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Here we go again! With the current lockdown, all our masses, liturgies and prayer groups must 

cease until the restrictions are eased. If the lockdown ends as planned on Friday, masses will 

resume from Saturday night. 

* * *  

This Sunday we must sadly miss celebrating together the Feast of St Mary 

of the Cross. Mary MacKillop, born in Melbourne of Scottish immigrant 

parents, was a strong and noble woman who faced great trials and 

adversity with courage. This text below is from a letter that she wrote 

and is now used in the Liturgy of the Hours for her feast. It is a great 

encouragement as each of us deals with these times…  

 

A reading from a letter of Mary MacKillop to Monsignor Kirby.  

Oh, Father, I cannot tell you what a beautiful thing the will of God seems to me. For some years past, 
my Communions, my prayers, my intentions have all been for God's will to be done. I can never pray 
for a particular intention, a particular person, or anything particular about our own Institute, but in 
God's loved will, that is - whilst I desire with all my heart to pray for these, I cannot help at the same 
time desiring that He only use my prayers for the intention that His own will most desires at this 
time. Thus I feel a joy when things go well, for I see His will in this, and an equal joy when they seem 
to go wrong or against our natural desire, for there again I see His will, and am satisfied that He has 
accepted my prayers and those of many more for some other object at the time nearer to His 
adorable will. 

To me, the will of God is a dear book which I am never tired of reading, which has always some new 
charm for me. Nothing is too little to be noticed there, but yet my littleness and nothingness has often 
dared to oppose it, and I am painfully conscious that in many ways I still in my tepidity offend against 
it without perceiving what I am doing. But such dear lessons as you gave me the other evening then 
come to my aid and encourage me, for the love of my sweet Jesus is too strong, too beautiful, and His 
merits too great, for me not to cling to Him. 

St Mary of the Cross, MacKillop: Pray for us! 

 

Entrance Antiphon 

Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of 
your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your 
cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Communion Antiphon 

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of 
finest wheat. 



 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING A reading from the book of the Kings   (17: 8-16) 

And then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, ‘Up and go to Zarephath, a Sidonian town, and stay there. I 

have ordered a widow there to give you food.’ So he went off to Sidon. And when he reached the city gate, 

there was a widow gathering sticks; addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in a vessel for me to 

drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when he called after her. “please’ he said ‘bring me a scarp of bread in 

your hand.’ ‘As the lord your God lives, ‘She replied ‘I have no baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a 

jar and a little oil in  a jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and prepare this for myself and my son to 

eat, and then we shall die. ‘But Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go ahead and do as you have said; but 

first make a little scone of it for me and bring it to me, then make some for yourself and your son. For thus 

the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: “Jar of meal shall not be spent, jug of oil shall not be emptied, before the 

day when the Lord sends rain on the face of the earth”. The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they 

ate the food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the 

Lord had foretold through Elijah. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 62  My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.  

SECOND READING A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians  (3: 12-17) 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you  should be clothed in sincere compassion, in 

kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel 

begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together 

and complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that 

you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 

find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the father through him.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Alleluia, alleluia! Bear with one another, forgive each other. Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew     (6:25-34)                         

 

Jesus said to his disciples: I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, 

not about your body and how you are to clothe it. Surely life means more than food, and the body more than 

clothing! Look at the birds in the sky. They do not sow or reap or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they are? Can any of you, for all this worrying, add one single 

cubit to his span of life? And why worry about clothing? Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they never 

have to work or spin; yet I assure you that not even Solomon in all his regalia was robed like one of these. Now 

if that is how God clothes the grass in the field which is there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, will 

he not much more look after you, you men of little faith? So do not worry; do not say, “What are we to eat? What 

are we to drink? How are we to be clothed?” It is the pagans who set their hearts on all these things. Your heavenly 

Father knows you need them all. Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his righteousness, and all these other 

things will be given as well. So do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day has 

enough trouble on its own.’ 

 

 

 

 

Our Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Catholic people of Corio & Lara Parish guided by the Spirit, participate in Christ’s Mission. 

With our gifts, we create a parish that welcomes all people. 



 

 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

Lord Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this time receive you Sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never let me be 

separated from you. Amen. 

As a community we pray for 

The Sick: Jessica De Grandis, Vince Marshall, John Thomas, Peter Franchina, Nicholas Francis, Bonnie 

Gilson, Ibi Bolyos, Dee Tetzloft, Michael Watson, Rachael Ash, Katareena Cabretti, Bridgett Bradley, Kate 

Connors, Mark Tetzloff and Eva Watson, Michael Cabretti, Wilma Quiamco 

Recently Deceased: Br Ian Roberton 

 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for August: The Church. Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive from 

the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

Vocations! This week’s Vocation View: : "I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to me will never be hungry; 

he who believes in me will never thirst." 'Lord, send us priests after your own heart to give us the Food of 

everlasting life - Your very Self in the Eucharist.' Consider a call to the priesthood of Jesus Christ. 

 

Please contact the Parish Office to have the names of any loved ones who are seriously ill, recently deceased or have 

coming anniversaries included in the bulletin. 

________________________________________ 

 
2021/2022 THANKSGIVING ENVELOPE SETS : Thanksgiving envelopes are available for pickup in the 

foyer after Masses, and during the week after weekday mass. Otherwise please call the Parish Office during the 

week, to make other pick-up arrangements. 

 

Parish Thanksgiving: People who reside in our parish zone, kindly register with parish and kindly join the 

thanksgiving to support our parish. Parishioners, who have changed their residential address or phone numbers, 

please contact the Parish office, as it needs to be updated.  Please ring the Parish Office to register or to set up the 

thanksgiving by envelopes or by direct debit. 

Infant Baptism: Baptism Formation Meetings for infant baptisms will be on the Tuesday, 17th Aug at 7:30pm, 

St Francis Xavier Church, Corio. Candles and Stoles for the Baptism ceremony can be purchased after the 9:00am 

Mass at Lara & 11:00 am Mass at Corio on Sundays. For Baptism Bookings please contact the Parish Office on 

42120791. 

2021 Parish Sacramental Program: FOR CHILDREN ATTENDING NON-CATHOLIC SCHOOLS-  Due 

to the latest lockdowns, the First Communion program has been postponed. The new date for First Commuion 

will be Sunday 29th August. Enrolment for First Communion is still open.  

Recent House Fire: A house on Bacchus Marsh Rd was destroyed by fire last Tuesday (3rd August). Thankfully 

noone was hurt but the affected family are known to our Parish and have lost everything. Once we resume masses, 

we will look at ways that we as a parish can support them. 

 

Census Date this week: This little image was sent in to us by a parishioner. 

Noting our faith on the census is one seemingly small but important way that we 

can profess our friendship with the Lord. It also serves to remind the wider society 

of the foundation of our Western civilazation and culture.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings 

The Assumption 

First Reading:  Chron 15: 3-4, 15-16; 16: 1-2| Second Reading: 1 Cor 15: 54-57| Luke 11: 27-28 

 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried; He descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Parish Prayer 

We, the people of Corio & Lara Catholic Parish give thanks and praise to God the Father. By the power of the 

Holy Spirit, may we become more like Jesus: listening to the Word of God and celebrating the Eucharist; 

sharing each other’s lives and forgiving one another; respecting creation and taking responsibility for our world. 

Like St Francis Xavier, may we offer light to those in darkness, and warmly welcome all people. 

Like St Anthony of Padua, may we nourish the hungry with wise words and kind deeds. 

St Francis Xavier, pray for us.  

St Anthony of Padua, pray for us. 

Amen                                                                  
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