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Parish Priest: Fr. Steven Rigo

Pastoral Associate: Jacinta Bright

DIAMOND CREEK

Sunday 31st December 2017

Pastoral Worker: Sr. Margaret Sapsford

The Partnered Parishes of:

Assistant Priests: Fr. Dong Tran & Fr. Tao Pham

Pastoral Worker: Christina O’Connor

St. Mary’s
204 Grimshaw St., Greensborough, 3088

Parish: 9435 1543
Presbytery: 9432 2515
Email: Greensborough@cam.org.au
Website: www.pol.org.au/greensborough
Secretaries: Frances Olofsson & Sharon Prosser
Communications Officer: Denise Chang-Faux
Mass Times
Monday: Liturgy of the word 9.15am
Tuesday to Friday: Mass 9.15am
Saturday: Mass 8.30am & Vigil Mass 6.30pm
Sunday: Mass 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.00pm
Reconciliation Times
Saturday: 9.00am & 5.45pm
Parish School Principal
Mrs. Helen Anderson Ph: 9433 4000 or Email
principal@smgreensborough.catholic.edu.au

Sacred Heart
25 Gipson Street,
Diamond Creek 3089
Parish: 9438 1159
Email: DiamondCreek@cam.org.au
Website: www.pol.org.au/diamondcreek
Secretary: Pat Guatta

Mass Times

Monday: Communion Service 9.15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass 9.15am

1st Saturday of the month: Vigil Mass at
St. Peters Hurstbridge 7.15pm

Sunday: Mass 9.00am
Reconciliation Times
Friday: 9.45am to 10.15am
Parish School Principal
Mr. Jim O’Sullivan Ph: 9438 1590 or Email
principal@shdiamondcreek.catholic.edu.au

St. Thomas the Apostle
251 Diamond Creek Road,
Greensborough Nth 3088
Parish: 9434 7373
Email: greensboroughnorth@cam.org.au

Website: www.pol.org.au/greensboroughnorth
Secretaries: Mary Gargan & Lisa Leahy
Mass Times
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass 9.15am
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.00pm
Sunday: Mass 10.30am
Reconciliation Times

Saturday: 9.30am to 10.30am

Parish School Principal
Mrs. Gail Smith Ph: 9434 4565 or Email
principal@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 6th & 7th January 2018

SACRED HEART 9:00am:
Special Ministers: Volunteers
Reader: Volunteers

Counters: Volunteers

Commentator: Volunteers

ST. PETER’S 7:15pm: Next Mass Saturday 6th January, 2018
Special Ministers: H. Edmonds, P. Leonard, R. Nicolaisen.

Reader: P. Keenan .

Commentator: E. Gittins.

Set-Up: C. Chetcuti .

ST. THOMAS the APOSTLE 6:00pm & 10:30am:

Special Minsters 6:00pm: R. Garner, C. Leahy, L. Leahy, L. Carty. M. McKenzie.
Special Minsters 10:30am: B. Riordan, E. Sutherland, A. Letzia, F. Landy., A. Kerr.

6:00pm:
10:30am:

Reader: P. Carty.
Reader: A. Tomasiello.

Commentator: B. Bedford.
Commentator: T. Williamson.
Counters: G. Lynch, L. Vecchio, B. Vecchio.

Welcoming: Volunteers
Cleaners: Volunteers

Set-Up: Volunteers

Set-Up: T. Butera.
Set-Up: J. Kerr.

Cleaners: 13th January: B. Iacobucci, V. Vella.

Our prayers have been asked for sick parishioners & friends that they may be healed & comforted during this time:

Diamond Creek: Angela Caccetta, Thelma Gill, Noela Atkinson, Lyn Stark, Novan Nguyen, Kay Christian, Catherine Leonard,
Di Galea, Les Gale & June Saunders, Marjana Susec.
Greensborough North: Maureen Elks, Elaine Ledda, Noel Casemore, Rosemary Schneider, A Young Parishioner

We Pray for those whose Anniversaries occur in the month of January that they may enter jovfully into God’s Kingdom

Fr Chris Barnett, Clare Watson, Grace Van Oosterom, Mary Ind, Laurie Rainsbury, Con Frisby, Ray Jose, Martin Pittle, Arthur
Ongarello, Alan Leahy, Pat Glennen, Ellen Mithen, Francis McLaughlin, Tadeusz Chadzynski, Maria de Bartolo, Yvonne Grant,
Valerie Hughes, Rodney Bottrell, Loreto Valeri. Kath Glennen Mary Campbell




Our Partner Parishes respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of

this land and we pay respect to the Elders past and present.

Sacred Heart, St. Mary’s & St. Thomas the Apostle are all members of the Diamond Valley Deanery.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Year B

31 December 2017

First Reading sir 3:2-6. 12-14

Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents.

The Lord honours the father in his children,

and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons.

Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins,

he who honours his mother is like someone
amassing a fortune.

Whoever respects his father will be happy with
children of his own,

he shall be heard on the day when he prays.

Long life comes to him who honours his father,

he who sets his mother at ease is showing
obedience to the Lord.

My son, support your father in his old age,

do not grieve him during his life.

Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy,

do not despise him in your health and strength;

for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten

but will serve as reparation for your sins.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 127:1-5.R. see v.1

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways.

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. (R.)

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. (R.)

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life. (R.)

Second Reading cCol 3:12-21
Concerning the Christian life in the world

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he
loves you and you should be clothed in
sincere compassion, in kKindness and humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with one another;
forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins.
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do
the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them
together and complete them, put on love. And
may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts,
because itis for this that you were called together
as parts of one body. Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find
a home with you. Teach each other, and advise
each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired
songs to God; and never say or do anything
except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should
in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat
them with gentleness. Children, be obedient
to your parents always, because that is what
will please the Lord. Parents, never drive your
children to resentment or you will make them
feel frustrated.

Gospel Acclamation Col 3:15. 16

Alleluia, alleluia!

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk2:22-40
(or Shorter form Lk 2:22. 39-40)

The child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom.

When the day came for them to be purified as
laid down hy the Law of Moses, the parents of
Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord - observing what stands written in
the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must
be consecrated to the Lord - and also to offer
in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in
the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there
was a man named Simeon. He was an upright
and devout man; he looked forward to Israel's
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death until he had set eyes on
the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit
he came to the Temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what
the Law required, he took him into his arms and
blessed God; and he said:

‘Now, Master,

you can let your servant go in peace,

just as you promised,

because my eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared for all the nations to
see,

a light to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood there
wondering at the things that were being said
about him, Simeon blessed them and said
to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is
destined for the fall and for the rising of many
in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected
- and a sword will pierce your own soul too -
so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid
bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well
on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had
been married for seven years before becoming
a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and
never left the Temple, serving God night and
day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at
that moment and began to praise God; and she
spoke of the child to all who looked forward to
the deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the
Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew
to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and
God'’s favour was with him.
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Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

In today’s Gospel, Mary, having
given birth, is regarded as ritually
unclean. She could not take part in
public worship until she was
‘purified’. This involved offering up
a couple of pigeons which she and
Joseph had to buy.

No wonder that, at the Cleansing of
the Temple, Jesus shatters the
cages in which the pigeons were
kept! He was angry with a Temple
system which saw Mary that way,
which thought of all women giving
birth that way. Indeed, his whole
ministry is full of instances when
women breach religious and
cultural taboos in his presence,
because of his presence.

This Feast of the Holy Family gives
us the opportunity to thank God for
our mothers who, like Mary, helped
fulfil God’s plan for humankind by
birthing us into the world.

We could pause for a moment to
pray that the Church changes rules
and structures which confine
women in  cages built from
ideologies foreign to the Gospel,
lest those rules become swords
which pierce Mary’s soul.
mtate@bigpond.com



