Homily at Mass Christ the King Year B – 25 November 2018
The Word of God presents us with a great contrast today. On the one hand in the Gospel, we see Jesus standing before Pilate: the story of his suffering and death on the Cross is well underway. Jesus has been arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, he has appeared before the Jewish Temple leaders and King Herod. He has already been hit and punched and spat on. Jesus who stands before Pilate must be covered in bruises as well as exhausted from no sleep for nearly 24 hours. Soon he will endure the cruel scourge of the Romans, and then carry the Cross to Calvary – crucifixion, death.
On the other hand we behold Christ in glory. The Old Testament prophet Daniel sees him coming on the clouds, he is Lord, King, Master. St John beholds Christ coming on the clouds, “the Ruler of the kings of the earth”, his hands and feet still pierced by the nails, but he is now Lord of all nations and peoples, the eternal God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the source and fulfilment of all things. In him you and I find our origin, our beginnings. Jesus Christ is the Lord of life. He is also our mighty champion, our hero who shares his life and his reign, his kingdom and his victory with us. We rejoice in Christ, our King and Lord. We rejoice that we are his people, bathed and redeemed in his saving blood.
The job of any Roman governor was to keep the peace – to maintain the Pax Romana. The Romans controlled their vast empire by controlling not only the population but by keeping local leaders on a tight leash. Herod, the king of the Jews, had limited powers, the Romans flattered him and Herod made sure that the Romans could always be confident of his loyalty and cooperation. Pilate had a tough gig as governor of Palestine, but he did well – whatever the Gospels say about him, other first century writers attest to his toughness: Pilate was decisive, realistic, brutal, tolerant, but ready to pounce on any hint of civil disorder, anything which might disturb Roman rule. Pilate had no interest in solving Jewish religious questions – but he wasn’t going to tolerate some new upstart local king, some rabble rouser, someone who could lead a popular rebellion. Pilate had one quick solution to this sort of problem: death, and the worst sort of death at that: crucifixion.
Jesus, of course, makes no claim to be an earthly king. “My kingdom is not of this world” he tells Pilate. The preface of today’s Mass tells us about the kingdom of Jesus:

“he is king of an eternal and universal kingdom …
a kingdom of truth and life
a kingdom of holiness and grace

a kingdom of justice, love and peace”.

This is the sort of kingdom we pray for – we long for – we seek to build – when we pray “thy Kingdom come”. When the Pope seeks to intervene in the world’s political affairs he is not wanting to exercise political influence, or to win a popular vote, but to extend the reign, the influence, the goodness of Christ’s kingdom. When we cast our vote yesterday we were certainly fulfilling our responsibility as a citizen, but we were also trying to influence the political process for the common good, the happiness, the welfare of all Victorians. Every Sunday the Prayers of the Faithful include a petition for our society, our political leaders, judges and those who serve the state and maintain public order. In this way, please God, we extend and serve Christ’s kingdom of “justice, love and peace”.
The Church also sings of Christ’s kingdom of “truth and life, holiness and grace”. Today Jesus testifies to the truth before Pilate. We all know Pilate’s cynical reply: “Truth, what is that?” It’s a question that many people ask today. Pope Benedict calls it the “dictatorship of relativism”. By this he means the line we hear every so often, “my truth” “what is true for me”. Just over a year ago the truth about marriage was put to a popular vote. The Parliament of Tasmania is legislating so that birth certificates need not indicate whether a newborn baby is male or female. A society needs truth in order to prosper. All of us need truth so that our relationships remain on a level footing, and we can trust one another. Secrets and lies destroy trust. We Catholics, and especially priests, feel the shame of those who kept a lid on terrible crimes against children in past decades. Please God we live in a time now when integrity and honesty will always characterise the voice of the Church and her bishops and priests, and give strength and conviction to the Gospel all of us seek to live, believe and share.
The kingdom of Jesus is a kingdom of “holiness and grace”. Jesus Christ “ loves us and has washed away our sins with his blood”. The blood of Christ, pouring from his pierced side on the Cross, is the source of holiness and grace. This blood washes and purifies, this blood heals us and mades us holy, this blood is the Eucharist we celebrate and receive each Sunday.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega

says the Lord God,

who is, who was, and who is to come,

the Almighty”
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