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Parking
There is plenty of parking available to you and your guest in the Church Yard. Don’t rely just on street parking.
 
Time of Ceremony
Our Baptismal ceremonies here at St. Justin’s Parish are at 12 Midday.
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Anointing with the Oil of Catechumens

The Rite of Welcome calls for the priest to anoint the child on the breast with the Oil
of Catechumens. Sometimes, this is easy; sometimes, very difficult, sometimes not
practical. If possible, be mindful of this when dressing your baby.

Bonnets & Headbands

Often, a baby will come with wearing a bonnet or a headband. That’s fine, except
realise that the bonnet needs to be removed when we baptise and then when we anoint
your baby’s head with Sacred Chrism.

The White Garment
One of the explanatory rites following baptism is the clothing with a white garment.

Most babies come to church for their baptism dressed in a baptismal gown anyway. I
certainly won’t make you put another “white garment” onto your baby. Some
suppliers of baptismal gowns will try to seel you a separate white stole for you to put
onto your baby when the prayer is said. This is completely superfluous, so do not feel
as if you need to purchase one.

The Candle

Part of the ceremony involves you being given a lit candle for your child. You are free
to bring your own candle — decorated if you wish. Equally, you are free to purchase a
candle from the Parish.
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Photographs.
Photographs are permitted during the ceremony. However, we ask that all
‘hotographers and video camera operators respect the fact that ths i a ime of prayer
‘and that they do nothing to disturb orinterrupt the ceremony.

Certiicate
At the conclusion of the ceremony, you wil be given a certificate a5 a record of the
ceremony.

Any other questions?
1Fyou have any other questions, please do not hesitae fo ask.
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Please be inside the church and seated at leats ten minutes before the ceremony. When
you arrive at the church, please come inside and make yourself known to the celebrant
or to one of the members of the Baptism Team.

It is important that you are here BEFORE the actual start of the ceremony. It does take
time to get everyone seated and to make sure that everyone is in place.

We have had situations where families do not arrive at the church until 12 o’clock and
by the time we get everyone inside, we end up being ten minutes late starting. We
have also had situations where families arrive and then wait outside the church. As
soon as you arrive, come inside, and we’ll get you seated.

Because, on most occasions, there will be more than one family celebrating baptism,
it is a courtesy to the other families to be present on time.

Seating Arrangements in the Church
Each family will have one pew reserved for them. This pew is for

a) the baby being baptised;

b) the father and mother of the child;

¢) the god parents of the child;

d) any brothers and sisters of the child being baptised.

Other family members and guests will be able to sit in any of the other, unreserved
pews.

The Number of Children Being Baptised
We try to limit the number of children being baptised in any one ceremony to FOUR.

Any number more than that and the ceremony is not very prayerful, and can simply
become an exercise in crowd control.

Water
We use warm water with which to baptise your baby. It is nicer for the baby, and it is
nicer for all those present if the baby is not shocked by using cold water.




