebook page for live mass streaming. 

 

www.pol.org.au/Heidelberg/Home.aspx/

Home.aspx  

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The views, thoughts and opinions 
expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors 

and should not be interpreted as 
theology or moral and ethical 

teaching.  
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