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Stories from Elizabeth Williamson and Maureen Clifford 

The way it was  

Elizabeth Williamson was a teacher at 
St John’s for 45 years, coming to us 
straight from Teachers College in 
1971.  Maureen Clifford came to  
St John’s as a teacher the same year 
and taught there for 23 years.  She 
had three young children and  
St John’s were short of teachers so 
she was encouraged to come back  
to teaching. Fr Sheehy was the  
Parish Priest at the time. 

In her first year back teaching after 
having her children Maureen was 
given a Remedial Composite Class 
with children from Grade 3, Grade 4 
and Grade 5.  There were 15 children 
in the class and their classroom was 
actually not a classroom at all but 
rather the stage of the St John's 
Parish Hall. Whenever Maureen was 
introduced they referred to her as 
“working on the stage”. This made 
people really wonder at times as they 
didn’t understand that she literally 
taught on the stage of our parish hall. 
The class certainly had some 
challenges but Maureen persevered.  

In her first year of teaching at  
St John’s fresh out of Teachers 
College, Elizabeth had well over 40 
children in Grade 5. The classroom 
was off the old corridor. Sister Celine 
was Principal at the school as well as 
teaching Grade 6 and being 
Reverend Mother of the Novitiate. 
She lived in the convent which is now 
part of OLMC.  As Sr Celine was very 

busy Elizabeth was often given  
Sr Celine’s class of 40 plus students 
as well as her own 40 children to 
teach and had to stand at the 
doorway of the connecting 
classrooms and straddle lessons  
and students in both rooms. 

The school building had four 
classrooms along the main corridor 
building and one class out the back 
on top of the tuck-shop, there was 
also a room which was the parish 
social room (now the room behind the 
present St John's School reception) 
and then the hall stage making up the 
seven classrooms in the mid-late 70’s. 

Many will also remember a teacher 
who until a few years ago was also a 
long term parishioner and that is Joan 
Geoghegan. Joan was yet another 
teacher who was persuaded to come 
back and teach by the parish priest as 
good teachers were hard to find. 
Joan was a superb teacher 
particularly of Grade 1 students and 
set them on a great reading path for 
the future. She was looked up to by 
her peers.  Some younger teachers at 
first found it hard to call her Joan and 
not Mrs. Geoghegan and she made 
them phonetically sound out  J O A N 
so they would call her by her given 
name. Joan is now 92 and lives at 
Villa Maria Aged Care in Bundoora 
and enjoys the visits of her teaching 
mates. Another past teacher Elizabeth 
Grist also still lives in the parish. 

In the 70’s & 80’s there was a school 
bus which may of the children who 
lived in the Banyule area of 
Heidelberg caught to and from 
school. The bus ran students from 
Heidelberg to Banyule High School 
and then picked up St John’s children 
along Anderson Street on the return 
journey. Anderson Street was often 
called Catholic Street as there were 
so many families from the parish 
living in and around that area. In the 
afternoon teachers loaded up the bus 
with 15 or more students to go home 
to Banyule. After dropping the  
St John’s students the bus then went 
to Banyule High School and picked 
up the high school students for the 
return journey to Heidelberg. 

continued next page... 
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ST JOHN’S STORIES 

...from previous page 

Emergency teachers did not exist in 
the late 70s and early 80s, so if a 
teacher was on sick leave or had an 
appointment another teacher took 
their own grade plus the grade of 
the teacher who was away – this 
often amounted to nearly 100 
students.  

The Mercy Sisters that taught or 
managed St John’s Primary School 
during that time were Sisters Imelda, 
Celine, Antoinette, Wilma and 
Kathleen. The first lay principal was 
Mary Penny who was appointed in 
1983. Mr. Simon Lorkin was the first 
male teacher to come to St John’s 
since the very first principal who was 
a male. The Sisters at that time were 
not allowed to eat lunch with the lay 
teachers and would go back to the 
convent for lunch. At recess they 
were able to have a drink in a tiny 
little room behind the office.  

School camps did not happen until 
the mid-80’s and the first school 
camps were held at Ballarat, and 
Lovely Banks at Geelong.  School 
picnics took place every year with 
trips to Wattletree Park, Donnybrook 
Springs and the Puffing Billy.  Four 
buses were loaded up and the whole 
school set off for a fun day out. 
Donnybrook Springs was really 
popular for some years even on very 
hot days. Students were able to 
enjoy the playground and the creek 
but then one year at the picnic a 
snake decided to wander across the 
area so that was the last picnic to 
Donnybrook Springs! 

Other school outings were to the 
Arts Centre and Botanical Gardens 
and with a day well over 40°C the 
children were taken to the Botanical 
Gardens after their visit to the Arts 
Centre and allowed to run under the 
garden sprinklers.  On very hot 
summer days sprinklers were also 
turned on at the school in the lower 
yard and Pat Jones,  the principal at 

the time, told children to bring their 
bathers and enjoy getting cool at 
lunch time. With no air-conditioning 
and limited sun blinds on the 
classrooms that faced northwest, 
cooling off at lunch time was much 
appreciated by the students. 
 
Other memories include the day a 
prep student went missing and was 
later found in the lolly aisle of Harry 
Heaths’ Supermarket (now Leo’s). 
The lower yard had a timber paling 
fence with some palings missing. To 
add to the ease of slipping the easy 
way down to the shops a close 
neighbor of the school had added a 
few handmade steps down from the 
lower yard fence so you could just 
go across the playground through 
the fence, down two steps and there 
you were right at Harry Heaths! 
In the early 80s all classes lined up 
in the top playground before going 
into school. All took part in aerobics 
to music for 10 minutes prior to 
school.  The children also had to say, 
“Good morning Sisters and 
Teachers” and often some rather 
mischievous students would say, 

“Good morning sinister creatures”!!!! 
The teachers had to try not to laugh. 

Elizabeth certainly has not retired 
and gives of herself to our Parish as 
our Pastoral Associate in a volunteer 
role.  This role includes coordinating 
the Sacrament Program for those 
students not attending St John’s 
School, writing the wonderful 
prayers of the faithful read during 
the mass each week, coordinating 
the cleaning of the church and 
flowers roster as well as doing the 
altar linen. She makes pastoral visits 
to parishioners who can't get to 
mass and coordinates communion 
services in a local aged care facility.  
She also organizes the seniors 
group the GEMS. Both Maureen and 
Elizabeth love our parish, the church 
and the school and continue to give 
of themselves. They delight in 
seeing and hearing about past 
students they taught and their 
children and keeping in touch with 
old friends and colleagues.  

, the traditional custodians of this land on which our church and school stand.  
The St John's Community joins together in solidarity with our Indigenous brothers  

and sisters, working for justice and reconciliation.  

Mary Cross, Marianne Letts, Cathy, Sr. Wilma, Simon Lorkin, Elizabeth Grist 

Joan Geoghegan, St Antoinette, Mary Penny, Elizabeth Williamson, Maureen Clifford. 
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ST JOHN’S PARISH AGM 

Thursday 4th March, St Frances Xavier Meeting Room 

Annual General Meeting Report 

Welcoming Address by Fr Joel Peart. 
Meeting chaired by president of the 
Parish Council Michelle Robertson. 
There were approximately 35 people 
present and reports were given from 
the various groups within the parish 
including: 

Financial Report – Fr Joel 
distributed a summary of the parish 
finances. He thanked Des O’Brien for 
his services as Chair of the Parish 
Finance Committee. 

Eyrie Magazine – Michelle Penson – 
more feedback and articles wanted 
from parishioners –Being the 
parishes 170th year this year will 
focus on Past, Present & Future. 
Another two volunteers wanted for 
the committee. Sponsorship - 
Advertising of businesses welcome. 

Safeguarding – Michelle Penson – 
self-assessment tool put out by the 
Archdiocese was completed for 
2020, to be revisited in 2021 with 
each group within the parish 
required to submit risk assessments. 
Safeguarding Sunday held in 
February. 

St Johns School – Tim Boyle gave 
the report on behalf of Maureen 
Stella. 

GEMS – Elizabeth Williamson – 
between 15-25 in the group that 
gather each week for games, outings 
and morning tea ages range 
between 70 and 93 years – all 
welcome to join. 

Sacramental Program – Elizabeth 
Williamson – for those not attending 
St John’s primary school. Two 
Catechists and 20 students over the 
three Sacraments – four weeks 
reconciliation, five weeks Eucharist 
and confirmation. Students join with 
St Johns children for the ceremonies. 

Aged Care Facilities – Elizabeth 
Williamson – four volunteers visiting 
and a communion service each 
Thursday as well as individual visits. 

St John’s Tennis Club – Paul Marcon 
– report given by Des O’Brien- 
Introduction of book a court has 
given greater access to members. 
Membership almost 200. Income 
down due to COVID. Future 
expenditure: drainage works 
clubhouse, carpark and entry, 
beautification, and in 2022 
resurfacing. 

St John’s Netball Club –  Andrea 
Pearce – thanks to West Ivanhoe 
Club who made space for us during 
school yard upgrade. Bakers Delight 
Warringal for continued sponsorship. 
Priorities of continue to strengthen 
the culture of the club both in 
emotional wellbeing as well as 
sporting skills. 

Heidelcare – Rosemary Vecchies – 
After 38 years of solid service and 
with 95% of volunteers over 70 some 
over 80 and so much achieved in 
good works for so many Heidelcare 
is dissolved as agreed at its final 
meeting in November 2020. 
Committee thanks all the amazing 
volunteers who have been part of 
this special organisation – they have 
made a difference and given so 
much – well done. 

Vinnies – Sally Tramontana – 
Christmas appeal raised $4,000. 65 
families assisted. 11 members and 
averaging 12 visitations per week.  
Recruitment Membership drive to 
take place. 

 

 

 

Hospital Visitation – Margaret 
Bradley – Visitations take place 
throughout the week to Austin 
Hospital, Warringal Private Hospital 
and Benetas “The Views”.  Patients 
are very grateful in being able to 
receive the Eucharist in their time of 
need. 

Parish Pastoral Council members 
were thanked – Domenica Ashworth, 
Tim Boyle, Margaret Bradley, Moria 
Di Cesare, Karen Frost, Russell  
Lew-Kee, Michelle Robertson. As per 
the constitution when a new priest or 
administrator is appointed to the 
parish all elected members of the 
council offer their resignation. The 
new Parish Priest or Administrator 
may, however ask the Council to 
continue in its role until it is replaced. 
The Council did continue into 2021 
but has now resigned.  

Fr Joel announced that our parish is 
one of ten parishes in the diocese 
that has been invited to take part in a 
Parish Renewal Program being 
trialled by the Archbishop. He has 
accepted the invitation, which 
includes generous sponsorship from 
the diocese. Part of the program 
involves training in leadership and 
management, but also to identify the 
right people and leaders amongst 
the community to assist in realising 
our vision. The new Parish Pastoral 
Council will be formed from this 
program. 
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PARISH PERSONALITIES 

Sister Jean Walton, Religious Sister of Mercy 

The quiet achiever 

Anyone who is part of St John’s 
Catholic Parish Heidelberg has 
undoubtedly come across Sr Jean 
and her wide smile with which she 
imparts love, friendship and 
kindness. Sr Jean has been a 
Religious Sister of Mercy for over 64 
years.  As a child she lived in Yarra 
Street, Heidelberg on the church side 
just before Hawdon Street. I wonder 
if there is anyone else who has 
grown up and lived in our parish and 
is still a dedicated parishioner for 84 
years? I think Sr Jean may hold the 
record.   

What an interesting, dedicated, love 
filled life of giving she has had.  
Sr Jean was the youngest of six 
children in the Walton family. She 
went to St John’s Primary School 

back in 1942 when there was really 
only two formal class rooms plus  
St Monica’s (or the supper room as it 
was called) and then there was the 
stage which was another classroom. 
The principal of St John’s Primary 
school for 22 years was Sr Kostka 
and Sr Jean as a young pupil at the 
time was effected deeply by  
Sr Kostka who on the day she left 
wrote on the board “Goodbye my 
dear little ones pray for me always”.  

Sr Jean fondly remembers dances in 
the hall and school balls at the 
Heidelberg Town Hall. One particular 
ball she had a new dress and was 
looking forward to wearing it when 
she tried the dress on it was found 
she had the measles so didn’t get to 
go to the ball or wear the dress! 
Concerts were popular in the parish 
in those days with memories of John 
Lannigan singing opera as well as 
Kevin Kidney. Sr Jean was part of the 
Catholic interschool winning 
basketball team. 

At the very young age of 13 she 
received God’s call and knew she 
wanted to be a religious sister.  Her 
parents thought her too young and 
went to visit the Mother Superior at 
the Rosanna convent. They agreed 
that she join the Juniorette at 
Geelong to complete her schooling.  

At 17 years of age she was accepted 
into the novitiate at Rosanna Convent 
in 1955. There were about 100 
professed Sisters, Novices and 
Postulants living there at the time. 
She was worried about the expense 
on her family as the material for the 
habits and clothing along with other 
supplies, like 12 bars of velvet soap, 
all put strains on her family’s 
finances. The convent had strict rules 
and regulations and she only got to 
see her family for an hour a month in 
the lounge at the convent.  Jean was 
professed in 1957.   

 

KUMON HEIDELBERG EDUCATION CENTRE 

187 Burgundy Street 

Instructor: Maureen Hegarty 

Tel: 0423 877 736 
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PARISH PERSONALITIES 

Sr Jean’s early ministry appointments 
included supporting children in care 
at South Melbourne, Highton and 
Black Rock.  She undertook her 
Mothercraft Nursing training at the 
Grey Sisters (now known as the 
Family Care Sisters) and worked in 
the special care nursery at the Mercy 
Maternity Hospital East Melbourne. 
She so loved the babies. Sr Jean 
also completed two years of training 
to be a Stat Enrolled Nurse. 

In 1984 the Bishop of Gujrat in 
Southern Pakistan wrote to the 
Leader of the Mercy Sisters 
requesting some Sisters to assist in 
the hospital and school.  Sr Jean 
prayed deeply about her decision 
and volunteered to go to Pakistan.  
Sr Jean along with four other Mercy 
Sisters learnt Urdu, the national 
language, for three months first at 
the language school. The Mercy 
Sisters dressed in the Shalwz-
chemise the dress of the Pakistani 
women. 

After the first seven years in South 
Pakistan Sr Jean moved to Peshawar 
near the Afghan border for seven 
more years. As well as working with 
Afghan refugee children, she visited 
women in the jails, listening 
compassionately to their stories as 

well as delivering them much 
needed soap and food such as rice. 
After 14 years in Pakistan at age 60, 
Sr Jean returned to Australia and the 
Sisters welcomed her appointment to 
live in Heidelberg.   

Sr Majorie was due to retire from her 
Pastoral Care work at the Austin 
hospital and a replacement was 
needed. Fr Anthony Girolami spied a 
lady of many talents and invited  
Sr Jean to be involved in Pastoral 
Care work at the Austin.  Sr Jean 
loved this ministry where she worked 
four days a week for over eight 
years. Her love of giving to others 
and using that smile, sitting, being 
with, listening and praying with 
patients. She loved her work and 
was much loved by all at the Austin 
Hospital.  After this Sr Jean still didn’t 
officially retire as she then 
volunteered to work with Vinnies.  

After two hip operations in 2015 and 
2017 she is still unstoppable! 
Although she says she is “officially 
now retired” she delights in still 
giving of herself for others and visits 
lots of people in nursing homes, 
rings others up and really enjoys 
time with her dear brother Frank and 
extended family members.    

A very humble servant of the Lord,  
Sr Jean loves Heidelberg and  
St Johns Parish and says: 

“I am grateful for God’s continued 
support and love in my life and I 
am so grateful to the Sisters of 
Mercy with whom I continue to 
share my life.”  

www.berloniapplicances.com.au 
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Maureen Stella, St John’s Principal 

Term One, 2021 

THE SCHOOL REPORT 

Our goal at St John’s is encapsulated 
in the words from the Catholic 
Education Melbourne, Horizons of 
Hope framework: 

 “At the very heart of each Catholic 
school is a desire for the full 
flourishing of each student, across 
religious, physical, cognitive, 
emotional and social domains.”  

As I often say, it is indeed a privilege, 
as Principal at St John’s  to be 
working in partnership with staff, 
school families and the parish 
community in the best interests of 
our wonderful students. 

This term, it has been such a joy to 
hear the laughter and shouts of 
excitement as our students begin to 
use our new Middle/Senior school 
playground equipment and garden 
spaces, including a new sandpit, 
outdoor shaded classroom, outside 
lift and ramp on the bottom yard.  
The top yard playground is nearing 
completion and will provide our 
students with new Junior school play 
equipment, a stage with shade sails, 
new bike racks, drink taps and a 
Kitchen Garden. Our students will be 
invited to help with the planting of 
the new garden spaces, including 
our new school entry off Cape St, 
near the Parish Hall. 

Our Beginning of the School Year 
Mass, enabled us to come together 
as a school community; staff, 
students and families, as we 
celebrated the beginning of the  
2021 school year and warmly 
welcomed new staff, Miss Lana 
Brockenshire - Year 6 teacher and 
Sports Coordinator, Mrs Suzanne 
Bravo - Learning Support Officer and 
Mrs Marnie Power - eLearning 
Leader, STEM and Digital 

Technologies Teacher, as well as a 
number of new students and their 
families, including our enthusiastic 
Prep students. Our Year 6 student 
leaders were presented with their 
badges and blessed by Fr Joel.  

We trust that the 2021 school year at 
St John’s will be enjoyable and filled 
with many new learning experiences 
and opportunities for us all. 
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THE SCHOOL REPORT 

Our new St John’s Preps 
What a wonderful start to the year it 
has been for the 2021 Prep students 
at St John’s Primary School. Prep C 
taught by Miss Nicole Costin and 
Prep WG taught by Ms Chantelle 
Wegner (Monday-Thursday) and  
Mrs Rebecca Georgiou (Fridays), 
have been busy learning many 
exciting new skills, experiencing 
school life and making new friends.  

The prep teachers asked their 
classes what they like most about 

being at school. These were some 
students' responses.  

“I have loved playing sport”- Riley 

“I have loved playing on the 
playground”- Francesca 

“I have loved making numbers in 
different ways”- Zara M 

“I have loved learning new things”- 
Peter 

“I have loved playing with my new 

friends” - Susana  

“I have loved  learning all about the 
letters of the alphabet” - George 

“I have loved making different things  

for each letter like our helicopters and 
rockets” - Javier 

“I have loved getting to know and play 
with my buddy” - Jacqueline 

We look forward to seeing the Preps 
grow over the year!  

What a lovely celebration it was on 
Saturday February 20th for our 
2020 Year 6 students’ Confirmation 
at 10:30am and 12:30pm in St John’s 
church. Fr Joel led the congregation 
as we prayed for the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit to be delivered upon these 
students. Thank you to last year’s 
teachers, Brooke, Wayne and Erin 
for their preparation of the students 
in 2020, Connie and Elizabeth 
Williamson (Parish Liturgy Assistant) 

for their organisation, as well as  
Fr Joel and also Sue who attended 
the Confirmation at 12:30pm with 
myself, Connie, Wayne and Brooke 
and Erin and Connie at 10:30am. 

Year 6 2020 Confirmation 
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Parishioner and volunteer for over 40 years 

Donna Richardson 

WHO’S IN THE PEW? 

Donna Richardson has been a 
parishioner of St John’s for over 40 
years.  Originally from Perth, Donna 
is an Australian Catholic Netball 
Champion and was in the Australian 
7 for four years. She was also in 
Victoria’s State team for one year. 
Married to Max (a rather famous 
Collingwood footballer in his day) 
they have two daughters, Nicole and 
Natalie, and two grandsons. When 
Donna and Max were newly married 
49 years ago, they moved from Perth 
to Melbourne and for many years 
lived next door to the Shepherdson 
family, who Donna says were her 
“lifesavers” in Victoria. 

We caught up with Donna to 
reminisce about the school 
Tuckshop which Donna ran for some 
years in the 80’s and volunteered for 
many others. There was a roster of 
mums to help but Donna organised 
the cleaning, ordering and the 
weekly roster. Back then, tuckshop at 
St John’s was in the lower room near 
the lower yard. It was really cold in 
the winter months and even the pie 
warmers didn’t make the tuckshop 
kitchen warm! 

Donna made sure the tuckshop was 
a profitable concern with all monies 
going on equipment for the school. 
She had her Uncle Bill (who had a 
local chocolate factory, Craig and 
Hales, in Collingwood) donate 
chocolates in the form of Chocolate 

Bananas and Choc Mates (or 
cobbers), and she sold them 
together with other goodies at 
playtime and lunch time, along with 
icy poles in the summer months.  
In the winter the tuckshop sold soup 
and the children had to sit and have 
their soup quietly in the art room 
next to the tuckshop before going 
out to play in the yard. Back then, 
lunch orders were written on a brown 
paper bag and the money for the 
order was put inside the bag. The 
orders (and any change due) were 
then put in the bag and sent to the 
classrooms. Lunch orders were a 
special treat for most children in 
those days. 

As well as running the tuckshop, 
Donna was also a very active 
member of the Mothers’ Club. She 
assisted in book-covering, library and 
interschool sports, helped coach the 
school swimming squad and 
volunteered on sports days and 
outings. As netball coach, she was 
very successful with the  
St John’s school teams in the 
interschool competitions and later 
started up a ladies netball group.  
For many years, Donna was also 
involved in assisting with socials and 
playing at St John’s Tennis Club. 
Donna is one of those people who 
was always there to help and serve; 
she transported many people who 
didn’t drive when they were in need 
and is a caring networker. 

A highlight Donna mentions is being 
a representative of our parish at the 
Papal Visit in 1986 where, along with 
other parishioners Peter Peyton and 
Des O’Brien, she was a marshal at 
the showgrounds. Donna was up 
very close to the Pope Mobile.   

You will recognise Donna’s face as 
she has been on the Special Minister 
of the Eucharist roster for as long as 
the roster has been in place at  
St John’s.  You could say she is part 
of the rich fabric of volunteers in our 
parish that quietly put in so much 
over so many years. She always has 
a smile, a friendly word and is still 
generous in giving of herself to 
others.    
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Maureen Howard, President of St John’s Mother’s Club 

Mother’s Club in the 70’s 

PARISH MEMORIES 

The Mothers Club was well and truly 
established when I first became 
associated with St Johns School.    
As a new mother in 1970 it provided 
me with social contact and a sense 
of belonging in the parish and along 
the way had a lot of fun.   

I think one of my earliest memories 
of participation was the lamington 
drive.  I don’t know who made the 
frames - like a flywire door with 
chicken wire to allow excess coconut 
to fall to the floor covered with 
newspaper- a veritable hive of 
industry.  Quantities of golden 
sponge cut into suitable sized pieces 
dunked into the cocoa and icing 
sugar mixture and desiccated 
coconut.   I don’t know how many 
lamingtons were made, but it was 
lots. Orders had to be placed days 
before and then distributed via the 
children.  A great fundraiser even if 
we all went home feeling very sticky 
and the pre-schoolers high on 
sugar.    

The fete was always a 
highlight.  Months of preparation, 
with sewing bees, the cake stall and 
spinning wheel, garden stall, trash 
and treasure and fancy goods was 
my thing...  I haunted Balls in 
Richmond for bargain fabrics, found 
the bias binding company in 
Swanston Street and then made 
aprons by the dozen - they all got 
sold.  One year we made Christmas 
decorations, sequins and ribbons 
onto polystyrene balls.  When potato 
and onion bags made from hessian 

were fashionable we sold them too, 
materials bought from Rodrigues 
factory in Prahran, we finished them 
off, and were lucky enough to get 
seconds of their famous tea towels.  

“The monthly meeting was 
always well attended and 
every year there was the 
inevitable discussion: Do we 
sell lollies in the tuckshop? 
I couldn’t begin to tell you how 
much time we spent on that 
one, but of course it wasn’t the 
meeting but the hours of talk 
after, I regularly came home 
after midnight!” 

Another year we acquired  lots of 
checked cotton from Chiara Comito 
and so Judith Dwyer, a skilled 
tailoress who trained at the famous 
La Petite boutique in Collins Street, 
cut out boys shortie pyjamas and the 
sewing ladies had their machines 
whirring furiously.  Of course, lunch 
was provided, and the children were 
collected at 3.30.  I even had my 
mother Kit and Auntie Pat filling 
sausage dog draught stoppers with 
sawdust from Danaher’s for the price 
of a lunchtime sandwich and a glass 
of (cask) wine.   

They were great days, not only did 
we raise funds for the school but we 
formed and made friendships that 
still endure.   It wasn’t all work 
though, we had such fun times with 
dinner dances, progressive dinners, 
and fashion parades.  The Oaks Day 

excursion was a highlight for a few 
years.  Not forgetting the fathers, 
they too contributed, in the form of 
working bees around the school 
grounds.       
 
There are so many mothers and 
parents who made a great 
contribution and a lot of their work 
morphed into the St Johns Tennis 
where we also enjoyed many happy 
times playing Tuesday Ladies 
competition, but that’s a story for 
another issue. 
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Charlie Bourke, St John’s School Captain 2020 

My Confirmation 

ST JOHN’S SACRAMENTS 

My names Charlie Bourke, and I was 
School Captain of St Johns in 
2020. 2020 was a tough year as we 
had Covid-19. My school had to do 
online learning so that meant we had 
to postpone a lot of things, one of 
those things being the Year 6’s 
Confirmation. To be honest, I was 
fine with it being postponed. It was 
nice to see each of us a couple of 
months after primary school ended.   
  
The school priest (Father Joel) was 
the one to give us the Holy Spirit. It 
was very special to my year that we 
got to watch Father Joel run the 
confirmation since the Archbishop 
usually runs it. I remember watching 
my sister’s confirmation at St Patricks 
Cathedral and seeing the Archbishop 
giving the Holy Spirit to her year. 
Another thing that was different was 
the place of our confirmation. We did 
it at St Johns Parish Church rather 
than St Patricks Cathedral. It was a 
bit weird, but it ran smoothly.  
  
I took the name of my cousin, 
Patrick. I took the name Patrick 
because of St Patrick, as he is 
inspiring and lived in Ireland and I am 
part Irish, my uncle was born on  
St Patrick’s Day, and my pop’s 
middle name is Patrick.  
  

The sacrament of Confirmation is 
about being gifted the holy spirit, 
sealing the Christianity created in 
baptism, and getting closer to god. 
This will help my life journey by 
striving for the highest in life as I 
know the Holy Spirit is a part of me.  
I know that God will always help me 

in things I will struggle in, so I thank 
him. I know that if I ask for too much, 
he will not give it to me, so I thank 
him. And I know that I will always 
be a part of his family, so I thank 
him.   
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Parish Priest, St John’s Heidelberg 

Fr Joel 

THE FINAL WORD 

We have a number of beautiful 
symbols in our Catholic faith that are 
showcased especially at Easter. 
Possibly the most brilliant – pun 
intended – is that of light. Along with 
water for those to be baptised, it’s 
the one great natural elements that 
we incorporate into our religion to 
give God some of his own glory back 
to him.  

In the beginning, out of darkness 
God said “Let there be light” and 
there was light. The beginning of 
creation and the first step in the 
ordering of the world and it begins 
with an illumination. It all follows from 
that first command. It was a creation 
that God declared good, and it still is, 
but not as good. 

Through Satan, Prince of Darkness, 
sin entered the world. And that sin 
dimmed the light of God’s creation 
What a tragedy that is in itself – 
Lucifer meaning ‘light bearer’ – gives 
up his light for sin and darkness. And 
he drags us down with him - dulling 
both our intellect and our will. Instead 
of confidently pursuing and carrying 
out God’s purposes we stumble 
about, often heading in the wrong 
direction.  

So the story of salvation plays out. 
And then God sends his Son in the 
person of Jesus. He is as we say in 
the Nicene Creed– LIGHT from Light, 
true God from true God. When he 
was completing what he came into 
the world for, darkness covered the 
whole world at the 9th hour on the 
first Good Friday and Christ yielded 
up his Spirit. It was indeed the hour 
of darkness.  

Just when it seemed as if the Light 
had been extinguished and Satan 
had won, the Light breaks forth from 
the tomb in literally an earth-
shattering manner; the brightness of 
a new day dawns, the day of the Lord 
fittingly called Sun-day. And like that 
first light at the beginning, this light 
too is a new creation.  

So we have the light to guide us, but 
we too need to set ourselves alight 
with this light of Christ. and then go 
forth and share that light with others. 
It does sound all cosy and warm, but 
there is a cost. For anything to burn 
bright it needs to give of itself and be 
consumed. Like Christ, we need to 
continue giving of ourselves for the 
spreading of the Gospel until we are 
burnt out.  

We can do so with confidence 
though. For as the final book of the 
bible reveals to us, the place that we 
are promised as faithful servants is a 
place where we do not need lamp 
light or sunlight but where the glory 
of God illumines the city and Jesus 
Christ the Lamb is its light (Rev 22:5). 
May all of us and those whom we 
love be worthy of this great reward. 

 

Happy Easter! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Good Friday 2nd April 

Stations of the Cross at 11am in the 
church.  

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
 at 3pm. 

 

Holy Saturday 3rd April 

Easter Vigil at 8pm. 

(no morning mass) 

 

Easter Sunday 4th April 

Mass at 8:30am and 10:30am. 

(no evening mass) 

 

Saturday 1st, 8th, 15th and 
22nd May 

St John’s Parish First Eucharist. 

 

Sunday 2nd May 

Art and Craft Market in Parish Hall. 
Funds raised go to St Vinnies 

Conference in Heidelberg. 

 

Tuesday 25th May 

Cancer Council Biggest Morning Tea  
in Parish Hall. 

 

Sunday 20th June 

Annual Parish Luncheon. 

 

Sunday 1st August 

St John’s Parish Confirmation. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eyrie 
 

OUR TEAM 

     Editorial •  Michelle Penson   

 Design & Layout • Margherita Bechelli   

     Printer • Peter Burke 

 

YOUR FEEDBACK WELCOME 

heidelberg.eyrie@cam.org.au 

 52 Yarra Street, Heidelberg 3084 

 

The views, thoughts and opinions 
expressed in this publication are  
those of the individual authors  

and should not be interpreted as  
theology or moral and ethical  

teaching.  

This year we celebrate 170 
years of our parish of  
St John’s Heidelberg 

This issue has focused on our past; 
next issue will feature our life in the 
present. Please submit your stories 
and photos to the Parish office or 

heidelberg.eyrie@cam.org.au 

 

 

Help needed! 

We need volunteers to assist in the 
publication of The Eyrie magazine. 

We need your ideas for articles, 
proofreading and production skills. 

If you are able to help, please 
contact Michelle Penson or 

Margherita Bechelli. 


