
COME AS YOUR ARE,  
THAT’S HOW I WANT YOU. 
COME AS YOU ARE,  
FEEL QUITE AT HOME. 
CLOSE TO MY HEART,  
LOVED AND FORGIVEN; 
COME AS YOU ARE, WHY STAND ALONE? 
 
NO NEED TO FEAR,  
LOVE SETS NO LIMITS. 
NO NEED TO FEAR, LOVE NEVER ENDS. 
DON’T RUN AWAY  
SHAMED AND DISHEARTENED. 
REST IN MY LOVE, TRUST ME AGAIN. 
 

1-Pray for people who are infected with COVID-19 or 
facing quarantine. 
Jesus, during Your ministry on Earth You showed Your 
power and caring by healing people of all ages and stations 
of life from physical, mental, and spiritual ailments. Be 
present now to people who need Your loving touch because 
of COVID-19. May they feel Your power of healing through 
the care of doctors and nurses.  
Take away the fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation from 
people receiving treatment or under quarantine. Give them a 
sense of purpose in pursuing health and protecting others 
from exposure to the disease. Protect their families and 
friends and bring peace to all who love them.  
 
2-Pray for people at higher risk of developing the 
disease. 
Dear Lord, we lift to You our concern for people who are 
more likely than others to become severely ill from COVID-
19 — the elderly and people with chronic health conditions. 
Protect them from harm and be their comfort in this time of 
uncertainty and, for many, preventive isolation from loved 
ones. 
 
3-Pray for medical professionals, caregivers, and 
researchers responsible for fighting the new 
coronavirus. 
God, as more people get sick, healthcare workers and first 
responders are working longer hours with fewer supplies 
and with more risk of contracting the new coronavirus 
themselves. Renew their energy and sustain them on long 
shifts. Bring Your protection upon them as they work with 
patients. Multiply their supplies so they have the protective 
items needed to stay safe on the job.  
Inspire and invigorate the research doctors developing 
better tests to diagnose the virus, create vaccines to prevent 
it, and identify protocols to eliminate the disease’s spread. 
 
4-Pray for leaders responsible for making decisions 
about the new coronavirus. 
Father, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people making 
decisions that affect the lives and futures of our families, 
communities, countries, and the wider world. We pray that 
they communicate clearly, truthfully, and calmly — with each 
other and with the public — and that their messages are 
received and heeded. May truth and empathy be the 
touchstones of people setting policies for our protection. 

5-Pray for families adjusting to new ways of life. 
Holy Spirit, as families adjust to everyone being home as 
businesses and schools close, we ask that You guide people 
in their new realities. Give spouses grace for each other. 
Prompt worn-out parents to speak words of kindness and 
encouragement to their children. Help children find creative 
ways to experience the beauty of all You have created and 
continue learning. 
 
6-Pray for business owners and families facing financial 
stress. 
Jesus, we thank You for Your faithfulness in how you have 
guided and equipped people in their jobs and have provided in 
the past. It can be scary and overwhelming not knowing how 
bills and obligations will be met or to not be able to provide for 
families. As people feel financial strain during the uncertainty, 
bring them comfort and peace, reminding them that You are 
there for them. Provide for them in their times of need. 
 
7-Pray for grocery store workers and delivery drivers. 
Lord, we are so grateful for all the people who continue to 
work each day so that people are able to eat. We ask that You 
bless and protect them as they serve. Give them grace to 
handle disgruntled customers during supplies shortages. Keep 
their bodies healthy as they unload and stock boxes of 
supplies. Keep their cars and trucks running smoothly as they 
deliver needed supplies and food people have ordered online. 
And please protect them all from contracting the new 
coronavirus. 
 
8-Pray for the disease to stop spreading. 
Almighty God, we know that everything is in Your sovereign 
control. We ask that You keep this new coronavirus from 
continuing to spread. Give government officials the ability to 
safely handle people arriving from other countries. Help 
people decide to stay home instead of traveling or going out 
needlessly. Holy Spirit, remind people to wash their hands 
properly. And while it may be heartbreaking, comfort families 
as they decide to keep their distance from elderly or other 
high-risk family members. 
 

9-For those who died of the COVID-19, may God grant them 
eternal rest, and we pray for their families, may the Lord give 
them strength during this time of loss. 



 

 

GLORIA           

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten  

Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING              Acts 2:1-11 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the 

Apostles. 
 

When Pentecost day came round, they 

had all met in one room, when 

suddenly they heard what sounded like 

a powerful wind from heaven, the noise 

of which filled the entire house in 

which they were sitting; and something 

appeared to them that seemed like 

tongues of fire; these separated and 

came to rest on the head of each of 

them. They were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign 

languages as the Spirit gave them the 

gift of speech.  Now there were devout 

men living in Jerusalem from every 

nation under heaven, and at this sound 

they all assembled, each one 

bewildered to hear these men speaking 

his own language. They were amazed 

and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all 

these men speaking are Galileans? 

How does it happen that each of us 

hears them in his own native language? 

Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people 

from Mesopotamia, Judaea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors 

from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike 

– Cretans and Arabs; we hear them 

preaching in our own language about 

the marvels of God.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     
Psalm 103:1,24,29-31,34 

 

R.  Send forth your spirit, O Lord,  

     and renew the face of the earth. 
 

1. Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord 

God, how great you are, How 

many are your works, O Lord!  

The earth is full of your riches.  R.   

   

2.  You take back your spirit, they die, 

 returning to the dust from which 

they came.  You send forth your 

spirit, they are created; and you 

renew the face of the earth.      R. 

 

3.  May the glory of the Lord last for 

ever!  May the Lord rejoice in his 

works!  May my thoughts be 

pleasing to him.  I find my joy in 

the Lord.                   R.                   
 

SECOND READING   
1 Cor 12:3-7,12-13 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. 

Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless 

he is under the influence of the Holy 

Spirit.  There is a variety of gifts but 

always the same Spirit; there are all 

sorts of service to be done, but always 

to the same Lord; working in all sorts 

of different ways in different people, it 

is the same God who is working in all 

of them. The particular way in which 

the Spirit is given to each person is for 

a good purpose. Just as a human body, 

though it is made up of many parts, is a 

single unit because all these parts, 

though many, make one body, so it is 

with Christ. In the one Spirit we were 

all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, 

slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit 

was given to us all to drink.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 

your faithful and kindle in them the 

fire of your love. 

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL             John 20:19-23 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to John. 

 

In the evening of the first day of the 

week, the doors were closed in the 

room where the disciples were, for fear 

of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 

among them. He said to them, ‘Peace 

be with you’, and showed them his 

hands and his side. The disciples were 

filled with joy when they saw the Lord, 

and he said to them again, ‘Peace be 

with you. 

‘As the Father sent me, 

so am I sending you.’ 

After saying this he breathed on them 

and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

For those whose sins you forgive, 

they are forgiven; 

for those whose sins you retain, 

they are retained.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

CREED   
 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,   
(All bow during these two lines) 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again  

from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God  

the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge  

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting.    

Amen.  

 31st May 2020 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 



 

ST PAUL’S PARISH 
562 SYDNEY ROAD, COBURG. VIC 3058 

Tel: 9354-1564  
Email: stpaulcoburg@yahoo.com.au 

Website: cam.org.au/coburg 
Parish Priest: Fr. Raymond Bugeja 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Loretta Meilak 
St Paul’s School Principal: Mrs Maria Mercuri 

School Tel: 9354-8970 
St Paul’s Parish strives to create an environment where children are safe, respected 

and cared for. 

 

  

MASSES:   
Weekends:   Saturday:  6:00 pm (vigil),  
                                         8.00pm (Neo Catechumenate) 
                    Sunday:    9:00am, 10.30am (Italian),  
Weekdays:   Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri:   10.00 am. 
CONFESSIONS:   Saturdays - 11am and 6.45pm  
CHILDREN’S LITURGY:1st & 3rd Sunday of month-9am Mass 
ADORATION: First Friday of the month: 10.30 am to 12pm  
BAPTISMS:  Sundays at 12.00 pm. 
BAPTISM PREPERATION MEETINGS: Once Monthly 
MARRIAGE PREP MEETINGS: Wed 8pm or Sat 4pm 
WEDDING REHEARSALS: Mon or Fri – 8pm 
COMMUNION TO THE HOUSEBOUND:  Thurs & Fri. 
COMMUNION TO SICK at Bupa & Northern Gardens: 
every 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month.  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  2 times a year (Lent & Advent). 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10am 
YOUTH & KIDS GROUP: 4th Friday of the month.   
ITALIAN PRAYER GROUP:  Wednesdays at 10.30 am 
Legion of Mary: Monday mornings at 10.30 am. 
Knights of the Southern Cross: Monday mornings. 
ANNUAL ITALIAN FEASTS 2020: 
St Joseph:  Sun 15th March at 2pm. 
Way of the Cross:  Good Friday at 7pm. 
St Anthony: Sun 14th June at 10.30am 
St Gregory:  Sun 15th Nov at 10.30 am. 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel: Sun 29th Nov at 2pm. 
St Lucy:  Sun 6th Dec at 2pm. 
 
 

 

NOTICES: 
 

CDFPAY FOR PARISHES  ONLINE 
PAYMENT PORTAL  
During this time, when visits to our Church are 
restricted, we are striving to ensure that our 
parishioners remain connected through new  

and creative pastoral programmes. While we continue to help 
those in our community the parish continues to incur ongoing 
overhead costs and we need your help. 
The good news is that Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne have partnered to build an online 
parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes.  
This site enables you to make quick and easy online 
thanksgiving payments – you can set-up a recurring payment, 
or you can choose a one-off offering.  
The St Paul’s Catholic Church, Coburg site is live and can be 
found via this link CDFpay for Coburg 

https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/donate.aspx?event
Id=52905&spid=5635719 
 
Alternatively, those who use sacrificial giving envelopes might 
consider dropping their envelopes off at the Parish Office. 
Thank you for your commitment to the parish. It is deeply 
appreciated. 
Please be assured that in my daily private mass I am earnestly 
praying for you, your families and all parish intentions. 

 
 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:   
Mon - Friday: 10.30am to 3.30 pm.  
For general enquiries, please call 9354-1564. 
 

JOKE OF THE WEEK: 

 

 

mailto:stpaulcoburg@yahoo.com.au
https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/donate.aspx?eventId=52905&spid=5635719
https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/donate.aspx?eventId=52905&spid=5635719
https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/donate.aspx?eventId=52905&spid=5635719


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR 
 
 

We pray for those in our local community who are sick and 
vulnerable: may they see in us the followers of a God who 
heals and serves. 
Let us pray for those who have died recently: Joe 
Farrugia, all Souls, Alfred Ciantar, and those whose 
anniversaries we remember at this time:  that they may 
enter the peace of God. 
 
 
 

NEWS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 
 

IMPORTANT NEWS. REOPENING OF ST PAUL’S, 
COBURG.  Anyone who would like to participate in the 
weekend Eucharist need to book, by calling the parish 
office (93541564) to confirm his/her booking, for the 
following weekend; the booking has to be made by 
Thursday, prior to the weekend.  Only the first 20 
bookings can attend.  As from the third weekend of 
June, 50 people can attend.  Thank you for your 
sacrifice, discipline, understanding and cooperation.                        
Fr Ray 
 
CHANGES TO ACCESS FOR CHURCHES AND PLACES OF 
WORSHIP. A letter from the Bishops of Victoria.                             
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,                                                           
Throughout this situation of the Coronavirus pandemic our 
prayers and solidarity have been with you all, and will continue to 
guide the challenging decisions we have been called to make. 
Despite the many weeks of worry and social restrictions, we are 
delighted that as of 11.59pm yesterday, Tuesday 12 May 2020, 
churches in Victoria may now be open in certain circumstances.  
 
This opportunity for small gatherings and for some quiet 
moments of prayer in the sacramental presence of Our Lord is a 
gentle first step in the right direction, and rightly a moment of 
rejoicing for God’s people. We are pleased to work constructively 
with our communities to make appropriate adjustments. Strict 
restrictions still govern our actions due to the risks of COVID-19 
and we are all being asked to show patience and fortitude.                                                                                       
 
Each Diocese is communicating with their parishes about how 
various ministries, including sacramental care, will be conducted 
in this first stage of the easing of social restrictions. We wish to 
be fully compliant with the directives that apply across Victoria, 
so that we ensure the protection of elderly and vulnerable people, 
and work together for the common good of our communities.                                                                                                                                    
The conditions under which a church can be open include a 
collection of contact details (for the purposes of contact-tracing if 
it becomes necessary), strict monitoring of numbers, ongoing 
hygiene requirements, publicising the scheduled times for private 
worship, and public worship limited to ten people at a time.                                                                                    
 
Arrangements for liturgies and access to churches while ensuring 
these conditions are met will vary, depending on the facilities and 
resources that are available in each particular community. We 
recognise that deciding on these arrangements and putting them 
in place is not straightforward, and we ask for patience and 
understanding during this time. This new stage of restrictions is 
subject to changing guidance that we receive from the State 
Government authorities, and we are advised this will be reviewed 
at the end of May.                       
 
After a difficult time for all of us, including many new pressures 
on families and great challenges for healthcare and emergency 
workers, we share in the disappointment that social restrictions 
are likely to continue for some time.                 
Nevertheless, we act with one accord in doing what is most 
prudent and loving for the sake of those most susceptible to the 
virus. We rejoice that Christ is with us and will walk with us as we 

begin the long journey out of the current stage of restrictions.                         
Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus. 

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP: 
 

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:7)  
 
To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit you must open your heart 
and invite Him in! Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your thoughts, 
words, and actions every day! Be grateful for all the gifts God 
has given you! Regardless of our individual circumstances, 
God has given all of us many blessings. What we do with those 
gifts is our gift back to God! By generously sharing everything 
we have and everything we are, we become more “God-
centered” and less “self-centered” and our lives truly reflect 
God’s light, love, and mercy. 
 

REFLECTION: “Pentecost Joy” 
 

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And…he 
breathed on them… John 20:21-22 
 
Have you ever felt a surge of joy and hope that flowed out in 
your body? Into a dance or song, an embrace of someone, the 
fling of a football or maybe just the pouring forth of words from 
joyful lips? Pentecost overflows with joy like that and more. 
Pentecost invites us to be boundless and free. The joy of 
Pentecost can melt fear and division like butter on a hot day. 
What’s all the Pentecost joy about? John reports a single 
sentence of Jesus that says it all. He is here with us, and so the 
Father is here, and so the Spirit is here. Church teaching 
names this the three persons of the Divine Trinity. We know the 
Trinity in our lives as Christians because we are invited into this 
eternal love embrace— this overflowing joy and power. The life 
of the Spirit of God breaks the barriers between humans and 
allows real relationship, exactly what we long for most. It is the 
life of the Church. 
Fill us with your Spirit, O Lord.          

Mary Marrocco 
 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK  
 

 

That through gratitude and generosity, we learn to open our 
heart and invite the Holy Spirit into our life! 
 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK - Change 
 

Because things are the way they are, things will not stay the way  
they are. 
                 Bertolt Brecht 
 

VOCATION VIEW 
 

“There are different gifts, but the same Spirit.” Each of us has 
been graced with certain gifts of the Spirit. And they are active, 
if we utilise them for the building up of the Church. Name the 
way the Lord has gifted you 


